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Tax MINISTER: It referred to all
machinery prescribed by the regulations.

How. E. Mi. CLARKE:- Then it would
include a boiler.

How. M. L. MOSS moved an amend-
went:-

That the words " or such machinery as may
be prescribed.'" in line 2. be struck out.

On motion by the MINISTER, progress
reported and leave given to sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House Adjourned at 6-26 o'clock,

until the next day.

Wednesday, 2nd November, 1.904.
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TaR SPEAKER took the Chair at
3,30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTER-
By the MINISTER FOR WORKS:

Additional By-laws for regulating heavy
traffic, passed by the Upper Capel Roads
Board.

QUESTION - ELECTORAL REGI1STRA-
TION. HOUSE-TO-HOUSE INQUIRY.
Ma. F. F. WILSON asked the Colonial

Secretary: i, Who appointed the persons

who made the house-to-house canvass of
the city and the suburban electoral dis-
tricts in July last? 2, Is it on the evi-
doee furnished by those canvassers that
the Electoral Department have issued
summonses to electors to show cause why
they should not be struck off the rolls ?
3, Were those canvassers paid an extra
sum at the end of their engagments as a
bonus for having discharged their duties
to the satisfactio~n of the Chief Electoral
Officer? 4 What has been the cost in
connection with this matter from the
commencement of the house-to-house
canvass to the present time in each of
the electorates mentioned? 5, What was
the total cost ?

Tnn COLONIAL SECRETARY
replied: i, The persons so employed
were engaged by the Chief Electoral.
Officer. 2, Yes. 3, yes, according to
agreement when engaged. The men
wanted a higher rate of pay, to which
the Chief Electoral Officer would not
agree, and the bonus was a coumproise.
4, Perth, £74 1s. 5d.; East Perth, £89
7s. 6d.; North Perth, £94 10s.; West
Perth, £291 Os. l0d.; Balkatta, £978 2s.
5, Total, £427 18s. 9d.

QUESTION-LOCO3IOTIVE DRIVING,
MUNDARING TO WEIR.

Ma. BOLTON asked the Minister for
Works: x, Is he aware that there is but
one mnan employed on the locomotive
engaged in running passengers between
Mundaring and the Weir? 2, Will he
take imimediate action to put a stop to
this dangerous practice ? 3, What are
the wages and conditions of employment
of the man engaged on the locomotive?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied - and 2, In addition to the driver
a fireman is employed on the engine of
this tramway. In a few instances, where

Iexccptio nally heavy traffic was ex perienced,
the fireman left the engine temporarily
to assist the conduc:tor in the collectionl
of tickets, but this practice has been
stopped. 3, The driver receives 10s. a
day and quarters; the fireman receives
9s. a day and quarters. During the
major portion of the week both are re-
quired to load and unload firewood for
the pumping stations, this being the
Primary object of their employment.

Locomotive Driving, 991
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QUESTION -- GOLDPIELDS RAILWAY
WATER CARRIAGE, COST.

MR. NANSON asked the Minister for
Railways:- i, What was the annual ex-
penditure in connection with carriage and
supply of water to the Railway Depart-
ment to Coolgardie Goldfields for years
1898, 1899, and 1900 ? z, What would
it have coat the Railway Department to
supply the 68,297,000 gallons supplied to
it by the Coolgardie Water Scheme bad
that scheme not been in -existence, as
compared with the amount paid, namely.
£21,300?P

THrE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: i, Expenditure for the year
ended 30th June, 1898, £52,788. No
record has been kept of the quantity of
water hauled during the years 1899 and
1900- 2, It is difficult to say, as the con-
ditions have altered considerably for the
better year by year; but if the conditions
that prevailed in 1898 had prevailed in
1903-4, then the cost Of Water would
probably have been £44,800, but the cost
of boiler repairs, etc., would have been
considerably less.

MOTION-STATE BORROWING, RE-
MARXS BY A MINISTER.

INABILITY TO BOB-ROW.

MR. C. H. RASON (Guildford) moved:
That in the opinion of this House it is

desirable: z, That the Minister for Justice
should explain or deny his (as reported) public
utterance at Wagin-to the effet that it was
impossible for Western Australia, or any State
of the Australian Commonwealth, to borrow
one shilling in England. 2, That the state-
ment, if admitted to have been made, should
be deprecated, especially in regard to any
reference to the financial position of any of
our sister States of the Commonwealth.
He said:- I wish at the outset to say that
this motion is not intended and I hope
will not be construed. as in any way
inclined to cast censure upon the Min-
ister for Justice. If such intention had
been present in my mind I should have
adopted a very different course of action.
My object is to give the Minister an
opportunity to iptli the statements he
is reported to have given utterance to,
statements which perhaps he will be in
a position to deny or at least explain,
but which in the absence of a denial or
an explanation certainly are calculated to
convey alvery wrong impression. I pur-
pose to read the statements which the

Minister is reported to have mnade, and
am reading from the West Australian c
Thursday, 27th October:

The MxNersjt FOR MINS, who was well rn
ceived, responided. He stated that he we
surprised and pleaed to see such a, larg
number present at the show. With regardt
spur railways in agricultural districts, h
would like to see them constructed, but woul
also like to know how they were going to pc
the money.

Mr. CowcEaxa Borrow it.
The MIis Tn - Will you tell us where w

can borrow it? Continuing, he asserted the
attempts bad been made by the past (Invert
ment to borrow, but without success. HR
would like to see the people try to depend o
their own resources.

I do not wish to weary the House b
reading the whole of the statemeni
That is an extract f rom the reporte.
utterance of the Minister to which I tak
exception. If the statement ats reports,
had remained at that, there would hay
been very little to take exception ti
though I should have complained of th
statement that the previous Governmen
had made attempts to borrow mnone
without isuccess. However, that may b
allowed to paws. But there is anothe
report, appearing in the Homning Hrat
of the same date, which save:

Ma. HAS'rx (Minister for Mines), in r(
spending on behalf of the Government, sal
that the Ministry were in favour of buildin
short spur lines of railway, but there was n
money available to build such lines. Not oul.
this State Government, but no other Goverr
ment in the Commonwealth could borrow
shilling. Hle expressed surprise that it a
not more generally known that the Govern
ment were unable to obtain money in England
and stated that the last Government ha,
tried, but failed.

Ma&. CoNNeR, M.L. A. in replying, deprecate.
the idea of rnot being able to borrow money
and strongly advised his friend Mr. Hastie t
develop the great agricultural resources of th
State by practical, not progressive, legislatior
as be and others had as uiich progressiv
legislation As they were abl t igest forI
good while to come.

MS. MALEY, M.L.C., endorsed Mr. Cornier'
statement, and thought that if the Goveramen
showed more faith in the cotuntry by pnshin1
on with development, especially in the agri
cultural portions, there would be no difflcul,
in obtaining the money they required.

Ma. 0. S. F. Cowcuuu, M.L.A., said that th,
great bulk of the people did not believe it we.
impossible to obtain money for legitimate am
reproductive works; and speaking personaUli
he was of the opinion that money could b
obtained if the Government would themselva

Remrkg by a K aisfer.[ASSE-AIDLY'.]
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show faith in the stability and progress of the
State.

I venture to say that these reported
utterances of the Minister for Justice
came beneath the notice of members of
the House, and indeed persons through-
out the State generally, as a surprise and
a very great shock. I have no hesitation
in saying the Minister for Justice has
been regarded as a very cautious man, not
given to aking reckless statements; and
personally I hasten to assert that our
relations have always been of the happiest.
It came as a very great shock to me, and
I am sure to every one else, to hear that
the bon. gentleman was reported to have
said that it was impossible for Western
Australia to borrow one shll~ing, and not
only that, but that it was impossible for
any of the sister States to borrow a
shilling, in both cases in England. I
have no doubt, indeed I hope, that the
Minister will be able to give either a
denial or an explanation of these reported
remarks. I am sure he will readily
realise it is due to Western Australia, it
is also due to the sister States, and it is
due indeed to the Minister himself that
be should have this opportunity of giving
either a denial or an explanation of his
reported utterances. And he is in this
happy position, that fortunately there
were other members of the House present
with him on that occasion, and he, with
them, I feel sure, will be able to give a
satisfactory explanation of the reported
utterances. If that be so-and I hope
indeed that it will be so-there the matter
can very well end; and I shall be glad
indeed to withdraw this motion.

Mar MINISTER FOR MINES AND
J USTICE (Hon. i. Haatie) : I have to
thank the leader of the Opposition for
the manner in which he has proposed
this motion; and my thanks to him
would have been far more cordial if on
Thursday last he had asked leave without
notice to make this explanation. I may
say that when on last Thursday I saw the
reports of some remarks of mine made at
Wagin - I refer particularly to the
Morning Herald report-i at once made
a note or two with a view to having an
interview published by way of explana-
tion. But when I reached the House,
the member for Guildford (Mr. Rason)
gave notice of the motion which he has
just made. After that notice was given,

I was very careful not to refer to the
matter until he had an opportunity of
bringing it before the House; and I took
for granted that the motion would have
been moved yesterday. But when I saw
that it could not, I specially requested
the Premier to put it at the top of the
Notice Paper for to-da,'Y. I may say that
I have no notes from which I can ascer-
tain exactly what I said at Wagin;
therefore I am unable to give the House
the exact words used. But certainly I
did not convey the meaning expressed by
the Morning Herald report from which
the hon. member has just quoted. Two
days after I spoke I made some notes of
what I said, -as nearly as I could
recollect. I shall read these notes to the
House:-

In replying to a toast at Wagin, I syin-
pathised strongly with the expressed desire
for the building of spur lines on the Great
Southern Railway. I maid I should like to see
several of these constructed; but, unfor-
turiately, I did not know how we could get
money now. The member for Williams, who
was present, said we should borrow it. I
asked, from whom ? It was thenr said that no
one had ever tried to borrow. I reminded the
meeting that early last year a loan of £9500,000
had been floated by the late Government, and
that it had been only partially subscribed. I
told the audience that the old eay borrowing
era throughout Australia was past. I added,
if we could not borrow with our large
income and our large assets, no State in the
Commonwealth could. I then told them that
the outlook need not be considered unpromie-
ig. I bad lived in New Zealand in the

eighties, when loan money was stopped; but
developments only increased, and within a few
years New Zealand became the most pro-
sperous part of Australasa.

The hon. member has referred to the
report in the West Australian. That
report, I need not say, makes no preten-
sion of quoting all my remarks. I spoke
twice at Wagin; once at any rate for a6
considerable time. The Morning Herald
report is necessarily very brief. The
West Australia,. report is much fuller.
And so far as I can recollect, generally
speaking the West Australian report is
very fair; though if I had to edit it I
should doubtless make alterations in one
or two lines. But I must admit that,
generally, it seems to me a very fair
report. I wish to express my regret that
I appeared to have cast reflections on the
credit of this or any other State. The
statement I made, that borrowing had
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stopped and yet Australia was prospering
by her own exertions, was I think the
highest tribute that could be paid to her
credit. But the leader of the Opposition
thinks I appeared to reflect ou this and
other States; so I welcome this oppor-
tunity of expressing my most sincere
regret that any of my remarks should
have been so construed. Farther, I wish
to impress on members of the House that
for whatever was said I alone am respon-
sible. If my explanation is not satis-
factory, then, with the permission of the
House, I shall be glad to supplement it.
But I wish to avoid the unfairness of
spreading the responsibility for my re-
marks over other members of the Ministry
with whic~h I am connected, none of
my fellow-Ministers being in, any way
involved in this matter. I hpe I
have made myself clear. I have fully
answered the questions of the hon. mem-
ber; and I think I have anticipated one
or two others that might have been asked.

MR. J. L. NKNSON (Greenough): In
common with other members, I un-
reservedly accept the explanation of the
Minister for Justice. There is, however,
one statement of his to which I feel
bound to take exception: that the report
in the Morning Herald, to which attention
has been drawn, did not convey the mean-

ing expressed. I think the exact words
used by the Minister were that he did
not convey the meaning expressed by the
Morning He.rald report. As soon as this
matter was brought up, I made it my
business to inquire in the district of
Wagin exactly what the Minister bad
said. I communicated with ~the Wagin
correspondent of that newsp~aper, and
received the following reply from him as
to the accuracy of the repo rt:--

Re statement made here at banquet by Mr.
Hastie, I was unable to attend banquet,' so I
asked Mr. Edwards to report, and he did.
However, I have submitted the report to
several here, and they declare it to be true.

On receiving that, I communicated with
the gentleman who furnished the report;-
and he replied to me in a telegram which
I received to-day:-

Cowcher staties himself Connor prepared to
verify every word Hestia's speech published
Herald4.

I received later in the day a farther
telegram from the same gentleman,

the correspondent of the Herald at
Narrogin:

Statement signed forwarded registered post.
Fifteen more names if necessary.
That means a signed statement that the
report of the Morning Herald is correct.
The registered letter referred to has not
yet reached me. This telegram was sent
away at 10-30 this morning. However,
I do not wish it to be thought that I
question anything the Minister has said
as to what he intended to convey in that

tTee c; but I think it perfectly clear that
ereport as it appeared in the Herald

did seem to a large numbher of people who
beard the speech at Wagin an absolutely
correct report of what the Minister said.

THE PREMIER (Hon. H. Daglish):
I do not think there is any necessary con-
flict between the statements of the
member for Greenough (Mr. Nanson)
and of the Minister for Justice. It is
impossible, I think, for even the most
able reporter to compress into half-a-.
dozen lines a. correct epitome of any long
speech that may be delivered. I am
quite satisfied that every member of this
Chamber who has bad the advantage or
the disadvantage of having long speeches
reported in a very few lines, will agree
with me that while the report may be
true, while it may aim at correctness, yet
it a reporter publishes two or three bald
statements without any of the dressing
and qualification that may be embodied
in the context, very often an effect is
produced by such publication altogether
different from the effect aimed at by the
speaker; and a meaning is conveyed
which would not be conveyed by his
remarks if heard or if reported in full.
I am satisfied with the very friendly
manner in which the leader of the Oppo-
sition couched his remarks. It seems to
me that, after the motion and the ex-
planation, the matter might fairly be
allowed to drop. I think it would be a
very gross mistake if we brought up
extracts of speeches delivered at every
function which members may attend
throughout the country, many of which
speeches contain, as I believe this report
contains, remarks uttered on) the spur of
the moment in consequence of interjec-
tions sprung on the speaker. It is
always a hard thing, if we attempt to
speak with correctness, to adequately
weigh before uttrance words that must
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he spoken on the spur of the moment
and when the speaker has no opportunity
of thinking a matter out beforehand.
There may be a great deal too much
made of statements delivered on these
occasions; and I should be sorry to
think that the House is going to get into
the habit of questioning every sentence
or word that any member, either on the
Government benches or in any other part
of the House, utters at social functions.

Ma. llois: We ought to exempt
them all.

THE PREMIER: I reallyv think that
these social functions might well be
exempted.

MR. HOPKINS: More particularly when
you send the Minister for Justice to
them.

THE PRtEMIERt: NO; I make no
limitation whatever to my suggestion. I
think it might fairly be assumed that the
statements made by my colleague meet
with the satisfaction of the House.

MR, .3.. G. FOULKES (Claremont):
The House is at all times ready to put
the most favourable aspect on speeches
made by members at social functions.
Ministers in particular have to attend a
great number of these fnnctions; but
more importance is attached, and rightly
so, to speeches made by Ministers than
to those of private members. On this
occasion the Minister for Justice went to
Wagin to a social f unction; and he made
remarks there which certainly called for
a good deal of remark, and as the Min-
ister must see for himself, they have
tended to place him in a false position.
It is to be regretted, I think, that the
Minister did not take notice of this report
earlier, instead of leaving it until to-day.
A good deal of harmn has been done in the
meantime. For all the Minister knows,
this speech may have been telegraphed
to the other States. It is true the Min-
ister gave reasons for not dealing with
the matter before this, and said he de-
ferred doing so until this motion was
debated; but until after notice of the
motion was given, the Minister did not
make any notes of what he had said.

THE PREMIER: It was before the
notice of motion.

Ma. FO QLKES: The M inister appears.
to have taken the trouble to wake notes
after he made his speeeh. As a rule notes
are made before a speech is uttered.

MR. MORAN: I think the Minister
ought to be forgiven on that score.

MR. FOULaKES: I perhaps expect
more from the Minister for Justice than
1 would from his colleagues, because I
must admit I do not expect very much
from thema. I regpret that the Minister
should have allowed this statement to go
uncontradicted for about seven days.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
matter was before the House.

MR. FOULKES: That makes no
difference. Other Ministers have sent
contributions to the papers explaining
their actions while matters were before
the House. No Minister is debarred
from giving reasons or explanations of
his procedure, simply because a motion is
tabled in the House. As the Minister
has pointed out candidly, it was through
his action that this motion was brought
on to-day ; and but for the step the
Minister took, the matter migh t not have
been heard of for three weeks. It is
regrettable that the Minister allowed all
this time to elapse before giving an
explanation with regard to what he did
say at Wagin. I do not think the
Minister is very clesr himself as to what
he did say, because the last part of his
speech was a most pathietic appeal to the
Mouse that, however wrong he might
have been with regard to what he said,
still we were not to judge his colleagues
by him.

THE PRExtsR: We do not ask it.
MR. FOULKIES: But the Minister for

Justice does. The fact that the Minister
makes that appeal shows that he himself
is not quite clear a to what he said.
Therefore the Minister is most anxious
that his friends on the Treatsury bench
sitting alongside him should not be
judged by him, at any rate that suspicion
should not be attached to his colleagues
in the Ministry. I think it is a pity the
Minister should have waited so long with.
out explaining to the country. Not only
members here, but the whole of the
country is interested. Many people have
been anxious to have some explanation of
the speech reported to be uttered by the
Minister for Justice.

Mn. W. NELSON (Hannans) : I think
that the House and some members are
making a mountain out of a mist. What
is it that the boa. member is reported to
have said P The Minister simply ex-

State Borrowing -
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pressed the opinion, even taking the
report itself, that it was impossible for us
to borrow money in England at present;
and the very fact that we need money
and have not got money is very clear
evidence that there is some truth in what
the Minister said. My personal opinion
is that, if it is not impossible to borrow
money, it is a great pity it is not. I think
the time has come when public men in
this continent should speak out bravely
and boldly on this question. It is a,
recognised fact, not only in Australia but
throughout the Empire, that we have
ridiculously over-borrowed - practically
put ourselves in pawn to the bondholders
on the other side of the world; and I
think very largely we are just now
making a virtue of necessity. We are
not borrowing because we cannot get
money on the terms on which we used to
get it. I think that, instead of the
Minister expressing regret and instead of
tbis House passing an implied censure on
the Minister, we should pass him a com-
pliment for speaking bravely on a ques-
tion on which some men arc cowardly.

MR. MoRA-s: The greater the truth the
greater the libel, you know,

Mn. NELSON:- That is one of those
sayings that people constantly repeat, and.
it is simply an absurdity. It is like that
silly old saying, " the exception proves
the rule," which is absolute nonsense,
because if there was a sufficient number
of exceptions there would be no rule left.
I say feelingly that I have met, on this
side of the House and on the other side
of the House, men who believe that we
have rushed. into the money market out
of all proportion to our means, and that
we have practically. put this continent
into pawn; and I think it is a good thing
that we should have-

MR. NANsoN: Is that so with West
Australia P

MR. NELSON: Relatively. I believe
that we are a little less wick-ed than the
other States; but it is very difficult to
settle the proportion of iniquity between
us. I personally believe, and I hope the
Government will have the courage to
believe, that we should. not borrow any
more money to carry on even public
works. I think that the right policy,
and the one that will ultimately be
adopted, is to put on a land and income
tax, and out of revenue to practically.

carry on public works. I desire to pay
the Minister for Justice a tribute of
respect and admiration for having the
courage to do a brave thing; and I am
sorry that this House does not recognise
the Minister's splendid conduct in the
true light.

MR. A. J. DIAMOND (South Fre-
mantle) : I should just like to clear up
one misconception with reference to what
the member for Hannans has said in
regard to our being in pawn. I do not
want to defend the Eastern States; but
I take exception to the mewmber's remarks
regarding this State. Not only is this
State the exception in Australia, but 1
think to a very great extent it is the
exception in the world. This is the one
borrowing State of which I know whose
reproductive assets, if sold, would pay off
the national debt. The money-lenders
only look for a good security. I main-
tain that in West Australia we have the
best security of any money-borrowing
country in the world; and I do not think
it is fair to include this State in any of
those remarks made by the hion. member.
I am not prepared to defend the Eastern
States, for I do not know so much about
their doings as the hion. member; but. I
take exception to the remarkm as referring
to this State, and I say that figures and
facts make the remarks absolutely un-
justifiable.

Ma. .T. M. HOPKINS (Boulder) : My
remarks will be very brief. In the first
place I want to express my disapproval
of the opprobrious epithet which the
member for Hannans directed towards
the leader of the Opposition. I think
the hion. member said. the leader of the
Opposition was trying to make a moun-
tain out of a myth.

Ma. MORAN: Mist.
MR. NELSON: I never sccused the

leader of the Opposition of doing so, I
accused the Opposition generally, includ-
ing the member for Boulder.

MR. HOPKINS: One can thoroughly
appreciate the member for Rlannans doing
anything so foolish, because it is In keep-
ing with one of his class to include th
member for Boulder in his accusation.
The memb er for Boulder was nut present
when the motion was moved, and had
never discussed it with the leader of the
Opposition, either in cauacus or in any-
thing else. There are some phases of the

[A-SSEMBLY.] Remarks by a Minister.
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question which have arisen to which I
presume I may direct attention. West
Australia is alleged by the member for
Hannans to be considerably in pawn, and
that is a very lamentable occurrence; but
the member did not tell us where the
money has been expended which has been
borrowed. He did not tell us any items
for which we should never have borrowed
money. 1 think we should take it from
the hon. member that the eight millions,
roughly speaking, borrowed for the State
railways should never have been borrowed,
and that the railways should never have
been built.

MR. NELSON: It does not follow.
Mn. HOPKINS: It undoubtedly ap-

pears to me it should follow. Japazi and
Russia are very busy raising loans for a
different purpose from that to which we
should apply loans in West Australia.
The person who has money to lend is in-
fluenced by the amount of money to a
lesser degree than by the nature of the
investment offered to him. Take the
investments of West Australia to-day.
Will the member for Hannans deny that,
if we placed our railways, post and tele-
graphs-

DR. ELLIS: We do not own them.
MR. HOPKINS: Western Australia is

part and parcel of the Commonwealth.
DR. ELLIS: I see you are talking of

Cominonwealth matters now.
MR. HOPKINS: The money expended

in post offices and telegraphs in Western
Australia was raised by Western Aus-
tralia.

DR. ELLIS: Very little.
MR. HOPKINS: Much of that money

has been raised by loan. After all, is
this muark-time policy to be so emphasised
that the future construction of the rail-
ways and the development of large tracts
of unused country are to be discarded?.
There is need for a cheap food supply for
the citizens, also the settlement of the
people on the land ; people who are idle
in other places where, for the time being,
the market is congested? I/.s nothing to
be done to bring together these two forces
for improving and enhancing the State ?
Onl 'y recently such an illustrious states-
man as Mr. Chamberlain, speaking after
his return from South Africa, in the
House of Commons said that it was well
for young countries to play the part of
the benevolent landholder and spend

in oney in railways and roads in a country
where there was not a large population.

DR. ELLIS: England had some money
to lend, then.

MR. HOPKINS: The member for
Coolgardie should not allow his better
judgment to be warped in matters of this
description. I have listened to addresses
of that kind on manny Sundays; those
addresses which are in touch 'with the
kind of politics the hon. member gives
us on all occasions. The money borrowed
by Western Australia has been well
invested; and a liberal sinking fund
has been and is being provided to
liquidate the loans-something which the
other States cannot boost of. Is that a
reason why our position should be called
bad in thiis country? The credit of
Western Australia is good, and if the
people had more confidence in the
resources of the State and more know-
ledge of tbe State itself to appreciate the
possibility which lies before it, when we
attract population within our boun-
daries, we should not have people saying
our country is in a bad position. I speak
warmly on a question of which I had no
idea of speaking, but the member for
Hannans went outside the scope of the
motion before the House. It was a non-
political matter that the leader of the
Opposition brought forward, and he was
justified in bringing it forward. When
the members of the Government have any
more addresses to make at social func-
tions, they should add a subclause to this
effect: "'1 will see how public opinion
takes it, and explain that phase after I
return to Perth." I understand, with
that Scotch caution which is a strong
instinct with the Minister for Justice, he
in future will express a desire that any
remarks which fall from him at these
social and festive boards Shall not be
taken down and used in evidence against
him. I have not the slightest doubt, if
he covers up his tracks with safeguards of
that description, there will be no diffi-
culty in apologising for himt in the future.
There was no reason for the member for
Rannans assuming that this matter was
brought forward in a party spirit. It
was brought forward by the leader of the
Opposition, rat-her in his capacity as a
private mnember than having any political
significance whatever. At the same time
many of us had some difficulty in recon-
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ciling the statement made by a Minister
of the Cabinet at Geraldton to-day, and
probably by the same Minister at Narro-
gin next day. For the benefit of the
Government, it was well that this matter
should be brought forward, so as to
enable the Minister for Justice to ex-
plain. He will no doubt frequently
have to explain, and the longer he
stays in office the more explanations he
will have to make; and in time he will
become very expert in explaining away
any interpretations. I have not the
slightest doubt the Minister for Justice,
who like his colleagues, exercises a domi-
nating influence in caucus, will no doubt be
permitted to remain in office for a long
tim..e, and members on this side would no
doubt be as disinclined to remove him as is
the member for Ivanhoe (Mr. Scaddan).
If we placed a loan on the market for the
purpose of raising mone y for powder and
shot--a course which is being followed
by other countries at the present time--
that might be good reason for the state-
ments made; but when we go back to
the early history of the State and watch
the progress and development made with
the small population and the exceedingly
large area, and that as the population
increased so the prosperity increased, and
if we look at the map and realise that
the counterp~art of Victoria, New South
Wales, and Queensland in the West of
the Commonwealth is Western Australia,
representing about one-third of the
territory of Australia, it is somewhat
surprising. England and Wales, after
all, is a very small tract of country com-
pared with Western Australia. During
the first year I was Minister for Lands,
over one million acres of land were seleeted
and leased-more than the total area of
England and Wales. There is rich land
to be found in Western Australia, and
no one must say that for all time we are
to be a struggling community with
250,000 souls. I decline to aoccept that
doctrine, and I will not accept it. This
is a country that requires population,
and we want a policy which will give to
the people who come here assistance to
go to the outside districts; a Govern-
ment which will provide avenues to
absorb the population. I do not know
whether that is the policy of the Govern-
ment, because no definite announcement
has been made in regard to it. If the

present policy of the. Government is
continued long enough, instead of an
increase of population we shall see it
diminishing to such an extent that it will
take many years to regain the prosperity
which for some time we have had the
pleasure of enjoying.

Mn.COH.HA SON (in reply as mover):
I may say at once I accept without
reservation of any kind the explanation
given by the Minister for Justice. I
think that, althzugh in the course of the
debate some speakers have travelled
a little outside of the question, and
for that I blame the member for
Hannans, the motion has done good;
because it has given to the Minister an
opportunity of explaining away something
which was left unexplained, and was
doing a. great amount of harm here, and
to my certain knowledge was doing harm
in other States as well. The remarks of
the member for Hannans I purpose to
leave severely alone. I only wish to touch
on two of them. The hon. member went
out of his way to admire, and express
admiration of, the counage of the
Minister for Justice. The courage for
what? The courage for having said
something which the Minister for Justice
himself said he never gave utterance to.
I should like to have a friend such as the

Imember for Hannans who wquld admire
me for having courage to say something
which I myself denied having said. 1
was particularly horrified to hear the sug-
gestion from some member about moun-
tain mist. I am surprised that lbe
suggested that" mountain dew" hadgsome-
thing to do with this question. As to
Western Australia being in pawn, and
this is the only reference I shall make to
that, I can say from my firm conviction,
not that the whole of the assets of West-
ern Australia are required to remove the
public debt, but very few of the assets
would wipe out the public debt of West-
ern Australia; and I myself would like
no better taskc and would accept no task
more willingly than to dispose of the
assets of the State for sufficient money
to wipe off the public debt of Western
Australia; with a perfectly free hand, of
course, to keep to myself the difference
between the amount realised and thutt
necessary to wipe off the debt. The
Minister for Mines, in his explanation,
made only one remark to which I took
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exception. He said he had referred
to the fact that the loan issued
by the late Government had only
been partly subscribed. It is only fair
to the late Government, and I am
sure the Minister will support me in this,
and it is only fair to Western Australia
to say that very nearly the whole of the
loani was subscribed. And let mec remind
the House that the loan was a 4 per cent.
loan, being taken up at par, and it was
being taken up readily dgy by day when I
left theTreasury. I takd this opportunity
of saying that 4 per cent. at par is cheap
money as things are to-day, and had this
State been content to accept £99 instead
of £100 a great deal more could have
been realised. I take this opportunity
of saying that whilst I was Treasurer an
offer was made for £10,000 at 99,
subject to prompt reply; and my reply
was that in justice to those who had
subscribed at par, we could not accept
less, and I am glad to say we got the
£10,000 at par. Although some people
may be under the impression that the
credit of Western Australia is bad,
assuredl y nothing of the kind is the ease
in the sister States. I do not wish to
pursue the subject farther. 1 have
already said I am perfe~ctly satisfied with
the explanation the Minister has been
good enough to give; that being so, I
beg leave of the House to withdraw the
motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

MOTION-HAMEL AND 14ANGEENAN
SETTLEMENTS, PARTICULARS OF
CO NTRAC TS.
MR. 3. M. HOPKINS (Boulder): I

beg to move:-
That in view of the assertions being circu-

lated that the remuneration fixed for certain
clearing contracts made and entered into by
the Lands Department at Hamel and Nan-
geemnn is too low, there be laid on the table a
retur, prepared aftr carefu inspecton by
the Supervising Offcer of the Lands oepar-
Meat, showig in rgrd to each locality-t,
The name of each contrcor engaged. 2, The
area of ladembraced in eh contract. 3,
The clmss of work comprised in each contract.
4, The price agreed to be paid under the con.
tract. s, Price usually paid for similar work
in the neighbourhood. 6, The price at which,
in the Supervisor's estimate, such work would
be let if made available for competition at the
present moment. 7, The amount drawn by
contractors and dates of payment. 8, The
amounts (if any) now due to contractors. 9,

The amount required to complete contract.
ic, A report on the lands comprised in each
contract, showving the extra improvements (if
any) effected by contractor, and their com-.
mercial value as improvements, that is im-
provements other than those for which the
contract specially provides. it, Total are
under crop in each contract. 12, Variety of
crops. 13, Extent and value of crops harvested.
14, Supervisor's estimate of the methods
followed by contractr-first as a cleawing
contractor, and second as a producer. 15,
Total amount already received by contractor
(if from outside sources show same separate).
16, What disadvantagso (if any) are imposed
on the contaor under the existing cuatract.

In moving this motion I do not wish
to occupy the time of the House by
elaborating upon the system that has been
established at either of these two places.
Assertions have been made that the re-
muneration fixed by the department has
been too low. Of course, if the remunera-
tion has been too low, ultimately that
will be to the advantage of the settler,
inasmuch as if he chooses to repay that
money and acquire his fee simple at a
later date he will have all the less money
to repay. It will be equally to his
advantage if, for example, he says, " I
will take a 99-years lease of the land at
five per cent. on its capital value, the
capital value being determined by adding
the cost of the money expended on im-
provements." At the same time it has
been alleged by some persons that the
remuneration fixed was too low to enable
the ordinary settler to earn sufficient to
keep him going during the period of
development. I do not need to take this
opportunity of pointing out that even if
the earnings were less than he would get
from outside sources, I think in some
instances it would be found that, by
working lona hours and hard, some of
the settlers have been enabled to earn
nearly as much as they would from other
employment in the district. However,
without going into the case now, and in
order that both sides of the House may
have this information placed upon the
table of the House, my motion simply
requires that the Supervisor at Hamel oni
the one hand, and at Nangeenan on the
other, should make a careful inspection at
the present period, and in the light of the
experience gained since these settlements
were established report to this House
upon the various point I have
enumerated. It was not the Minister for

Hamel and [2 NovEAiBCR, 1904.]



1000 KHamel andrASML. Na ennetlmts

Lands at that period, nor would it be the
Minister for Lands at any other period,
who would fix the price of a, contract,
except after he has consulted every
authority at his disposal. I may, for
the information of members, tell them
thatat Nangeenan the price fixed for clear-
ing was recoinmended hy Mr.John Robin-
son. No person I suppose will deny the
experience or the qualifications or ability
of that gentleman either in agricultural
or pastoral matters, or in any matters
pertaining to the development of agri-
culture. I think hie is part owner in a
large degree of the Valley Estate; I
suppose one of the best estates in West-
ern Australia. He was, I believe, at
one time manager of the works on the
construction of the Midland Railway ; he
is a man with a thorough 'knowledge of
men, and he is generally spoken well of
by the contractors who come into contact
with him. So far as my knowledge goes
he is a man of that kind. He is on the
property and is able to use personal
supervision. As a matter of fact I took
the opportunity, immediately this was
printed, to cut it out of the Notice Paper
and -post it to the manager, Mr. John
Robinson, in order that he might be
prepared, if the motion were carried, to
supply to the Minister the information
with all the expedition possible. I made
no comments. All I did was to poet the
printed paragraph in order that he might
have it for his information, In the light
of experience he has gone through, having
seen the men at work and knowing they
are good workers and what they are able
to do,'he will no doubt show where a
modification is possible or desirable.
Then, referring to the Hamel settlement,
every precaution was taken there, because
of the exceptional circumstances which
surround a settlement of that kind. We
wanuted to make an experiment in the
development of a large area of country
known as the chain of lakes, almost from
Albany on the south coast, around the
coast lines and as far as tleraldton, and
that was really one of the primary
reasons which led to the establishment
of the Hamel settlement. But before
the contracts were let we had the land
and improvements required valued and
assessed by very capable offcers. First,
I think the Director of Agriculture
made a valuation ; I think also the

manager of the Agricultural Bank made
a valuation-of course If am speaking
from memory-also that Mr. McFarlane,
who has been working that soil for many
years past and is in charge of the State
nursery, made aL valuation; and lastly
Mr. Crowther, the surveyor who has
been entrusted with the expenditure of
all the drainage money in the South-
Western district.

Mn. MORAN : I think the manager of
the Agricultural Bank will not take
much responsibility for it.

Xv. HOPKI NS : I do not know about
the manager of the Agricultural Bank
taking responsibility for it. I have no
doubt he will be prepared to certify the
figures by him are correct. I am speak-
ing fromn memory, but I believe his
valuation is on the file. As a matter of
fact, that question being raised, I believe
I ant correct in also saying it was on his
recomm endation that the land was
repurchased originally by the Govern-
ment from Air. De Hamel. I think there
is no doubt about the quality of the
land on the Hamel Estate. There is
nothing I desire to say farther except
that I am myself aware there are some
three or four who have been discontented
at Hamel, I have no evidence to show
either the merits or demerits of their
individual cases. At the same time I
have ample evidence to show that a large
number of men who went there anad set-
tled are well pleased with their prospect,
and to that extent I am highly gratified
to know that some success has been
achieved. In order that members may
have an opportunity of discussing this at
a Inter date, when no doubt ample oppor-
tunity will be given, I beg to move the
motion which stands in my name; and I
hope members will carry it in order that
we may have that information with all
the expedition possible.

MR. C. H. RASON : I second the
motion.

THE MINISTE RFOR WORKS (Hon.
W. D). Johnson):- In view of the motion
of which notice has been given by the
member for Wellington (Mr. Hayward),
I would ask the memiber for Boulder
not to press this motion. The motion
states " that in view of assertions being
circulated"-

Ma. Honnreq, Hear, hear.
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THEm MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
is true that the settlements are being
criticised both by those working on them
and others who have taken an interest in
them. Still, the fact remains that the
motion of the member for Boulder does
not cover all the assertions made.

MIL. HOPKINS: I intended it not to do
So.

Tang MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
think myself that if this House wants
information, it wants the whole of the
information in connection with these
settlements.

Ms. NAmisoN: Will it net come to a
select committee ?

Tag MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not
necessarily so. The select committee will
get all the evidence that this House
desires, or that can be obtained.

MR. MORAN: A select committee can
take these categorical questions and the
answers.

Tane MINISTER FOR WORKS:
What I urge is that it is unnecessary to
carry this motion. The position is this.
We are appealing for information from
officials who have already given informia-
tion and have given in reports in connec-
tion with both these settlements; conse-
quently we are only asking those officers
either to back up the statements they
made or contradict their assertions and
the estimates given to the department;
therefore I think we should have an

inquiry into these statemients outside
thlese officers, or if we are going to have
the opinions of these officers, we should
have them obtained by questions put to
them by aselect committee. I think the
member for Weltington is right in moving
for a select committee, as we shall then
see all sides of the question. We shall
have all the assertions, and not merely
those mentioned by the member fo~r
Boulder. We shall have the objections
which have been brought forward by
critic;s in connection with these two
settlements. Therefore I hope the mem-
ber for Boulder will not press the motion,
as it would be only duplicating the work
that a select committee will do; and it
will bo a certain amount of expense to
the country to obtain this inforwation.
It is uninecessary to go over it twice.

Mu. NAxson: A select committee will
have to obtain the information.

Thx MINISTER FOR WORKS:- That
is so. Then if a select committee is
going to obtain it, why carry the motion ?
That is my point. However, I appeal to
the hon. member to withdraw the motion.
If lie refuses to do so, we shall have to
leave the motion in the bands of the
House.

M~R. C. J, MORAN (West Perth) - I
was not in the Chamber when the hon.
member who represents that part of the
country gave notice of mnotion, but I
understand that he is moving for a select
committee to inquire into the Hamel
settlement and the Nangeenian settlement.
I think that is the wisest course possible
under the circumstances, apart altogether
from the rumours. They are not rumours
to me about these settlements. I have
been the recipient of many communica-
tions from the official body known as the
Hamel Settlers' Association, from the
very opening of this rarliament, contain-
ing very grave assertions about the
management of things at these settle-
ments, which I have not thought fit
before to-daky to bring under the notice
of the House. The member for Boulder
(Mr. Hopkins) had the advantage of an
" Apologia pro vita sua " on the Address-
in-reply, and I did not wish to harass
him during his policy speech by intro-
ducing this matter. These village settle-
nients have been a failure iii every part
of Australia.

MR. HoPKiNs: This system has not
been tried in other parts of Australia.

Mn. MORAN: I am not saying it is
the same as this. If the hon. member
knows anything of the history of these
village settlements he will know that they
have failed. I know of none that have
succeeded. EM FxBa a Success depends
upon the quality of the land.] No; you
may have land of the richest quality.
of the utmost capacity, and it may be
covered with trees which will cost £80 an
ag re to dear. I would rather as a poor
man have land worth half the value with
none of the trees, and I should expect to
mnake a bigger success of it. The truth
about this Hamel settlement is that up
to date it is a failure.

MRt. B usRs: How long has it been
established ?

MR. MORAN: I say " up to date."
It does not matter whether it was estab-
hlied since the ark or yesterday, it is
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up to date a failure; that is to say it has
not realised expectations.

MR. Horm &S: Whose expectationsF
MR. MORAN: The expectations of the

Lands Department, the principal officers,
the experts; I think amongst others the
most expert of all perhaps, the manager
of the Agricultural Bank. I think if the
manager of the Agricultural Bank were
closely questioned on this matter he
would not say the original pioneers
reaped the reward of their labours in
connection with the settlement.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
select committee will get all that infor-
mation.

MR. MORAN: That is my opinion,
that this village settlement has not
panned out according to expectations.
In connection with the Hamel settle-
ment it is unfortunately a fact that some
of the land that the settlers have gone to
great expense in clearing has turned out
not to be land at all but sand, wet sand;
there is no doubt it is sand. Some of
the land may be good, but the whole of it
will take a very great deal of working
and sweetening before it will be fit for
the ordinary poor farmer to settle upon.
It is unfortunate that, if the land be
good, it is not drained. There has been
one instance where the only dry spot on
the whole of the settlement was--

MR. HAYWARD: The drain.
MR. MORAN: Quite right. It was

that part of the drain taken out and called
a bank. It is a positive fact that the only
dry spot on one of these settlements was
the place where a man built a shanty
on some sand turned up out of the drain.
It is a good job that they drained it, else
the man might have been drowned. In
view of these facts, I think the House,
apart altogether from recrimination be-
tween one member and another-and we
k-now there will be a certain pe' centage
of failures even in the most brilliant
experiments - should inquire into the
bases of these village settlements. Let
us see exactly where we are going; for
remember, there is in Western Australia
less occasion to force these peculiar
village settlements than there is in any
other State. We have so much good,
arable, productive land in the most
excellent situations, in dry spots requir-
ing very little clearing, thiat we have no
need to expend large sums to try to force

settlement where settlement cannot now
be forced. The land policy of Western
Australia has been for years past of the
most satisfactory character. We are
making greater progress in laud settle.
mnent ihan any other country, not except-
ing Canada. One of the brightest spots
in our present development is the fact
that our small population in this gigantic
country are making magnificent progress
in land Settlement, and not at any great
cost either. Therefore, when we seek to
force settlement in places like Hanmel, let
us be careful that the game is worth the
candle; let us be careful to ascertain
whether it would be as well on some
occasions to remove settlement to drier
spots rather than keep it in places so
ill-favoured as have been the sites of
some settlements. I hesitate to condemn
the Hamiel settlement, because I know
initial difficulties exist to be overcome;
but I do not hesitate to advise the
House to have a thorough examination
of these two experiments at Hamnel and
Nangeenan respectively, to see whether
up to date they have been well advised.
As we have railway lines through every
amble part of the State, through high
and dry lands which are lying idl e, there
is a legitimate way of forcing settlement.

MR. EuuanS: By, giving the people
railways.

MR. MORAN: Probably the hon.
member does not know that we have
twice as mouch railway line per head as
any other State on earth. All thecountry
tapped by our railways is not, settled.
If the hon. member will vote with me on
all occasions for an unimproved land tax
in Western Australia, so that settlement
may proceed where both man and God
intended it to go. along those railways
in good portions of the State, we sall
have no occasion to talk about new rail-
ways.

ME. N. J. MOORE: Perhaps we have
not so good a knowledge of the country
as you have.

IMs. MORAN: The hon. member is
young and vigorous. Let him travel,
and acquire as good a knowledge.

MR. N. 3. Moons: When you know
Western Australia as well as I, you will
know a little about it.

MR. MORAN: The hon. member is
blowing hot and cold. What does he
mean? His interjections are evidently
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" spoke sarcastic." I have seen a fair
portion of it-nearly all of it;i and we
all know that one needs only to see the
Southi-Western District to learn that
there is no part of Australia to-day with
so much unused railway line as is to
be found there. We liwve a tremendous
railway mileage in this State. Can we
afford to be always going on so far ahead
of settlement with new railways P Can
the most vigorous people on earth afford
that? I sky, naturilp rudaence would
teach us to fortify our position by settling
arable landls along existing railways.
Instead of forcing on new railways or
new village settlements, our best policy
is to force settlement where settlement
should naturally go-along the railways
now existing. At the Hamel settlement
there is grave dissatisfaction. Accusa-
tions of favouritismn and of all sorts of
offences are made against officers of the
Lands Department. Of theae accusations
I take no notice. If I did, I should have
brought forward some letters I have had
in hand since the opening of this Parlia-
ment.

MR. HopxiNs: You could have found
them on the official file.

MR. MORAN; As the hon. member
knows, they are very strong letters indeed,
dealing with himself when Minister for
Lands, and with his officers. I have no
occasion even to look at that phase of the
question.

MR. HopxiNs: I was very careful to
put them on the file.

Mu. MORAN: Yes. I am at one with
the hon. member, in that we both desire
to encourage settlement in this State.
The hon. member has been a strenuous
advocate of land settlement for at least
12 months. I have been its strenuous
advocate for at least 12 years; so, after
all, we are in the same boat. But there
is no particular praise or blame attach-
able to the hon. member, or to any other
ex-Minister, for the Hamel settlement.
It was proposed by another Minister, and
not by the hon. memiber. It was proposed
long before either I or the hon. member
received the Lands portfolio. The Hon.
G. Throssell bad this idea of a settlement
at Uamel in his mind.

Mn. Horxiss: He never put it on
record.

MR. MORAN: He constantly referred
to the matter in the House; and long

before Sir John Forrest went out of office,
he caused the introduction of a Drainage
Bill to deal with the very areas under
discussion. So if there be any praise or
blame attachable in connection with the
scheme, the praise or the blame attaches
to) the department as a whole. All that
the hon. member (Mr-. Hopkins) did was
to lend his peculiar vigour to the pro-
mulgation of a. sc-heme which has not had
the happiest results. The hon. member
could not help being vigorous even in
doing mischief; and happily, during his
continuance in office, he was vigorous in
doing good. But I suppose the hon.
member, in common with me, desires
that we shall find out exactly on what
bases these village settlements rest;
where we have erred in the past, how we
can avoid erring in the future; whether
it is worth proceeding with a continuous
policy of enforcing village settlements, or
whether it were wiser to allow settle-
ments first to take place where nature
intended, and as population increases,
and land becomes scarcer and the demiand
for it greater, to go to work with our
increased population to encourage settle-
ment in places where it does not now
seem advantageous that it should be
fostered. Allow the motion to be post-
poned, or withdraw it; because I think
the required information can be better
obtained by the select committee, together
with other valuable evidence from the
witnesses examined.

MR. T1. HAYWARD (Wellington):
This settlement happens to be in the
district I represent. I have been there
on several occasions, and not long ago
I was asked to move for this select com-
mittee. Not only the settlers, but others
more or less interested have impressed
me with the necessity for it. I have no
wish whatever to clash with the motion
of the member for Boulder; in fact, I
had my notice of motion written out
some three weeks ago or more, but for
various reasons I postponed it. Then
thought it advisable not to let it stand
over any longer, but to bring it forward
to-day. I shall have an opportunity of
more fully stating my reasons when the
motion is discussed; and I do not think
I need now deal with tho question. I
make these few remarks to signify my
unwillingness to clash with the present
motion.-

Hamet and
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MR. N. J. MOORE (Bunbury): I
think the member for Boulder ought to
accept the suggestion that a select com-
mnittee be appointed. This will be in the
best interests of all who wish to clear up
this question of the Hainel Settlement.
I am of opinion that when the Minister
for Lands instituted that settlement, it
was not with a view to provide blocks of
land on which men could make a living
all the year round. I think it was uinder-
stood at the time that the men who took
up those areas would make their homes
on them, and would be able to work at
the various timber mills in the neigh-
bourhood. That at least, I should think,
would be the idea of anyone with a
knowledge of the country; because it is
simply absurd to think that a man can
make a living out of 5 to 25 acres of
land. As to what tbe member for West
Perth has stated about developing
country along the existing railways, we
know there are hundreds of miles of
railway alongside of which men cannot
make a living. The country now under
discussion, notwithstanding what has
been done in the way of draining and so
forth, will not enable any man to make a
living. I know of land surveyed eight
or ten years ago, on which a house has
been built, a few acres fenced in, and
the land has gone back to its original
state, with no otnier improvements
effected. Therefore I say we should
extend our railways to country which
will carry population, say the country
lying between Collie and Narrogin, where
mien have taken up land. The other day
we had a statement from the Premier
that 86,000 acres of land have been
applied for between Collie and Narrogin.

MR. MORAN: Let us be sure we put
the settlers in the right place.

MR. MOORE: They go there with
their eyes open. A mistake made in the
early days as to the South-Western
Rai way was that the whole of the land
was surveyed before selection. It was
cut up like a chess board. Roads were
made through swamps, and thousands of
pounds wasted. No attention was given
to selecting land in the best positions
available. I think it will be found, also,
that several of the persons who have
taken up land at the Hamel settlement
are not guited to the work. One man
can maeke a, living on a farm where

another would starve; and it will
always be so. A man who is a very
excellent miner or a diligent civil servant
is probably unfit to go on the land, and
will Starve; and I do not think we
should blame the administration so much
as the persons who have taken up the
land. I hope the member for Boulder
will accede to the wish of the House that
a select committee be appointed.

HoN. J1. P. McLARTY (Murray ): I
know the Hamel settlement very well,
and I have known it all my life. The
land is of very good quality; but I do
not think any part of the State has land
on which such settlers can make much
headway. The land is not fit for wheat-
growing. It is too cold and wet, as it is,
for orchard cultivation ;and it is not
satisfactory for vegetable growing. I
know a settler not many miles from
Hamel who not long since sent a ton of
vegetables to the goldfields. He selected
good vegetables, and.got a return of be.
for the whole consignment. Another
man, nearer Hamel, sent up l5cwt., and
be wag 3a. 6d. in debt. So it is no use
having close Settlement and thinking the
people will make a living out of
vegetables. The Hlame1 settlement,
taking it all round, is on exceedingly
good land. The land needs draining ;
and I doubt whether anyone can make a
living on a Small patch of it. To make
a profit, the settler needs a place on
which to run a few cows, or something of
that sort. The only hope of these
Settlers when they started was in grow-
ing vegetables; and I think that form of
enterprise will be a failure.

MR. J. L. NANSON (Greenough):
The debate on this subject has been
most interesting; but it seems to some
extent to have anticipated the debate we
may expect on the motion of which the
member for Wellington (Mr. Hayward)
has gvnnotice. The suggestion of the
minise for Works that this informa-
tion should be withheld until the select
committee sit is somewhat unusual.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: I said
the motion was unnecessary.

MR. NANSON: Of course, if the
member for Boulder is not anxious to
have the information, no doubt he will
withdraw his motion; but it is unusual, I
think, when a member brings forward a
motion seeking information, that any
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attempt should be made to prevent his
getting that information, more particu-
larly in a case like this, when the
information asked for should be readily
obtainable. The motion contains a. long
list of questions; but I should think the
great bulk of them could be answered
within 24 hours with the utmost ease.
For instance, he asks the name of each
contractor engaged. I do not sup-
pose it would take the Lanids Depart-
ment very many minutes to get
that information, or the areas of land,
or any similar information required.
A report is asked for, and I suppose that
report is the only thing which will take
time to prepare. All the other informa-
tion must already be on the files of the
department; and, as the member wishes
it, I should think the Minister for Lands
would have no objection to lay the infor-
mation on the table of the House.

MRt. HOPKINS (in reply) : The points
that are raised in the motion I had the
honour of submitting are dlearly defined
statements of facts, in every instance,
and that being so I ask, why do the
Government take exception to these ques-
tions of fact being answered? I might
easily have given notice of a question day
after da 'Y, until I got all the informationI
I required. If the motion contained a
question of policy, I would be prepared
to consent to the matter being referred to
a. select committee; but these are ques-
tions of fact, and that being so, is it not
proper that the officers supervising the
work, in the light of the experience
gained when supervising contracts, should
now bea asked to report on the points
enumerated ?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
have already reported.

Mn. NANSON: Then you can lay these
reports on the table.

MR. HOPKINS: In asking for this
information, I took it that the officers of
the department are honest; but it seems
to be the opinion of the Minister for
Works that they are not. I found them
distinctly honest. In the light of exper-
ience I believe the amount of remunera-
tion was fixed, and if it is less than that
usually paid for the same class of work
in the same district, then I believe that
the officers are manly enough and honest
enough to admit that a mistake has been

made, and that some additional remunera-
tion should be allowed.

MR. SCAnDAN: Other more serions
Statements were made.

Ma. HOPKINS: They have nothing
to do with my motion. We shall reach
them in due course by carrying the
motion of the member for Wellington.
If the member for Ivanhoe was as sincere
in his desire to extend help and considera-
tion to these people, who cannot help
themselves, as I was when I took the
question up, or if the member had devoted
one-tenth of the time that I have in
making the settlement a success, there
would have been some grounds for his
observations. If a select committee be
necessary to inquire into the Hamel
settlement, because of the reasons men-
tioned by the member for West Perth, is
it not proper for that member or some
other member of the House to give notice
of motion, and state definitely the reasons
that actuate him in calling for a select
committee, and at the same time definitely
defining the scope of that select com-
mittee. For my part I object to delving
in and doing the work of the present
Minister, who should be competent to
carry out his own work. The questions
I ask are questions of fact undoubtedly,
and it is without precedent for a Govern-
ment to deny answers to questions on the
Notice Paper.

Tns MINISTER FOXs WORKS: We are
going to obtain that for you.

MR. HOPKINS: A telegram des-
patched ten days ago, when notice of my
motion was given, would have obtained all
the information, which could have been
laid on the table, in which case the motion
would not have been moved. Surely if the
Government wished to give the infor-
mation, they could have done it in the
way I suggest. There have been state-
ments made to which some explanation is
due to the House. For example, the
member for West Perth stated that the
Hamel Settlers' Association complained of
various things. It is remarkable that I
received a letter, not on paper such as
one mightexpect from a hand of struggling
Settlers, but on elaborate letter-paper,
and bearing at its foot, something like
seven or eight signatures. At that period
over three quarters of the original con-
tractors who went to Hamel retired from
the association indignantly, and declined
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to endorse the unwarranted statements
which were being made by a email section
of those engaged. Is it not also remark-
able, when one analyses a few of the
signatures attached to the letter, to find
many of them not settlers at Hamel at
all? Is it not remarkable that in order to
bolster up their case three or four of the
malcontents had to induce several other
settlers, who were introduced into that
settlement years ago and probably would
not make a success anywhere, to join
them?

Tns MINISTER FOR Woars : That in-
formation a select committee will get.

MR. HOPKINS; Of course, but does
the Minister think I am going to sit
silent in my place, when I hear charges
of that sort, without replying? I have
had ample letters from settlers thanking
me for the opportunity I have given them
to establish a home for themselves. I
point to one settler at Busselton, Mr.
Penner by name, who I believe has reared
a family of eight children on two acres of
swamp land, yet we are told that 20 or
80 acres of similar country is not enough
for a man to establish a comfortable home
upon. Oomplaint has been made that
settlers might have to go away from home
to work during two or three periods of
the year. Is that any hardship ? How
many of the old pioneers could say that
they did not go away from home during
hard periods to keep the pot boiling?11

MR. BoGErs: Ft has been done all over
Australia.

MR. HOPKINS: I have laid it dlown
that it is not all kid gloves and wire
mattresses that the people at Hamnel must
expect, but hard work and plenty of it.
The association sent delegates to inspect
the country before anyone signed the
contract, and being satisfied of the
quality of the land, and satisfied that
bigger concessions were given to them
than to any other body of settlers in
Australia, they accepted the conditions.
I am pleased that while I was able to give
this concession to a body of strong men
who were out of work and could not get
it, and had no prospect of establishing a
home for themselves, their wives and
families, the interests of the State were
conserved at the same time. When their
contracts are finished, these people may
become settlers, but they may surrender

their contracts if they wish. If a man
says, "lIam dissatisfied; I have had three
months of it here, and it does not suit
mne; pay me for what I have done," he
will be allowed to go. Did any one of
these men say the 'y wished to retire?
There isnot one man on the settlement
to-day whocould not realise in the open
market three times what it would cost
him to buy the land from the Govern-
ment, and how many of these men would
have remained in the streetsF There
are other aspects which should have been
considered by members. Not long since
Mr. Brewer, a settler, wrote me that he
got 19 tons to the acre f rom his land; and
as to the kind of crop. it was swede turnips,
and was his first crop. The area I am
not prepared to vouch for, but it was about
two acres, if my memory serves me right.
The member for West Perth in speaking
of Bawel referred to it as a settlement,
and compared it to the village settle-
ments in the Eastern States. In reality,
although commonly known as the Hamel
settlement, that is a misnomer, inasmuch
as it is not at settlement but a clearing
contract given to men who had no oppor-
tunrity of doing anything of the kind
anywhere else. When these men have
finished their contracts they can retire
from the land, and hand it back to the
Lands Department. If these men have
done well during their year or two,
which is really a term of apprenticeship,
they have the option of taking up a 99-
years lease at 5 per cent, on the capital
value. At Nangeenan there is a different
class of settlement. The blocks vary
from 100 to 200 acres in extent, flat
land was selected by Mr. John Robinson,
a tract of country east of Northamn. I
believe it is a departure that has been
made at Nangeenan, and despite anything
to the contrary it will succeed. Roughly,
the men get from 100 to 200 acres in a6
block. The member for York says it is
not enough. May I put forward the view
that there are unlimited thousands and
millions of acres that any man can select
if he is able to do so, but like the pioneers
in every country these men must start mn
a small way. There is any amount of
land available, and it is good land for
grazing horses, sheep, and cattle: they
will do 'well there.

Mx. MORAN: How many horses, sheep,
and cattle are there in the whole bally
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country to-day ? There are not enough
to keep a decent farm going.

MR. HOPKINS: The fact remains
that the country is suitable.

MR. MORAN: I am told that in that
part one cow cannot bear another bellow.

MR. HOPKINS: I have heard the
member for West Perth say that you
should settle land only along agricultural
railways first. I may take this oppor-
tunity of saying that when looking for
land, settlers will not be forced to take
what will not suit them. In this regard
the member for West Perth peiusly
uttered a sentiment which is .altoether
impracticable. I know of men who have
been looking for land, and they will not
take anything if they do not like it. If
the land does not suit a man, he will not
settle alongside a railway. Settlers in
this country have deolined to take advan-
tage of the land agents to drive them
in buggies, but it has been known
for a would - be settler to walk 20
or 30 miles so as to pick out a
piece of country to suit him. If
the railways had been built on pio-
neer principles-not as in Victoria,
an elaborate system which was good
enough for England, and where there was
ample reason why the railway system
fell through, for the country found itself
over-burdened with railways-

MR. MORAN: And they had much
better soil than ours.

Mx. HOPKINS: And a much smaller
area, and what good land they had was
locked up.

MR. MORAN: Therefore there were
less railways.

MR. HOPKINS: The best land was
locked upby the Manifolds and the Churn-
sides; I know something of the prospects
in Victoria and the prospects in Western
Australia to-day, and I take the oppor-
tunity of saying, whilst all credit is due
to the member for Northam when
Minister for Lands-I refer to Mr.
Throssell-at the same time the scheme
for developing and settling persons on
the Hamel estate did not originate with
Mr. Throssell, nor was he in any way
responsible for the departure made there.
I was responsible for the departure, and
I am prepared to accept the responsi-
bility.

MR. MOxAN: What departure?

Ma. HOPKINS: In creating the
system of contracts established at the
Hamel settlement.

MR. MORAN:- Clearing the scrub?
Mit. HOPKINS: Yes.
MR. MORAN: That is yours, right

enough.
Ma. HO0PKINS: Subject to the con-

ditions of the contract. Evidently the
member for West Perth has never seen
this settlement. There are other ques-
tions I might have dealt with; but we
shall have an opportunity when the
member for Wellington moves his motion
appearng on the Notice Paper. I want
to take the opportunity now of saying,
let us have some definite statemients when
that motion is moved, as to what is wrong
and what is to be inquired into. I shall
decline to go on the select committee;
but I shall be pleased to give my evidence,
and will leave the question to the sense
and good judgment of the committee to
express their opinion. I was asked by a
member of the Government to alter the
form of my motion and move for a select
committee; but I declined to take that
course. The present Minister for Lands
(Hon. J. M. Drew) should be capable of
doiug all that is necessary in connection
with this settlement, now that it is to be
turned into a question of politics. I know
there is a sufficient percentage there of
men who have done excellent work, who
have done well for themselves and are
highly gratified at the chances extended
to them; and in view of the fact that my
motion asks only for answers to certain
questions of fact, and does not involve
questions of -argument, I must decline
to withdraw the motion, It is without
precedent that answers to such questions
of fact as are in my motion should be
refused in this House.

Question put and passed.

MOTION-OCEAN FREIGHT RITES, Era.,
TO INQUIRE.

MR. A. J. DIAMOND (South Fre-
mantle) moved:

That a select committee be appointed to
inquire into the following questions. a far as
they affect the trade of Western Autralia:-
i, Ocean freights. 2, Marine insurances. 3,
The termsa of the appointment of the Govern-
ment. Shipping Agent in London. 4, The
occupancy of wharf frontages in Perth and
Fremantle.
lIfe said: In common with other members

Hamel Settlement.
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who may speak on this subject, I con-
aider it myv duty to say that I do not
intend to take up much time with this
motion, but I intend simply to give a
sketch outline of the reasons which I
believe will induce members of the H ouse
to vote for it. For some time past there
baa been considerable discussion in the
Press and elsewhere about the rates of
freight between the United Kingdom and
Fremantle. It has been pointed out very
properly that these excessive rates have
increased the cost of commodities and
increased the cost of living in this State -
not only so, but they have increased the
cost to the taxpayer in another sense, and
that. is in the excessive rates of freight
paid by the Government as well as by
merchants, There has been a great outcry
from merchants as well as other people
as to the excessive rates. The position
appears to be that a ring-and [ am
aware that the word has been somewh-at
fashionable of late, though in this case
there is a ring-there is no question that
a. ring does exist, and its operations can
be clearly established by evidence which
can be placed, before a select committee.
About a quarter of a century ago, a few
of the merchants then in Western Aus-
tralia, who were suiffering from excessive
rates exacted by a tendon shipping ring.
took courage and formed a body called
the Western Australian Shipping Asso-
ciation. The work done by that body for
many years was admirable, and beneficial
to the State; indeed it. worked so well
that it actually succeeded in coercing the
London shipping ring, which graciously
consented to take the local association
into its fold; and between the two bodies
the rates of freight have been regulated
ever since. The association continued to
work in an admirable manner until its
connection with the London shipping
ring; and consequently the association
hats now outgrown its usefulness and
become a menace to the community, as will
be shown by evidence that will be given
before the committee. After the formattion
of the shipping association and its alliance
with the London shipping ring, the two
bodies went in for general chartering;
that is the London ring chartered or the
Fremantle association chartered, and the
proftts derived from the charter in each
case have been divided between the two
bodies, the result being the excessive '

rates of freight, ruling. The freight
from London to Western Australia
averages fully 40 per cent. more than
the freight to Adelaide, Melbourne, or
Sydney. The freights to Sydney,
although the distance is much longer,
are lower than to any other padt of
Australasia. The profits of the combined
ring have been divided between them, as
I have said; but I forgot to say that for
a few years after forming the shipping
association, it was changed into a limited
liability company, now knowiL as the
W.A. Shipping Company Limited. A few
years elapsed, the profits made by the
combined bodies being divided between
them ; and at present I am not in a
position to state what percentage has
been taken by each of the bodies, because
I have not been able to get the infer ma-
tion which a committee of this House
can compel to be given if an inquiry is
ordered by this House; but generally
speaking the W.A. Shipping Association
takes a smaller share of the profits,
which are divided among the share-
holders of the association in this way-
a percentage is paid in dividends on
shares held, and a large percentage paid
to those who import goods and pay
freight under this arrangement. The
rates of freight payable are nominally
the same whether to a consignee of the
association or to a private merchant, and
so far on the surface everything appears
to be straight; but the profits upon
charters arranged through the W.A.
Shipping Association are divided amnongst.
members of the association only; a. per-
centage being divided amongst share-
holders on the shares held, -and so much
per ton on the amount of the freight the
members severally pay for ships during the
year. It will be seen what a tremendous
disability the other members of the com-
munitylabour under in having to pa9y extra
rates of freight and getting none of the
profits. This ring gives a rebate of 10
per cent. half -yoa rly or yearly on all
freights paid by shippers who guarantee
to ship by no other line of vessels; or if
they ship by a competing line, they lose
their 10 per cent. discount. The Western
Australian Government, who of course
are not members of the association, do
not get any share of the profits in divi-
dends on freight reduction, but the
Government get a 10 per cent. discount
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I suppose for the reason that the Gov-
ernment ate bound to ship by no other
line. That in itself will show the neces-
sity for inquiry by a select committee;
and there are other reasons. At the
beginning of this year, an instance oc-
curred in shipping circles which will
emphasise the position of affairs. One
or two lines outside the shipping ring
then came into competition for a short
period, and eventually beat the ring or
threatened to do so, and during that
short period freights were reduced very
considerably to Albany, Melbourne, and
Sydney, but not to Western Australia.
For instance, a line of freight always
brought at a very low rate, namely
printing paper, during that period was
carried to Adlelaide at 20s, a ton by mail
steamers during the time of that opposi-
tion, while similar stuff had to pay 45s.
to come to Fremantle. Evidence of that
and similar instances can be produced
before the committee. The Shipping
Association of Western Australia con-
sists largely of mnerchants, most of whom
are residents in the State; though there
are manyv merchants of this State who
are not shareholders. Tn addition to
that, one-third of the total share list at
the end of March last was held by in-
vestors or speculators who have no ship-
ping interest in this State at all. The
merchants who formed the association
and those who joined it later have got
into such a position that many of them
who are shareholders desire at any price
to break up the ring, for they find they
have succeeded only in creating a great
frankenstein, which threatens to turn
round and is now engaged in tearing
them to pieces. So that my action is not
antagonistic to the shareholders of the
association, for many of them wish to
break up the whole thing; and one of
them who has got rid of most of his
shares is called in London the ring-
breaker. My object is to protect the
State and the public against this con-
dition. of affairs. But the greatest piece
of sarcasm is this, that while the ship-
owner is being continually railed at in
the newspapers and condemned, yet as a
fact the actual freighters never come into
contact with the shipping association.
The whole thing is worked by a ring
of ship-brokers in London; and while.
we are paying these excessive rates

of freight, the ship-owner is getting
for his ships on charter not sufficient
to keep body and soul together.
This state of things exists in Western
Australia very badly, and in one or two
other places in the world. South Africa
was in precisely the same condition until
the last four or five months, and freights
were reduced largely by the representa-
tions made to one of the Ministers of the
Crown in the mother country. The
funny part of the business is that, before
the departure of the newly-appointed
A gent General, he was asked to attend
meetings of the Perth Chamber of Com-
merce and the Fremantle Chamber of
Oommerce to discuss matters relating to
the comimercial interests of the State
represen ted by those chambers; and Mr.
James was seriously asked that, when he
went to London, he should make a
specialit y of inquiring into the causes of
these excessive rates of freight, and try,
to stop them as soon as possible. In the
room, amongst those who asked the Agent
General to do this were men who could
very well have told the cause, and some
of them were members of this W.A.
Shipping Association. The information
they required the Agent General to get
can be obtained here, for it is available;
but we shall require to -use some of the
persuasive powers of this House to get it in
sonie cases. The sooner the information
can be laid before the House and before the
public, the better it will be for the com-
inaity in general. The appointment of
the select committee I propose will be the
qutickest and best means of getting the
information. In addition to the fact of
the new Agent General going away com-
paratively with dust in his eyes-which
hy-the-by I took care to remove on the
day of his departure by handing him
some papers on the subject-on arriving
in London Mr. James will have dust
thrown in his eyes again. The shipping
agent appointed for Western Australia
last year in London belongs to a firm
which holds a similar position in the
State, and which holds shares in this
association. It is plain to any compre-
hension that every ponnd the shipping
agent would save to the Western Aus-
tralian Government in lower freights
would reduce the amount of dividends he
received from the association. Is that a
proper positionP Is it not likely that,
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the new Agent General will have dust
thrown in his eyes b 'y the ring of brokers,
whose names for two or three years have
been practically household words in
Western Australia, and by the shipping
agent? I make no accusation of die-
honourable conduct. This appears to be
the ordinary course of shipping business
in London; and the sooner Western Aus-
tralia is drawn out of the vortexc the
better.

Hoxv. W. C. ANGIwIN:- Did you say the
merchants want to break the ring them-
selvesP

MR. DIAMOND:- Yes.
HoN. W. 0. ANOWVIN:- Then they can-

not be as bad as you make them out to be.
Mn. DIAMOND: I do not think the

hon. member understands what I am
talking about. To show how this thing
goes on year after year, I have in my
possession a report of a case heard in
London last August. It appears that a
gentleman named Marden, the represen-
tative of this shipping association in
London, the man who formed the associa-
tion originally, and who also acts as
shipping broker outside the association,
got up a combination two years ago in
London to capture the Americ an trade to
Fremantle. Some members are probably
aware of the fact that, during the last
year, a new combination was formed to
run traffic between New York and Fre-
mantle, with the result that freight from
New York was something like 40 per
cent. and in some respects 50 per
cent, less than what it was from
London to Fremantle. Mr. Marvin
appears to have tried to get up a
combination in London to put a' stop
to the competition of this American
combination, and he apparently got
several organisations.-(we have to deal
with the Loud on-West Australian group,
the W.A. Shipping Association, and WV.
Marden)-to form a combination. Profits
were to be divided on a, scale which will
appear in the public Press shortly, I
hope; and one of these organisations
was to get 81 per cent. to do nothing but
keep out of it. One of the parties who
had apparently discussed the thing with
Mr. Marden two years ago did not sign
the agreement, and continued to refuse
to sign it, and would not draw the per-
centage of profits which it was stated had
been put to their credit and kept to be paid

out to them. As they refused to sign, an
action was brought against them to force
them to sign or to make them parties to
the deed. By this deed the charters from
New York to Fremantle would be taken
out of thehands of the present holders
and would be handled exclusively by
Mr. Marden. An injunction was granted
to force these people to fall in with the
agreement. Thie case I spoke of was the
appeal in which the whole case was
exposed by the solicitors and by the
Judge who announced the decision.
The injunction was dissolved, and conse-
quently the attempt to control freighnt
from New York to Fremantle and to run
freights up to excessive rates was f rus-
trated, a thing we must congratulate
ourselves on. This matter goes to a
wider field and touches the Empire. We
hear such a lot about our duty to trade,
if we can, with the mother country instead
of foreign countries. What is the result
of this attempted combination ? At the
present moment we have these cheaper
freights brought about by the attempt of
America to break up this London ship-
ping ring. The American manufacturer
can land his goods here cheaper than the
English manufacturer by l~s., lbs., or
20s. per ton. Taking fencing wire
as an instance the English manufac-
turers' quotation f.o.b. London may be
10s. per ton less than the American
nianufact urers' quotation f.o. b. New
York; but this diffcrence is at once
wiped out by the lower rate of freight
from New York to Fremantle, which rate
is the rate we ought to be paying from
London to Fremantle. As I said before,
there are certain figures I have been
unuable to obtain; but so far as T can see,
the amount paid by the Western Aus-
tralian Government in excessive freights
during the last ten years would have
been sufficient to have subsidised a, new
line of cargo steamers altogether calling
at Fremantle, and to leave a profit tW the
Government in the saving of freights,
let alone the enormous saving to the
country in general. I presume it is
possible that the outcome of this select
commit-tee will be that the Government
will step in and interfere with private
enterprise. If members like they can
call it socialism ; but interference with
private enterprise in a case like this is
simply protecting people from robbery.

to Tngvire.
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EON. W C. ANGWIN: That is the
Labour platform.

MR. DIAMOND: I was on that
plaitform before the hon. member had
petticoats on. With reference to the
appointment of the shipping agent in
London and Fremantle, I obtained
answers to some questions I asked the
Government, but things have not been
cleared up, not intentionally I know.
The total amount of remuneration
received by the agent is not set down.
I Shall inquire in the proper quarters,
and I dare say I shall get the information
later on. Here we have a member of
this association appointed shipping
agent in London, why I do not know.

MR. MORAN: You ought to have
found out from your party at the time.

MR. DIAMOND: This agent also
acts in Western Australia. It is a most
amusing thing. He has to arrange for
the clearance of Government cargo on
inward shipping, for warehousing, and
for the dispatching of packages etc. The
Public Works Department has its own
Customs staff for clearing and forwarding
goods, and the Railway Department has
its own Customs staff for the same pur-
pose. This shipping agent also is to
make arrangements for railway tickets
and passages of immigrants. Where are
our immigrantsP He has to obtain
embarkation certificates. What that
means 1 do not know. And hie has to
generally superintend embarkation. Out
here he has to superintend cargo arriving.
It is another mystery that will be cleared
up.

MR. MORAN: You might have to bring
him out from London.

MR. DIAMOND: I think I have
shown sufficient to ask the House to vote
unanimously on my motion. On the
question of marine insurance I shall not
speak long. Rates are much higher than
in the Eastern States, and it is constantly
thrown in our faces that Fremnantle is a
dangerous port. It is a deliberate and
wilful miisstateinent of the facts. Whether
there is a combination among marine
insurance societies I cannot say; hut
there is a comnbin here amongst fire
insurance companies, mny of whom are
marine insurance agents; and I can see
no reason for supposing that there is not
also a combination amongst marine insur-
ance societies. I received, in answer to a

question with regard to the river and
wharf frontages, a reply from the Govern-
ment that the Swan River Company
occupy a large river frontage for a rental
of .£50 a year. A shilling a ton wharfage
is collected and retained by this company,
the State getting nothing. Luckily I
believe the agreemenit is a monthly ten-
ancy : consequently it is a matter that
can easily be dealt with and inquired into
by the select committee. With these
remarks I beg to move the motion which
I have read.

THE PRElMIER (Hon. H. Daglish):
The subject matters embodied in the
motion are fully deserving of investiga-
tion, and I intend to offer no opposition
to the motion.

MR. RASON: Hear, hear.
TEE PREMIER: I recognise tbat the

mover has made a strong case indeed;
and in agreeing to the appointment of a
select committee, I can only trust that its
investigations will be such that will
enable us to deal with some of the
admitted evils to which the hon. member
has referred.

Question put and passed.
A committee appointed consisting of

Mr. Harper, Mr. Horan, Mr. S. F.
Moore. Mr. Moran, also Mr. Diamond as
mover; to report on Tuesday, 22nd
November.

BILLS, FIRST READING.
FREWANTLE MuNrcrrnL LOANS VALI-

nATION, received from the Legislative
Council, and on motion by Mr. NEED RAN

read a first time.
Noxious WEEDS ACT AmENDMENT,

received from the Legislative Council
and read a first time.

MOTION-LA ND SETTLEMENT AT
NANGEENAN.

TO DISCONTINUE.
MR. A. J. H. WATTS (Northarn): I

move:
That in view of the unsatisfactory condi-

tions surrounding the settlement at Nan-
geenan, this House considers that the settle-
ment should not be persisted in.
I desire to draw the attention of the
House to the State of affairs at Nan-
geenan. Most members know the
locality of this settlement, some few
miles east of Hine's Hill. At the request
of some of the settlers, I visited Nan-
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ganeen on the 17th October. I was
driven over the settlement, and saw
many of the homesteads and the work
being done there. I will read the agree-
ment under which the settlers are work-
ing:-

Memorandum of agreement made this..
day of................ between the Honourablo
John Marquis Hopkins, Minister for Lands for
the State of Western Australia (hereinafter
called the Minister), of the one part, and
.......... of .............. in the said State
(hereinafter called the contractor), of the
other part.

Whereas the Minister has personally invited
offers to clear and grub certain lands, ring.
bark other portions of the land at Nanganeen
(near Hine's Hill) on certain terms and con-
ditions, and whereas the contractor has
offered to execute a certain portion of the
work en the said terms and conditions; now it
is hereby agreed as follows:

1, The contractor agrees to grub and
thoroughly clear 50 acres of Nangeensn Lot
No...for the sum of ~.2.....and ringbark
and cut down all scrub over 4ft. high on the
balance of the lot, viz...acres, for the sum
of £.2...2, All trees, stumps, palms, black-
boys, and scrub of all description to be
thoroughly grubbed, excepting such trees, if
any, as may be specially marked as to be left.
3, All roots exceeding in diameter two inches
to be run out and grubbed to a depth of not
less than nine inc hes belowv the surface. 4,
All fallen and grubbed timber, scrub, and
rubbish to be thoroughly burned off or stacked
for firewood or other domestic purposes 5,
All holes caused by grubbing to be filled in
and heaped up, but not until passed by an
officer appointed by the Minister. 6, The
clearing shall be caurried on in one continuous
aeatfrom the point of commencement. 7,

The ringbarking and the cutting down of
scrub over 4ft. high to be done to the satis-
faction of the Minister or his agent. 8, The
work shall be measured by an officer appointed
by the Minister on or about the first day of
each calendar month. 9, The contractor shall
personally carry out and be engaged in the
work hereby agreed to be done, but may employ
such assistance as may be approved by the
Minister or his agent in writing. 10, The
contractor may, so long as he observes the
conditions of this contract, grow such crops as
he deems fit on the lands comprised in the
contract during the currency thereof, and the
produce of such crop or crops shall be the
property of the contractor. 11, The contrac-
tor to completely clear to sky-line a strip
j-chain wide along that portion of Nengeenan
exterior boundary abutting on lot....at Is.
per chain. 12, Progress payment shall not
exceed X10 per month. 13, The work shall be
commenced forthwith and be continuously
proceeded with at a rate satisfactory to the
Minister or an officer appointed by him, and
shall be completed within....months from
date of commencement If not so proceeded

with, or not so completed, the Minister may
forthwith terminate this agreement. 14,
Should any dispute arise out of this contract,
it shall be referred to the Surveyor General
of this State, whose decision shall be final.
15, Should the contractor well and faithfully
complete this contract, he may, on the com-
pletion thereof, make application to the
Minister for the land referred to therein, and
may obtain the same: (a.) As a leasehold for
99 years at 5 per cent, per "an on the
selling price of the land comprised in the con-
tract, viz., X ... the rent to be payable half-
yearly in advance on the first days of March
and September in each year. in accordance
with the provisions of Section 1d6 of the
"Land Act, 1898;" or (b.) As a freehold,
paying such selling price, with interest added,
on the term and conditions under which
Crown lands are sold by the Lands flepart-
ment under "The Agricuiltural Lands Pur.
chase Act," except where such terms may
conflict with the conditions of this contract.
Provided that the contractor shall be bound
to personally reside upon and cultivate the
said landl for at least two years from the date
of the said lease or freehold grant, and shall
not mortgage or transfer, sublet, or part with
the possession of the land or any part thereof
during such ternm of two years: Provided also,
that the lease or freehold to be granted to the
contractor shall be subject to the approval of
the Governor; shall extend to only a depth of
2,000 feet below the natural surface; and shall
preserve the same rights to the Crown as are
provided in the form of Crown Grant in force
at the time of the granting of such lease or
freehold. 16, The contract is personal to the
contractor, and conditional upon his being
personally employed in the work aforesaid,
and the contract may, without notice, be
ended by the Minister if, in his absolute
opinion, or in the opinion of any officer
appointed by him, the contractor is not so
employed, or assigns or transfers this contract,
or mortgages or charges the same, or in any
manner whatever commits a breach of or fails
to observe any condition contained herein,
and on all such matters the decision of the
Minister shall be final and conclusive.

Here follow signatures of the Minister
and the contractor. There are on the
settlement about 80 men; and I wish to
testify to the courage and the energy
which these men have exhibited. I must
say they have indeed shown great
courage, and an energy and force of
character which I scarcely expected to
find in a settlement sorecently established.
The late Government made a huge mis-
take in compelling these settlers to grub
greeu timber, following the roots to a
diameter of two inches, for which work
they are paid at the rate of .22 10a. per
acre. Five pounds per acre would be too
little for grubbing the green timber on
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that settlement. The timber is salmon-
gum, gimlet wood, and morrel. The
same class of timber, when ringbarked,
canu be grubbed by a practical farmer for
25s. per acre; but to clear that land of
green timber, four times that sum would
not, 1 submit, be more than sufficient for
the work to be done. Therefore, when
only twice 25s. is given, and this timber
has to be grubbed up to a depth of nine
inches, and the Toots followed to a
diameter of two inches, I consider the
proposal is altogether ridiculous, and one
which does no allow these settlers to get
the benefit of the stunip-jumping imiple-
ments and more up-to-date methods-
which can be and are employed by prac-
tical farmers. I submit that the price of
£2 10s. id altogether inadequate for the
work to be done. By grubbing this green
timber these settlers are unable to earn
enough to support themselves, their
wives and families, in a satisfactory and
respectable manner. There are about'go
settlers, with areas of from 90 to 840
acres each. The prospect before them is
not brilliant. The district has in the
past proved to be so dry that although a
number of settlers has at different times
attempted to get a living from the land,
not one has got a living by wheat-grow-
ing or by general farming. One settler
at Naugeenan has been fairly successful;
but for several years he had no return
whatever from his land, and be has
to a great extent got a living by supplying
timber for mining purposes. I repeat
that no settler has got a living there by
wheat-growing or other form of agricul-
ture. If the old settlers could not get a
living from growing crops there, I con-
sider that the prospects of the present
settlers getting a living by wheat-growing
are extremely remote. How much less
chance have these men, with comrpara-
tively little experience, when old settlers
who have been there so long have not
been able to earn a living ?

MR. ]Erpims: What are they doing?
MR. WATTS: - They have gone away;

and a good thing for them that they
have. Last year and this year the crops
have been good; but these years were
exceptional. Previously, the crops have
generally been complete failures. I can
give the names of settlers who have gone
there, have been starved out, and have
had to leave. I submit that any practical

farmer with a knowledge of the Eastern
District, will bear me out when I say it is
a precarious undertaking for- any settler
to attempt to gain a living there by
atzriculture. And if from wheat-growing
it is impossible to get a living, bow are
these men to raise sufficient to live?
There are those-and T believe the ex-
Minister for Lands was among the
number-who said the settlers would be
able to get a living by fruit and vegetable
growing.

MR. HopKiNs: Who said so ?
MR. WATTS: The ex-Minister for

Lands, I believe.
MR. Honujs: That. statement is like

the rest of your statements.
Mu. WATTS: At any rate, these

assertions are made by the people now
on the land; and anyone who says
that a living can be made by growing
fruit and vegetables in that locality
exhibits lamentable ignorance and crass
stupidity. Under the conditions on which
the land is held, settlers are precluded
from receiving more than £10 per month.
But a generous Governmnent has promised
them that all amounts they earn in
excess of £10 a month will be credited
to them, and that they will be
able to draw on the credit balance.
A very safe provision when a settler
could not clear more than two to two and
a half acres per month, earning froni X5
to £6 s. It was a very safe provision to
make that settlers could have more than
£10 if they earned it. The settlers have
not the remotest chance in the world of
earning more than that amount in such
timber as is to be found on the settlement.
I speak having practical knowledge of
farming in the Eastern districts, and any-
one acquainted with the thick green
forest there knows that men cannot
grub this timber and earn sufficient to
live in a respectable way and keep their
families.

MR. Hornnss: Is that not an indica-
tion of good soil.

MR. WATTS: There is plenty of good
soil at Coolgardie. I wonder the hon.
member did not start a, settlement there.
These people were supposed to earn suffi-
cient to keep body and soul together
when they were being paid £2 10s. per
acre. It the settlers could stick to the
laud for two years they would then have
50 acres cleared. These people have

Yangeenan Settlement: [2 NovF. s[VER, 1904.]
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little prospect of getting their crops in,
which can be proved on inquiry; for the
men cannot earn enough to leave a surplus
in the hands of the Government. There is
no prospect of getting in their crop, and it
will be difficult to keep body and soul
together. The surplus is an; imaginary
one; it does not exist. The manager of
the experimental farm, who is also in
charge of the settlement, stated to the
settlers that they would have to provide
themselves with means for putting their
crops in.

MR. HOPKINS: He did not do that on
my authority.

MR. WATTS: When the settlers have
to depend on getting produce from the
soil to provide living, it is only cruelty to
these people to ask them to live there
and run the risk of dry seasons and
droughts which have existed in the past.
It has been proved in the past that it is
impossible for settlers to get a living on
this land. Why should cruelty.be prac-
tised on those now sent there? The
people when they have cleared their land
will have to depend on getting a living
from their produce, which simply means
that these people will have to starve.
As the member for York has stated, it is

i mpossible on these small holdings for
people to get a satisfactory living, when
one considers that from 50 acres persons
are supposed to get sufficient to live
on. That being so, I say that those
responsible for the establishment of the
settlement know nothing of the matter.
I give them credit for ignorance, for no
one could think they would be so
criminally culpable as 1.o put men there.

MR. HOPKINS: Did you not say from
90 to 300 acres ? Now you say 50 acres.

MR. WATTS: Fifty acres is the area
which the Government have undertaken
to pay for the clearing of. When this
land is cleared at the price of £02 10s.
per acre the Government generously pro-
pose to sell the land to the settlers on
the usual conditions of payment on
which land is taken up from the Crown.
With the cost of clearing added it will
bring the land up to considerably over
£2 10s., and the land itself will never be
worth the amount that it has cost to
clear it, at any rate not in the near
future, for laud can be bought in the
Same locality for considerably less than
£R2 10s. per acre, in fact at -£1 per acre.

Mu. HOPKINS: Therefore the price is
too high.

MR. WATTS: Although it is pro-
posed to sell the land to the settlers,
these people will not be such fools as to
take it at the price mentioned. The
country will be saddled with this great
expense, for the asset will not be worth
the amount it has cost. The settlers
will have to leave the land, and the
last state of the settlers will be
worse than the first. In addition,
these men have been placed on the
land and have to move their families
there and to pay for the carting of
their stuff-carting watcr to their hold-
ings and that sort of thing, and they
have also to pay for what they are getting,
although they were promised that teams
would be provided, so I am given to
understand. J believe a horse was sent
up to the settlers, but the horse is not
available: it is frequently' used for
driving storekeepers' agents round the
settlemenut and going out kangaroo
shooting. The settlers do not get the
services of that horse.

MR. HOPKINS: That is the fault of the
present administration.

MR. WATTS: The fault is that the
person in charge was placed there by the
late Governnment.

MR. HoPKiNs: Whyv not remove himY
MR. WATTS: All that will come in

time. Whilst ordinary settlers are given
free passes to go to their land, and their
families and goods are carried at nominal
rates, the settlers at Hlame1 have to pay
the full rates for the conveyance of them-
selves and fa~milies and goods to the
place. They are only considered con-
tractors, and have to pay the ordinary
rates, while those persons who are a good
deal better off get considerations in order
to do their travelling. It is an illustra-
tion of the scriptural passage that tells
us that "To him that hath shiall be
given, and to him thatliath not shall be
taken away even that which lie hath."
This settlement has not been establisbed
at all. The settlers were induced to go
on the lanid by false rep~resentation ; and
I say those responsible for settling the
people on the lad-

MR. HOPKINS: On a point of order,
the miber for Northamn states that
settlers have been placed on the land by
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false representations. Is that a correct
phrase to use ?t

Tn SPEAKER: If the lion. member
referred to any member in the House it
would not be a correct phrase, but I did
not take him to refer to any member.

MR. WATTS;: I made no reference to
any member, but I say that people did
not uinderstndu the position, and false
representations were made by niany to
induce them to go on the laud. I con-

sider these p~eople have been placed on
the land knowing very little about the
conditions of settlement in Western Aus-
tralia. A cruel injustice has been done,
for in many instances men with little or
no capital have been induced to go on the
land, and they are unable to earn sufficient
to get a living and unable to get away
from the settlement. I say that the con-
dition of the settlers is deplorable. When
I was there a short time ago I could not
but be impressed with the dire state
things are in. What crime have these
men committed that they should be con-
signed to a Place such as this and ex-
pected to get a living from the landP
What crime are they being punished for
by. being placed on this lad? Is the
crime that of poverty, or have they placed
too much reliance on statements made by
responsible persons? Is that the crime
they have c ommitted, or why are they
being treated in this way, and why have
they been consigned to such a place
where they cannot get a living? Men
cannot live there, and they have their
families with them.

MR. HOPKiNs: Were they advised to
take their families therei

MR. WATTS: I do not know; but
people cannot stand the expense of keep-
ing two homes together when they are
earning such a little money. tittleorno
consideration has been shown to these
people from time to time. I believe
when these people first went to the land,
a number of them waited for a fortnight
for some one to show. them where to
settle. This was when the member for
Boulder was Minister for Lands. There
was no one on the land to show them
about, or who was prepared to tell them
where to settle or to give them any definite
information in regard to the whole
matter.

MR. HopKINs: Was not the land
surveyed ?

* MR. WATTS: Wires were sent to the
late Minister, who apparently was very
much interested in the matter at election
time and showed a deep interest in
getting the 1)eople on the land ; but when
at this time wires were sent to him, no
reply was received and no consideration
whatever was given. I have read extracts
in which these people were induced, by
consideration being held out to them, to
go on the land. I will read some of the

iconsiderations which were held out to the
men. The member for Boulder said:

At Hines Hill the same plan was being
fried, and within a few weeks he felt certain
that good accounts would be comning to hand
from the men who bad got contracts there to
clear the land.

Here is another extract: -

Mr. Hopkins then elaborated on the Govern-
ment seheme of assistmng mnon on to land. A
man could not draw more than X10 a month
for clearing land, and for all over that he was
given credit.

A very commendable intimation to
wake to them. The extract goes on to
say:

W~hen he had some ground cleared there
was no need to go bankrupt buying ploughs
and horses. He could go to the manager of
the experimental Government farm, and he
would bring a team and plough the block,
and deduct the cost from the amount standing
to the man's credit. (Loud applause.)

That is all very good when a man has
nothing to his credit. The hon. member
went on to sa~y:

This was the most progressive land settle-
ment scheme in the world.

Farther the lion, member stated:

He was doing the best be could to take off
this surplus, and since lie bad been Minister
for Leads 8,000 people had been transferred to
the land. They were not people who came
from othor States. He had interviewed 3O
mnon who had recently gone on the land, and
they avenaged six years' residence in the State.
The system under which the Harnel and other
settlements had been brought about had no
parallel in Australia or Canada-in fact, it had
no equal in the world.

I am thankf ul to hear that there is no
other place where people are expected to
go through the same privations and get
so little for it as at Nangeenan and
flame1.

MR. HOPKINS: Why not surrender
their contracts ?

Nargeenan Settlement: [2 NovENHER, 1904.]
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MR. WATTS: They will do that if
you take them away. The lion. member
went on to say:-

These people were given contracts by which
they were not allowed to draw more than £210
per month, and when they had their land
cleared the Government would send a team to
plough it. They could have the water scheme
tapped and say to the Government: " Now go
and put in my crop." If this policy were
pursued we would not have a big public works
policy in the future, but an equality of freedom
which it should be the right of everybody to
acquire.

At 6-30, the SPEAKER left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

MR. WATTS (continuing) : I will
again refer to the inducements held out
to settlers in this locality , which induce-
ments I bold, and think members will
hold, have not been justified. The
member for Boulder (Mr. Hopkins),
speaking in his constituency of this set-
tlement, said according to a newspaper
report:

Some time ago the Government purchased
an estate known as Hamel. It was partly
swamp, but on the whole waes very good
country. It was subdivided by the Govern-
ment of the day, but never selected. Now the
lots had been thrown open and contracts let
to many goldfields people for two years. The
experiment had proved to be a great success,
and he could not do better than quote. the
words of Mr. Grasby, the agricultural exper
from South Australia, who said that the Gov-
ernm~ent of that State had spent £800,000 in
trying to make such settlements, but in his
opinion there was no place in Australia where
such efforts at land settlement had been put
forward. For two years the settlers would be
free fromechage. On the first of every month
they would get a draw, and when the clearing
had been finished they would have the right
by terms extending over 20 years to take up
the land. Ile was told that some of the
swampy land at Hamel was remarkably good.
and one settler Assured him that in nine
weeks' time he was getting his potatoes.
(Loud laughter.) He thought perhaps his
audience was not in touch with modern agri-
culture. (Loud laughter.)

A Voice: Perhaps your informant was dig-
ging up the potatoes he had not sown. (Loud
and prolonged laughter.)

Mr. Hopkins, continuing, said no doubt the
potatoes were not of the better keeping variety,
as they took a long time to come to maturity.
(Laughter.) He Assured them what he had
told them was a fact. Two crops of potatoes.
onions, and turnips could be taken off the land
within 12 months. Another experiment on
the sme lines was to be made near Hine's
Hill, at Nangeenan; and he believed that

to Discontinue.

inside two or three months they would be
hearing gratifying reports frm that district.
(Hear, hear.) Additional blocks had been
surveyed, and they should be available before
the end of the present month. Lot them com-
pare that system with the repurchasing of
estates.

MR. HOPKINS: Why dd you not read
the whole speech ?

MR. WATTS: These were some of the
inducements held out to settlers on those
lands. The 11011. member (Mr. Hop-
kins), with that exuberant energy which
characterises him, and which when mis-
directed is liable to work great injury,
sought thus to induce settlement at amenl
and Nangeenan. I hold that in this case
he has worked injury by making these
and other statements in his grandil oquent
and laudatory style, as if to say, " Alone
I did it! " He referred to the great ad-
vantages which the settlers would reap;
and I maintain that those advantages
have Dot been realised ; that settlers at
those places have found either that they
misunderstood the statements made to
them, or that the bon. member, when say-
ing so much to induce them to go on the
land, made a great mistake as to what
could be done. If practical men had been
consulted, such as the member for York
(Mfr. Burges), who, though he differs from
mue in1 politics exhibits common sense
with regard to land settlement, I say we
should never have had an attempt at
closer settlement in such a dry district,
which, generally speaking, is unfertile,
and is not suited for such close Settle-
ment as we have there. I feel that had
such men been consulted, the hon. mem-
her's statements would never have been
made. I am informed that this Settle-
ment was commenced largely on the
advice of the present manager of the
experimental farm at Nangeenan ; and
this information is Corroborated by state-
mnents made by the member to whom I
have referred. Yet the manager of that
farm is a. gentleman not noted for tile
success he has made of previous under-
takings. He has, through the starting
of this settlement and of the experi-
mental farm, had a fairly snug billet
providedi for him. I will say from
information I have received that this
manager seems to consider it part of his
duty in connection with the settlement
to look after the interests of business
firms, to act as agent for business firms,
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to secure orders from the settlers, or to
secure payment of debts incurred by the
settlers. I say that every practical wan
I have consulted on this subject con-
demns the settlement: and I believe that
any practical man acquainted with the
Eastern District will bold with me that
the place is not suited for the experiment
now being tried. I will ask the House
not to proceed with the settlement, nor
to continue to inflict cruelty on the
unfortunate human beings wvho have
been induced to settle there, many of
them with little or no capital, most of
them with next to nothing in the world
-men who have gone there and cannot
get away. Where so much is heard of
the necessity for care in public expendi-
ture, I hold that from a business
point of view we have no right to con-
tinue this settlement. Prom a business
point of view I think the Govern-
ment should stop the settlement and
the experimental farm also. I believe
that no good can come of either. Where
money is now so urgently required for
other works, we have no right to spend
so much in clearing this land, when
practical men can do the work for so
much less, and when the settlers them-
selves are reaping little or no benefit
from the expenditure. Settlers will find
that though this money is being spent in
clearing, they will not be able to get a
living from the land. I believe that we
should look at such experiments, as at
everything else, from a business point of
view. Practical farmers settling in that
district will make use of modern inven-
tions for stumpi-jumping, aiid for culti-
vating the soil in the cheapest possible
manner; while we, by forcing the settlers
to clear the land and grub it to the depth
required, are preventing the use of
modern implements, the product of
highly trained minds concentrated on
scientific agriculture. The statement
made this evening that large areas are
necessary for selectors is quite correct.
By wheat-growing alone it is next to
impossible for the Hamel settlers to get
a living, particularly from such small
areas as have been granted them. When
a man can combine the pastoral industry
with agriculture, he may have some
chance on a large area to make a living.
The member for Boulder, referring to
this settlement, said it was possible for

people to get larger holdings, to take up
additional areas. But when a man takes
up one area, he does not want to go a
few miles farther on to take up additional
areas. This land was already surveyed
in small blocks; and the present settlers
cannot take up farther areas, for they
have not the means of cultivating the

smnall areas they now hold. If they select
farther areas, these will possibly be
separated by great distances from the
areas they already hold; so that
even though they may take up this
land, it will be at. a serious inconveni-
ence; and if the places they have at
present will not pay them to hold, it will
not pay them to travel distances from
the small holdings to the larger holdings
they may take up. For persons to
settle and make a success of places
of this kind, some capital is required
to commence with. As I pointed out
and as I hold inquiry will prove,
these men have no chance of pvtting
anything aside to provide for the future
and to provide for the holdings they
have, let alone taking up farther holdings
and attempting to clear or make any use
whatever of these holdings. We should
have village settlements where there is
good land and where there is a good
rainfall. Undoubtedly the land is good;
but there is also good land at Coolgardie
and Kalgoorlie. I wonder the hon.
gentleman, when he was propounding a
scheme of this kind, did not start some.
thing of the kind up near those cities,
where there would have been a chance of
being convenient to a market, and more
probability of making a success of. the
settlement than at Nangeenan. At any
rate, the chances would have been better;
and the settlers would have been near
places where they could obtain employ-
ment if they were thrown out of their
holdings. However, I maintain there
were places for the settlement near York,
Beverley, and Northam, where there are
settlements of farmers from whom a man
might get work if it was impossible to
make a living out of his holding. At
present where these men are there is
scarcely any person from whom they can
get work, even if they could get off their
holdings to take work. The regulations
provide that a man must live on his
holding continuonsly. He has two years
in which to clear 50 acres; aud it would
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be impossible for him to clear a greater
area if he worked at his holding the whole
time. The settler is precluded from
getting away from his holding to get
a living elsewhere; so that he is really
precluded from holding the land which
he has been granted for the purpose
of clearing. I would urge on the
Government the necessity for thoroughly
inquiring into this matter and for abolish-
ing this Settlement at the earliest possible
moment, so as to do away with the expen-
diture of money that will need to be gone
into if the settlement be continued. I
would urge that immediate relief be given
to the settlers who have suffered from
the mistake of the past Government.
There is not the slightest question that it
was a mistake. I do not wish for one
moment to insinuate or urge that the hon.
gentleman in charge of the matter at the
time (Mr. Hopkins) did anything but
from the best of intentions. 1 give him
every, credit for this, as every member
must do; but I would urge upon the
House that a mistake has been made, and
that it is necessary for us to remedy that
mistake at the earliest possible moment,
and to give relief to the settlers who
suffered by that mistake.

MR. A. J. WILSON: It bas first to be
proved that there was a mistake.

MR. WATTS: As a form of relief I
would suggest that another settlement
should be opened up in at locality with a
better rainfall, or that these persons
should be moved to some place where
they have a chance of making a, living.
These representations to which I have
given utterance to-night, and in which I
thoroughly believe, were made to me by
not less than 17 of the settlers on that
area, 15 of whom were married men.

MR. EuRoES: How long had they
been there ?

MR. WATTS: The majority of the
settlers have gone on this land since July
of this year, and some of the men have
taken their families there. Others wish
to do so. They are living in the hardest
possible circumstances. In order to try
and make homes in these places they
have built rude huts and places for habi-
tation that the member for Boulder and
most of us would not care to spend much
time in, so far as comfort goes.

MR. HOPKINS: Speak for yourself.

MR. WATTS: At any rate they are
living in the hardest circumstances that
settlers could possibly undergo in any
place; and I hope that, as we have an
interest in our fellow creatures and as
we have humanitarian feelings, we shall,
as we have a right to do, do somethiug
immediately to relieve these persons. It
may Lie urged that the want of success in
this place is due to the entire lack of
experience on the part of the persons who
have settled there. For the information
of those who may hold that view, I may
say that the majority of the men on the
settlement have had previous experience
on farms in the Eastern States. Scarcely
any of those I consulted had not had
experience on farms in the Eastern States,
although they had not had experience
here or they would not have been duped
into going on this land where there are
no reasonable prospects of making a
success, even if the place were suitable
for a settlement. I would ask members
to give relief to these persons who cannot
shift themselves, and who have no means
of shifting. I urge that immediate
consideration should be given to these
settlers who so urgently require it.

MR. F. F. WILSON: T second the
motion.

Ms. J. M4. HOPKINS (Boulder):
Seeing that the hon. member for Northam
represents an agricultural constituency,
I was most anxious to listen patiently to
any observations that might fall from
him upon a matter appertaining to the
agiicultural development and pastoral
resources of this country. After listening
to him patiently I am convinced-to use
a phrase of his own-that ignorauce and
crass stupidity are not, after all, a close
preserve of members on this side of the
House. I heard a most shameful attack
made upon Mr. John Robinson. I
think he was referred to as a personal
friend of mine, or that, as a personal
friend of mine, he was put into that
position.

MR.: WAmP: I made no remark to
that effect.

MR. HOPKINS: I heard the lion.
member make whatlIterraa scathing, a
shameful reference to the supervising
work at Nangeenan. Mr. Robinson is
no more a personal friend of mine than
is ay officer with whom I was brought
into contact while filling the office of
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Minister for Lands. Mr. John Robin-
son had been appointed by the previous
member for Northam (Mr. G-. Throssell)
-a man whose opinion on niatters
agricultural is highly respected-to hold
a post on the Agricultural Lands Pur-
chase Board; and I have not the slightest
doubt tbat,.when that fact is mentioned
even to those who did not know Mr.
Robinson, members will probably say
that at least the opinion of that gentle-
man is more to be relied upon than the
vapouriugs which we have heard from
the member for Northam (Mr. Watts)
to-night. What are the unsatisfactory
conditions that are prevailing at Nan-
geenan? Would not one naturally
anticipate that the hon. member would
have detailed with some degree of intelli-
gence those unsatisfactory conditions in
order that we inight have some oppor-
tunity of remedying them ? For my own
part. I am at a6 loss to understand 'who is
persisting in these unsatisfactory con-
ditions, if indeed it be not the Govern-
ment the lion. member sits behind. So
far as I know, at least there is no mocm-
ber of the Opposition who can exercise
any influence in "1persisting," in the
terms of the motion, " in any unsatis-
factory conditions relating to the settle-
ment " of these men at Nangeenan.
There is one thing for which I can thank
the hon. member. He has relieved the
monotony by quoting some extracts from
my election utterances. They lend, if I
may be permitted to say so, rather an
artistic charm to a rather unconvincing
narrative. The hon. member thens went
on to quote scripture, and I was rather
proud to find myself bracketed with
such a splendid authority. I may
be allowed to wsay "The devil can
assume a pleasing shape "; and at the
same time I may offer my congratulla-
tions to the member for Northam on
his personal attractions. It was very
kind of him to refer to my fertile brain.
The brains of some people would be much
better if they were fertilised. One comn-
plaint was actually made that some of
these men had only earned £6 per month.
I believe there are, amongst the contrac-
tors at Nangeenan, some men who knew
no permanent work for over two years
before they went there; and in con-
sequence, -unsatisfactory as that remunera-
tion may appear, I have not the slightest

doubt that to some of those men £6 per
month is a sum of money not to be
despised. For my own part, I decline to
follow the doctrine which lays it down
that no man can have a chance of estab-
lishing a home in the agricultural dis-
tricts of this country for either himself,
his wife, or his kiddies unless, forsooth,
he is armed with capital. How many of
the old settlers of Western Austraha were
armed with capital? Turn to the agri-
cultural industry in any country, in the
world, turn to the biggest of them:
can it be said that it was wealthy men
or capitalists who developed the agri-
cultural industry ? In not one instance
can such an argumnent be fortified by
experience, In this country, at the time
brought under notice, I was approached
by local Labour organisations-political
unions who were running a candidate in
opposition to myself - by the local
council and by representatives from the
adjoining towns, and was urged to
enlarge the system I had established at
Hamiel. I set to work to do so. At
Nangeenan there are thousands of acres
of country; and despite what the hon.
member has to say concerning its yields,
last year, as he himself will admit, there
was an excellent crop, while this year, he
will admit, there is an excellent crop-
excellent crops for two years in succes-
sion. The lion. member did not tell us
that the great Coolgardie Water Scheme
runs through the centre of this area,
giving to these people a permanent water
supply. Hfe dlid not tell us that there are
millions of acres there, and that, when
the settlers are strong enough, they may
enlarge their holdings on a nominal
rental and go in for agricultural and pas-
toral pursuits on a much larger scale.
The hon. member told us the settlers had
blocks varying f rom 90 to 34 acres, and
wound up by saying, how could these
people live on 50 acres of landP Who
asked them to live on 50 acres of land ?
The position was this. These people had
no opportunity of establishing a home
for themselves. They sent delegates to
inspect the country, and after going on the
land every mnan who expressed an opinion
to me expressed gratification, which may
astonish the mnember for Northam. Had
I remained in office as Minister for Lands
it wats my idea to lease to the settlers
sheep for breeding purposes. It was my
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idea to encourage pig and poultry raising,
and to give every opportunity' for estab-
lishiug comfortable homes which would
bring in comfortable incomes. With that
experiment here there would have been
little difficulty in finding settlers for
millions of acres of land in this country.
What would that mean? The settlement
of this country means the erection of a
better barrier than a rabbit-proof fence,
which is erected at the expense of the
country. It means an effective barrier

against the invasion of the rabbits from
te Eastern States. The contractors, it

would seem, have been taken from highly
lucrative positions, and it has been
through in~ ucements offered by myself.
I say that not one man went to that
settlement except it was through his own
desire; and there was no man at
Nangeenan, while I held the position as
Minister, but would not have been wil-
lingly released from his contract if he had
said, " I am dissatisfied with the pros-
pects which lie before me." On the
other hand, from the time of the settle-
ment of the place to the time I retired
from office-since then I have bad nothing
to do with it; another Minister who
should be capable of dealing with ques-
tions that arise has had control -not a
complaint reached me. The hon. member
comes forward with the statement that I
induced men to leave splendid positions
and go to Nangeenan to be subject to
some torment or torture. Nothing could
be farther from. the truth. Nothing
could be farther fromi the true statement
of the facts concerning the establishment
of the settlement at Nangeenan. I assert
that if I went to Nangeenan I should
receive at the hands of those men a
finer reception than would be extended
to the member for Northam. The hon.
member tells us the settlement is doomed
to failure. If so, why do not the Gov-
ernmnt' release the settlers and give
them passes to return to the occupations
they followed previously-most of them
were unoccupied at that period. The
hon. member says no free passes were
issued to the settlers. The Ministry the
hon. member supports are capable of
rectifying it. That the settlers are not
able to draw more than £10 a month is
another complaint. The present Ministry
can rectify that matter. There axe only

two parties to the contract-the Minister
for Lands and the contractor.

Mu. WATTS: I want them to alter it.
Ms. HOPKINS: I have not the

slightest doubt that if you thought it
would bring a little political prominence
to you, you would do it.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. member
must address the Chair.

MR. HOPKINS: I think the hon.
member will require some political patro-
nage before the next general election
comes round.

MR. WATTS: The hon. member him-
self may want some.

MR. HOPKINS: Perhaps I shall. I
will give the bon. member an oppor-
tunity of fortifying his position in the
House and of fortifying the Government
he sits behind. I iii willing to sacrifice
my seat and take on a contest in Northam
to-morrow with the bon. member.

Mu. WATTS: YOU might have done
that at the last election.

MR. HOPKINS: If I had done that
I might have been returned unopposed,
for if the bon. member had been a candi-
date very few would have been found
rallying rudhsbne.I propose to

watc thedevlopment in connection with
the Nangeenan settlement. I had intended
in the future as I had done in the past
to watch carefully everything that
transpired in connection with that settle-
ment, believing that it was the way to
enable a section of the community to
establish a home on the land if inclina-
tions led people in that direction. It
is claimed that these men are not being
paid fully. Is the late Minister for
Lands to be blamed for thatP Is the
Minister of the day going to inspect
every contract that his responsible officers
let, to see that the remuneration is fair ?
Is he to be an expert in all these things ?
Where are we to get such a Minister
from? The Director of Agriculture could
not be an expert in all the branches of
his department, let alone the Minister for
Lands being an expert in all the branches
which he is expected to administer. The
return I gave notice for nearly a fortnight
since could have been laid before the
House by now, and then the member for
Northam could have said, with authority
if it were true, that these men were
getting X2 10s. per acre while the pay-
ment in the district was £C5 per acre. I.

to Diaeoniinua.
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ami not one who has ever tried to reduce
payment. No person who ever worked
with me or under me will say he has
not bevin liberally and fairly treated. The
difference that exists between the hon.
member and myself as far as I ame con-
cerned is that the best credentials I have
to offer are the credentials of the people
who sent me here, and I am not afraid to
ask them to confirm those- credentials;
and if the member for Northam likes to
put the boot on the other foot and chal-
lenge me in my constituency as I have
done in his, he will find out whether it is
a fact.

MR. WA&TTS: It will read well in the
Press.

MR. HOPKINS: I should be astonished
if anything that emanated front the
member for Northam read -well in the
Press or anywhere else. The hon.
member complained that the settlers at
Nangeenan had wired to me but did
not receive a reply for a fortnight.
It was mzy proud boast while Minister
for Lands that communications which
reached me one day were usually replied
to on the same day. Although there
were exceptions, they were only in regard
to trifling details, which were brought
about because of the information not
being available by the department. That
is a different position from what I find
to-day. After having addressed numer-
ous communicationsto the present Colonial
Secretary on important matters I have
not, since the Ministry took office, re-
ceived a letter from the Colonial Secretary
up to the present period. That is a
slightly different position. If the hon.
member had come forward with any
definite information and bad suggested
to the House that the new scheme which
had been introduced and which I had
hoped to mature under my personal
supervision had some defects in it, I
could have understood it, for I never
surmised that the scheme was perfect on
its introduction, although I assiumed it
would grow to be as perfect as practic-
able. But the hon. member comes
forward to make charges and allegations,
and requests the removal of the people
from that part of the country which in a
few Years to comue, if not developed h:y the
present occupants, will be developed by
others. I think it will prove that the
Jeremiah - like utterances which have

fallen from the hon. member will not be
justified as time proceeds. I do not
wish to take up the time of the House
by enlarging on this subject, but there is
one matter I should like to refer to, and
that is the remuneration fixed by capable
officers. At the time it was fixed it was
a fair remuneration for the work to be
performed. Farther, these men would
probably earn with the assistance of their
shildren-and many of them were married
men with six, eight, or ten children-
much more than £10 a month; but I
stipulated that they should not draw
more than £10 a month, which I thought
was adequate. I also arranged that
the officer supervising the contracts
should at the same time exercise super-
vision over the experimental farm in
the centre of these blocks, so that these
men could serve an apprenticeship on
their own blocks, having before them
an object lesson of what could be grown
on the State farm in the centre of the
blocks. And to prevent these people
going to the expense of buying horses
and plant, I hoped they would have suffi-
cient money to their credit to obtain from
the State iarm horses to plouigh their
lands and to put in their crops, so that
they would get an varly return for the
labour they had expended on the propertyr
If the proposal was a visionary one, I am
prepared to take the responsibility of it.
I am prepared to meet the people settled
on the land, and I venture to say they
will be the last to utter the statements-
I think the unfair statements-that we
have had from the member for Northam
to-night. In the interests of the section
of the community whose desires lie
towards something better than 'working
for wages all their lifetime, in the
interests of that section of the community
who in the ordinary turmoil of city life
are following any other industry and who
find themselves at the end of an extezded
period, as many do on the goldfields, with
little money at their disposal, in the
interests of that section of the community
I was willing and I was anxious to extend
some degree of liberality in seeing that
the State should take notice of them and
place them on the land to secure homes
for themselves. It represents no loss to
the country, for these grazing lands would
represent a large sum of money if placed
in the market to-morrow. Knowing with
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a degree of personal experience of these
large areas of country, I placed the
matter in my own platform, and in the
most radical and perhaps the largest
industrial constituency in Western Aus-
tralia I have given prominence to the
views which I have spoken ta-night. As
I have said on many previous occasions
both on the goldfields and on the coast,
I do not choose one platform or one set
of views for one speech and another set
of views for another. Any announcement
which I have made in one speech wilt
stand comparison with any other speech
that I have made ; and one gratifying
feature is that after an cxtended period
devoted to the settlement of agricultural
lands. I find myself returned with the
magnificent majority of 300 in excess of
any previous majority I received, at the
hands of a mining constituency.

THE PREMIER (Hon. H. flaglish):
In order to enable me to deal with the
question in regard to the Lands Depart-
ment, it will be necessary to move the
adjournment of the debate, as of course
not being the Minister in charge of that
department, I am not able to deal with
the various statements 1 have heard
without a, chance of making mayself
acquainted with the matter. I therefore
move the adjournment of the debate.

Motion passed, and the debate ad-
journed.

MOTION-RAILWAYS, AGRICULTURAL
BRANCHES.

MR. C. HARPER (Beverley) : I move:
That in the opinion of this Houme it is

important, in the interests of this State, that
early steps should be taken to obtain from a
few nonpolitical persons quamlified to represent
agricultural and railway interests, and ap-
pointed for the purpose, a report upon the
agricultural lands lying to the East and West
of the Great Southern Railway, showing the
most suitable positions for branch railway
lines calculated to promote agricultural
development.
This motion fairly covers the question I
wish to bring before members; but there
are a few matters connected therewith
which in my opinion it is desirable I
should also place before members. In
the latest report one gleans of the con-
dition of the agricultural development of
the world, it is stated that the wheat
crops for the present year are not equal
to the demand, with the result that the

harvest all over the world for this year
will leave a shortage. I think we should
bear that well in mind, in discussing
this motion, because it is evident that
this shortage must create a great de-
mand for wheat-growing lands all over
the world. For many year's past we
have been told that one country or
another was going to flood the world
with wheat. But although a very
considerable development has been
made in some lands, production has de-
clined in others, until to-day, somewhat
through adverse seasons but also through
the increasing demand for wheat, the
position is that there will, as I say, pro-
bably be a shortage. It seems to me
that if we have wheat lands available in
thre possession of the State, it should be the
policy of this country to use the surest,
easiest, and best method of inducing
settlement on each lands. It is generally
realised by people acquainted with the
south-western and southern portions of
Western Australia that on the eastern
and western sides of the Great Southern
Railway we have a continuous strip of
probably the best wheat-growing land in
the State. In the matter of climate it is
well situated, the character of the soil is
good, and the rainfall is such as to indi-
cate that it will probably produce-and
we know it has done so in many parts-
some of the highest class of wheat that
land is capable of producing. One thing
most certain in regard to wheat cultiva-
tion is that wheat cannot be produced at
a profit at any considerable distance from
a railway. The facilities afforded in
different parts of the world ake it

imperative that any person going on to
the land must not have to carry his
produce by road an 'y great distance. We
have a line running right north and south
through this strip of country somewhere
approaching about 200 miles in length,
and on each side of that there is an
unknown area; at any rate on the
eastern side there is an unknown limit.
On the western side I suppose 30 miles
will reach fairly well the limits of wheat-
growing country. I1 cannot conceive that
this country can be dealt with unless it
is done under a regular system. For one
section of the community to urge that
a railway should be built f rom one centre
and another to urge that it should be
built from another is, I think, only
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likely to lead to confusion and ultimate
injury to the wholegtate, Thatisniyobject
in placing this motion before members,
that some inquiry should be made asto the
quantity of land available and the best
means of affording that transport which
is absolutely necessary. At the first
glance one might suggest that the best
possible plan would be to put down light
spur lines east and west from thakt line.
Others recommend that loop-lines should
be put in. Apart from the scientific
point of the question, as to whether rail-
way facilities; ca'n be given satisfactorily on
spur lines, of coarse there may he differ-
ences of opinion. We have always heard
for many years past of absolute failure
of the spur-line system as applied in
Victoria; but I myself think we shoul4i
not be too hasty in accepting that as a
final verdict on the question, because the
difference between there and here is that
whatever lines we buiild would be on
State lands, whereas in Victoria many of
those lines have to go through large
private holdings, which of course do nokt
supply the trade for the railway which
would be given in our case. When we
come to consider that the immense amount
of money needed every year will be
increasingly required for in aim lines for the
development of those districts, it is just as
well to look at the question of railways
from that point of view. I hope it may
be found that by a system of spur lines
laid down in a systematic manner, at
proper intervals and with the greatest
care in regard to direction and grade,
especially grade, development of laud
may be very greatly assisted. If a
pioneer line were laid on these good
grades, easy grades, not one line here
and there hut a whole system, it appears
to me that instead of having to keep up,
as has been generally the case with
regard to spur lines, certain maintenance
for each line, one roving train once a week
would do all that the truly pioneer settler
would require, and the system could be
developed as time went on into a more com-
plete system. The great requirement and
necessity to a6 pioneer settler is the cartage
of his heavy goods outwards and his pro-
duce inwards; but in the ordinary condi-
tion of bush roads that is an enormous tax
upon him. If we could carry the heavy
stuff into his district, he could easily
manage the light traffic himself, and the

Isaving to the road would be enormous.
It has now been found that the lands
along this line can be brought iuto culti-
vation at a very much cheaper rate than
was ever dreamt of in years gone by.

IMy experience of land in that district
extends over&a good many years. It was
considered. that one could not do any-
thing under about £8 an. acre as an
average. That is laughed at now as an
expenditure; and the system of ring-
barking and burning-off has made the
matter so simple and gives occupation to
such an enormous number of ordinary
labourers who rapidly develop into
farmers, that it appears to me it offers
one of the finest means of doing two
good things-one for the country and
the other for the immigrant; because the
man who comes to this country, we will
say as a labourer, takes a contract, and
very soon finds how it is done. He takes
a contract for ringing and burning,. and
perhaps may keep at that for one or two
years. Hle does this in the heart of the
agricultural country, he sees the whole
process by which men can convert this
wilderness into good farms, and all he has
to do is to follow the lead of others-, which
he very readily does. Hundreds of men
who are now comfortable on their farms
were only labourers on those lands a, few
years ago. We have millions; of acres
awaiting development just through that
process, which would surely for many
years to conmc occuply all the inmmigrants
arriving in this country who are desirous
of going on tine land. Not only should
we absorb all the floating population who
desire to work, but we should be hiasten-
ing the development of the State; but
this could not be done without the
development of some system of transport.
I think we may safely say that at the pre-
sent moment all the land wvithin reasonable
distance of cartage to a railway is
either applied for or occupied. along
the whole Great Southern Railway; and
if we are going to develop our land in the

Idegree we ought to do, considering the
heritage we possess in it, we must do
something in regard to indicating that the
policy of the country will give these men
that assistance. Directly it is promul-
gated that it will be the policy of this
State to lay out railway lines through
this country, men will, I am confident, be
ready to go 30 or 40 miles back from the
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line pending the developmnent Of this
railway system.

Mn, C oni-on: They are a long way
back new.

M&. HARPER:- Yes, they are a long
way back now. Some of those occupiers
are looking perhaps more to pastoral
pursuits than agricultural. What we
require is to ascertain from some people
capable of judging what is the best basis
of laud settlement and transport, the best
system to adopt in carrying -out what I
cannot but think must be acknowledged
by everyone to be the necessity of the
future, that is to lay out lines at suitable
intervals along that Great Southern line
perpendicular with the present line, and
of easy grades, because on the matter of
easy grades depends the whole system.
There are no engineering difficulties, and
if these lines are projected, making the
first consideration the interval'and the
rade, irrespective of what may be the

main line, I think that is the way
whereby we shall arrive at the most
satisfactory pioneer results. And par-
ticularly we want the whole miatter
alienated from the vested interests of
towns along the line. If they were
allowed to have full play, we may depend
upon it that serious harm would come to
the State, because each place would natu-
rally endeavour to get the line termi-
nating at its centre, whereas the point of
departure should be the naatuial one offered
by the grades and the country behind, and
not by thecominunities which are settled on
it. Therefore I say it is absolutely essential
that all political considerations shoafld be
kept out of this question; and that we
should ask someone well qualifed to
decide the matter to produce for us a
report and a chart showing the areas of
land considered valuable, and the best
means of tapping them. If we can
adopt some such system, I feel sure we
shall have before us many years of great
and active agricultural development.'

On motion by the PREIER, debate
adjourned.

PAPERS-POLICE CONSTABLE CAS-
SERIJEY, RESIGNATION.

On motion by Mr. A. J. WarveX,
ordered: That all papers in connection
with the resignation of ex-rolice
Constable Casserley and payment of his

retiring allowance be laid on the table of
the House.

RETURN-WATER SUPPLY, CLARE-
MONT AND COTTESLOE.

Mu. J.0C. G. FOULKES (Claremont)
had given notice of motion as follows.

That a return he laid on the table of the
Rouse showing, with regard to the Claremont
and Cottesice Water Supply-i, Capital cost
to date of works. o, Amount spent in reticula-
tion. 3, Amount received daring the 12 months

eprnonthe 30th day of September hat for

the supplyn of water, including rates, charges
for mtrfees, etc., in (a) Claremont Muni-
cipal and Roads Board District, (b) in
Cottesloe, Peppermint Grove, and Bekland
Hill Districts. 4, A mount paid for expenses
(other than capital cost) during the 12 months
expiring on the 30th day of September last.
s, Names of clerical staff engaged in the
management of the works and the amounts of
their respective salaries. 6, Names of other
employees of the works and the amounts of
their respective salaries. 7, Prices charged for
water supply. 8, Prices charged for meters
for these works, and prices charged for mueters
for the Fremantle and Perth Waterworks. 9,
Reasons why various residents in the Cottesloe
district have been refused a supply of water.
to, An estimate of the quantity of water sup-
plied daily by the artesian bore at Claremont.
i x, An estimate of the daily requirements of
water of the Claremont and Cotteslee Dis-
tricts.
He said the Claremont water supply
was completed about 18 months ago. The
water was supplied from a bore; and
within the last few weeks a considerable
niumbher of residents had asked that water
be laid on to their houses. For some
reason, various applications had been
refused; consequently people did not
know whether the 'y could depend on the
departmental supply, or whether they
must sink private wells. Summer was
approaching, and residents might be put
to great inconvenience in the absence of
an adequate supply. Till a few weeks
ago all were well supplied and none com-
plained. Now, net only had variouis
applications been refused, but people in
the Claremont municipality campl'ained
that the charge for water and the expenses
of the scheme were too high; and they
hoped for some reduction in the cost of
management, which would enable the
charge for water to be considerably
reduced. There was no reason why the
scheme should net be remunerative, nor
why people should not have a sufficient
water supply ait a reasonable cost.

(ASSEMBLY.] Claremont Water.
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TuE SPEAKER: Unless the bon.
member read out a motion, there was
nothing before the House.

MR. FOULiKES: At the commence-
ment of his remarks he had said the
motion was that a return be laid on the
table showing the various particulars
enumerated on the Notice Paper; and he
thought that was sufficient to give any-
body all requisite information.

THE SPEAKER: The bon, member
was well aware that he (the Speaker)
had made it a. rule that motions must be
read. The hon. member was present when
that rule was made; therefore it could only
be taken as a discourtesy to the Chair
that the hon. member should endeavour
to move his motion without reading it
out. He must read the motion, else it
could not be put to the House.

Wit.FOULJKES had already stated-
Tun SPEAKER: The hon. member

could not discuss the matter.
MR. FOUJLKES read out the motion,

as printed in the Notice Paper.
MR. N. J. MOORE (Bunhury) seconded

the motion.
THE: MINISTER FOR WORKS (RFon.

W. D3. Johnson): The motion was unob-
jectionable; but the return asked for
would not be altogether satisfactory, as
the reticulation of Claremont was yet
incomplete, though it was in progress.
It was trute that in some instances the
department, owing to shortage of water,
were compelled to refuse to connect
certain people's houses with the mains.
They had tried to limit the refusals to
those who had already private wells and
a water supply. The department realised
that it would be difficult to keep supplied
those already connected, also those who
must be connected between now and mid-
summer. There was only one bore, and
the reticulation was slightly ahead of the
supply of water. To overcome this diffi-
culty another bore was being sunk, the
addition of which would give an ample
supply to all residents of Claremont.
The department would endeavour to
supply those not supplied -from private
wells mn Claremont; 'but the applications
of people who had wells, and could get
through the summer without any great
inconvenience, were being refused.

Question put and passed.

PAPERS8-TICKET-OF-LEAVE MAN
CL&RKE, REIMPRISONMENT.

MR. W. NELSON (Hatinans) : I,
move-

That al] papers in connection with the
imprisonment, release, law proceedings against
the Sheriff, and subsequent reincarceration of
ticket-of-leave man Clarke, be laid upon the
table of this House.

MR. C. J. MORAN (West Perth) : I
second. the motion.

MR, H. GREGORY (Menszies): I
think, in view of the comments we have
seen as to this case, and more especially
after a report which appeared in Satur-
day's Daily News of an interview with
the Colonial Secretary (Ron. G. Taylor),
the House is entitled to a little informa-
tion from that Minister as to this very
peculiar case. The man Clarke was
apparently under the impression that be
was entitled to certain property, and had
the audacity to take what he thought
the only proper method of recovering
that property by suing the Sheriff for
it, which suit I believe was rightly
dismissed by the magistrate. It seems
peculiar that the man's conduct should
render it necessary for the Colonial Sec-
retary to takce such a drastic step as to
send him back to gaol in respect of ii
sentence which we may presume he had
served. According to the report, it ap-
pears that this man is an exceedingly bad
case, and has spent a great portion of his
life in prison. But when in gaol before
this occurrence, the gaol authorities, who
must have been satisfied with his conduct,
granted him a ticket of leave. Yet simply
because he took what he thought was the
proper legal procedure, by suing the
Sheriff for clothes to which he thought
he had a right, but to which it appears he
had no right, he is now compelled, on the
authority of the Colonial Secretary, to go
back to gaol, and to serve a sentence for
a crime of which he has already paid the
penalty. I do not wi sh to discuss whether
Clarke was right or wrong. I feel quite
satisfied that he was wrong in demanding
the clothes. But the prison regulations
state that the ticket-of-leave may be
revoked for any breach of the regulations,
or for any misconduct on the part of the
holder not specially described in the regu-
lations. Regulation 5 says-

Any ticket-of-leave bolder who sball be
guilty of repeated acts of drunkenness, or of

Claremont Water. ,
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immoral or disorderly conduct, or shall lead
an idle or dissolute life, or associate with
notoriously bad characters, will forfeit his
ticket-of-leave and will not receive a con-
ditonal pardon.

This man dared to write a letter to the
Sheriff demanding the property to which
he thought he was entitled ; and, accord-
ing to an interview the Colonial Secretary
gave to the Press, he had some justifica-
tion for the claim. The warders had
allowed his conduct to pass for some tune
until the matter was brought before the
gaol authorities, when investigation
showed that Clarke had no right to the
clothing. I understand that some of the
warders were censured for having allowed
this course to be carried on. Apparently
the man was justified in claiming thisproperty; and when he got out of gaol it
appears that he wrote to the Sheriff
demanding the property and that, failing
receiving it, he sued the Sheriff. Is that
sufficient for the Colonial Secretary to con-
sider the man idle and disorderly and to
sentence him to gaol for another forty or
fifty weeks? I am quite satisfied that
the man is a very had lot. The Colonial
Secretary was good enough to tell the

papers that not only was the man bad,
but his father, his mother, his brothers,

and his sisters were bad, and that his son
was in gaol. In this country we gene-
rally punish a man for the sins he
himself commits. It seems to come with
very badl grace from the Colonial Secre-
tary to put such a terrible record as this
in cold print. Can the Colonial Secre-
tary assure us that this man has been
guilty of disorderly conduct? This man
has served his time in gaol and was by
the prison regulations entitled to certain
exemption for good behaviour; and
unless there is something else that has
not been made public, the House should
insist on the motion. I think, in justice
to the Colonial Secretary himself, some
explanation is due to us. I feel sure the
Colonial Secretary must have had some
very strong grounds for Sending this man
back to gaol. I feel sure there must be
something more than what has already
been given to us in regard to this case;-
and in justice to the Minister, I think it
would be wise for him to explain the
matter to us.

MR. MORAN: You aire ver y solicitous
about the Minister's welfare.

MR. GREGORY: The Minister is
always so solicitous with regard to myself
that it is due to me to have a little Sym-a
pathy in return. T had no thought of
speaking on this occasion, thinking the
member for Hannans was going to
enlarge on the matter; but the hon.
member saw the delicacy of the position,
and all his notes were apparently made
for the waste-paper basket. I amt sorry
that a meeting in caucus to-day had any-
thing to do with preventing the member
for Hannans telling us all he knew in
regard to this case. I am quite sure the
Colonial Secretary Will be able to tell us
there is something more in this matter,
and that it was not on account of this
man daring to issue a summons, or even
write a letter to the Sheriff demanding
these things, that he sends a man back
to gaol for a lengthy term. I am
satisfied there must be something more
we do not know; and I am sure
it will relieve the public mind to know
that the powers we have given to the
Colonial Secretary have not in any sense
been abused. I hope that the Colonial
Secretary will explain, not only to us
but to the country, the reasons which
actuated him in sending this man Clarke
back to gaol for a farther lengthy term.

ITHE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Taylor): I think it is perhaps due,
not to the House but to the member for
Menzies, that I should make some ex-
planation.

MR. A. S. WILSON: It is due to the
country.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
think I was justified in revoking this
ticket-of-leave. One would be led to
believe, by the comments and articles in
the newspapers in defence of this man
Clarke, that he was very badly treated,
and that I have been guilty of almost a
cnimial offence in depriving the man of
his liberty. It has also been set forth to
the public by the Press that this man
really owned some clothing, or that he
had accumulated clothing in a proper
manner. When a man is serving a cer-
tain term of imprisonment, one of the
regulations says that be forfeits even the
clothing in which he arrives in prison.
Clarke was doing a sentence which came
under this regulation. Consequently be
would have no clothes when he came out
except the prison clothing. Nevertheless

[ASSEMBLY.] Clarke's CaRe.
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he claimed to have accumulated clothing
while in prison which lie estimated at
the value of £15. It was absolutely
against the regulations. Whether the
regulations be right or wrong, I ant not
responsible. Hon. members who were in
this House when the Prisons Bill went
through know that I pointed out that
regulations would be printed of which
members might not approve if they had
the opportunity of discussing them. The
member for Ojuildford was in charge of
the Bill, and I think be will admit I took
up that attitude at the time. The prison
regulations, I believe, prevent a man
from retaining his own clothes if he is
serving a sentence of over 12 months.
This man was doing a term of five years.
and was placed in a position of trust,
being in charge of the clothing. When
prisoners arrived in the gaol he would by
some means get their clothing from the
prisoners, and this went on for some
time. There had been previously some
regulation by which prisoners could trans-
fer their clothes from one to another;
and this ma111 Clarke, having served terms
covering a period of something like nine-
teen years. knew pretty well everything
in connection with the gaol regulations.
Some officer in charge had in the ordinary
way signed for the transfer of some
clothes to him from another prisoner;
and a precedent lking thus established,
on several occasions Clarke got other
officers who did not know any different,
and who were referred by Clarke to the
first breach of the regulations, to sign
transfers of clothing to him. This went
on until several lots were signed over to
Clarke by different officers, and it was
discovered by the superintendent of
of the prison wvho noticed a portmnanteau
in one Of the rooms where clothing was
kept, and who on inquiry ascertained that
it belonged to Clarke, or was supposed
to belong to him. The superintenident
wanted to know how Clarke became pos-
sessed of it, and in the ordinary course
of prison discipline an inquiry was held.
Mr. Lilly, the visiting magistrate, in the
ordinary way held an inquiry and can-
celled the transfer of these clothes. That
was nearly two years ago. The officers
who signed the transfers of the clothes
were reprimanded. So far as Clarke was
concerned, he recognised that the clothes
were confiscated and that be had no

farther claim to them; but when he got
out on ticket-of-leave, according to his
own account he was badly advised to sue
for the value of these clothes. I a~m
giving the statement given to me by the
Comptroller of Prisons, who has seen
Clarke since he went back to prison.
Clarke said he was badly advised when
he wrote a letter to the Comptroller de-
manding that he should be paid £15 for
these cancelled clothes within four days.
failing which he would summon the
Comptroller, or goodness knows what he
would do. The Comptroller realised, as
I realised, that with threeor four hundred
prisoners passing through the gaol an-
nually it was necessary that discipline
should be maintained inI the prison, and
that a man on ticket-of-leave should not
be allowed to go to the Comptroller of
Prisons and deal with him in the manner
Clarke desired to do. At least Clarke
should have couched his letter to the
Comptroller in better language.

MR. MORAN: Who is the Comptroller
of Prisons?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Mr. 0. Burt.

MR. MORtAN: The man should have
known better than to address Mr. Burt
in such language.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: No
matter what my faults may be, I do not
think any member or any person who
knows me in this State or in any other
State would accuse me of doing anything
by a man, in or out of prison, wilfull y or

in any way. Ihave been accused in this
Chamber, when spakng on the Prisons
Bill in the ineetof giving more
freedom and liberty in goal, of symn-
pathising with crime and of having no
regard to law and order, and of desiring
to make a prison a happy hunting
ground for criminals. That was the
position forced upon me since I have
been in Parliament. Hadl J, perhaps,
allowed this thing to go by, I am safe
in saying, and I say it without hesita-
tion, that those who are to-day con-
demning me would also accuse me of
throwing open the prison gates and
allowing criminals to flood the State. I
feel confident the charge would have
been made against me. Charges are
made against me in the Press repeatedly.
My desire was to give this prisoner what I
thought he was entitled to, and I did so,
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and I will stand by it. The member for
Mensies was justified. in accusing me of
making a statement to the Press. The
reporter to whom I made the statement
will not deny what I am going to say.
He had been troubling me for some days
to make a statement. I said "I do not
think it necessary: you are writing a lot
of stuff about this matter, and you know
nothing about it." I said I would get
the file and give himn the sentences this
men had served since 1879. I had not
the file in my office, and I rung up the
superintendent, and he read off from the
charge book the sentences, and the re-
porter took them down. I told the
reporter that this man wras evidently a
bad lot, and I gave some reason why I
cancelled the ticket of lea-ve. I said the
man had been a bad lot, but that he was
only guilty of his own acts. I said there
are other things surrounding this case,
and if there is anything in the argument
about hereditary criminality, this wan
must have inherited it. I said, ,I1 will
tell you about it, but I do not think it
fair to put it in the paper; still as you are
writing up the defence of this man, it is
only right you should know all the cir-
eumstances." I told him what the mem-
ber for Menzies accused me of, that
was in reference to this man's parents,
but I said I did not think Clarke was
responsible for that. What I say in the
House will be published, therefore I Shall
refrain from repeating what was pub-
lished in the 1 'ross. It was not my
intention that the reporter should deal
with this; be never put down thle state-
mnent in my presence; he must have
written it up from memory. The re-
porter told me it was only fair that the
country should 'know the facts; but I
replied that I thought Clarke was only
responsible for the crimes he had com-
mitted himself. I said the man was only
guilty of his own crimes, that he was
a bsAd lot, aud that in the interests of the
discipline of the prison at Fremantle I
bad to revoke his ticket-of-leave.

Mn. FOUrLKES: Because he wrote an
impudent letter to Mr. Burt.

THx COLONIAL SECRETARY:- It
was not because he wrote an impudent
letter to Mr. Burt. I know more about
the inside of a prison than any member
of this House. I am Speaking of some-
thing about which I know, and it in idle

for members to sit in their places and
laugh and treat this matter with levity.
We have in this State, as in everY State,
a certan section of the comm unity who
must be put in gaol for the benefit of
another section. We hear it said, in a
high falutin manner, it is for the pro-
tection of the people, and to make the
prisoner a better member of society.
When a man commits a crime, it is neces-
sary that be should be punished a~nd the
public protected against hima, for a certain
period.

Ma. FOULKES; You call it a crime for
writing an impudent letter.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
crime for which Clarke was serving his
sentence was committed four years ago.
The authorities recommended to the
Minister that Clarke should be granted a
ticket-of-leave, and that recommendation
was made and I signed it. Five datys
afterwards I found this man had done
what I considered was wrong,

Hu. FOULKES: What was that P
Twar COLONIA.L SECRETARY: He

had written a letter and claimed property
he had nio right to.

MR. A. J. WILSON: Had he no civil
rights ?

Tan COLONIAL SECRETARY:
He bad no right to accumulate property
while in prison,

Mn. A. J. Wasdzq: But has he no
civil rights at all?

TarE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
He had no right- while in prison to
surreptitiously obtain clothing, that is
according to the regulations which were
drawn up under the Act passed last
session.

MR. Onnooxy: The warders con-
curred in that to a certain extent.

Tiar COLONIAL SECRETARY:
The warders concurred in something that
they knew nothing about, and afterwards
they were punished for it.

MR. GREGOonY: They ought to have
known more than the prisoner.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
They did not know half as much. Allow
me to tell the member for Menzies that
if he knew half as much as some
prisoners, he would he pretty wise.
Members must not run away with the
idea that prisoners know nothing; they
know a great deal, especially as to
dodging warders and so forth. This
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man got a warder who knew nothing
about the business to sign clothing to
him. The memnber- for Ivanhoe has said
that the man had previously suffered for
this. He had suffered nothing for this;
all he suffered was the cancellation of
the clothing which had been obtained
surreptitiously, by stealth practically.
Then Clarke wrote a letter, and wished to
bring the Comptroller to court to obtain
£215, the value of clothing which he had
no right to obtain.

Mit. GRORY: When Mr. Lilly held an
inquiry, did he not punish Clarke or was
it the warder ?

TuE COLONIAL SECRETARY: He
did not punish Clarke, but cancelled the
property.

MR. GREGORY: He could have can-
celled some of the good-coiduet time.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
do not know, but he did not do that.
There is a large file in connection with
this matter, and I intended to lay the
papers on the table. I told the member
I would not object to this motion, and
the usual course is, unless the Minister
objects to a motion of this description,
that there should be no discussion. That
being so, I did not come here armed with
the facts. I thought the motion would
be passed in the ordinary ay The
papers will be laid on te tbe ehp
to-morrow, and members can read them,
and if these papers disclose anything, it
will be for members to deal with me on
those papers. That is the position I take
up. Members must realise that if we
allow a man discharged from prison to
abuse us and the officials controlling
them, there will be very littl discipline in
prison while such prisoners are there.
Prisoners inside a gaol, if they have any
person who will sympathis with them,
will not recognise the discipline of the
gaol.

MEn: How often do the appointed
visitors go to the prison?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
magistrate has visited once-to my know-
ledge since I have been Colonial Secre-
tary. I suppose he goes once a week. I
would not have known that be did so in
this case, if it had not come under my
noti(ce. I know he visited this once, but
there are visiting justices who go once or
twice a week. The member for Guildford
drew up the regulations, and he knows.

MR. GREGORY: Those regulations were
only issued in August

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
do not know whether they were issued in
August. I only saw the regulations
when dealing with this matter. T thought
they had been in existence for some time.

MR. GREGORY: They were issued on
August 17.

TaE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
That may be so. S'o far as I am con-
cerned, members will realise that there
must be discipline. Members opposite
try to sneer at Mr. Burt, and the mem-
bers who are sneering have previously
been Ministers. All I can say is that if
Mr. Burt were here he could take his
own part. Mr. Burt is like any other
human being, and any man in his posi-
tion would not care for a prisoner on
ticket- of- leave to write a threatening
letter demanding £15.

MRt. FOULKES; YOU want to shelter
yourself behind Mr. Burt.

THn COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
am not tryinig to do that at all. It is not
one of my characteristics to shelter myself
behind anyone. I signed the cancellation
of this man's ticket.-of-leave; I have said
so openly and I say so now, and I say
to-morrow I would sign another under
similar conditions. I have pointed out
to the member for Cue that there is no
necessity on m~y part to advertise this
man's family. They have well advertised
themselves before I ever saw this country,
therefore there is no desire to farther
advertise them. If the member for Cue
knew as much about the ease as I do, he
would be silent. 1 told the reporter the
facts of the case, so that be might be
seized with them, and not fall into
farther error, as he knew very little about
the case. I told him after I saw it in
the newspaper that it was very unwise,
and that I did not think he would print
it.

MR. FOU LKEs: That was after it was
published.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
told him before it was published, and the
reporter will not go back on it. There
was no necessity to tell him afterwards.
I pointed out tj him that I did not hold
the man responsible for other persons'
actions.

MR. C. H. RASON (Guildford): I
should not have interfered now, only I
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have so frequently been appealed to by
the Minister. I most certainly remember
the Colonial Secretary's attitude when
discussing the Prisons Bill last session,
and his attitude was this. T had
frequently to appeal to him to have some
respect for that discipline which he now
so eloquently realises. I have a vivid
recollection of the member upbraiding
me and scolding rme in the manner he
used to be famous for, because he said I
only thought of the warder, and that I
ought to think something for the unfor-
tunate prisoners. He pictured the agony
of life in prison, the horrible manner
in which warders habitually treate-d
prisoners, and he said life in prison was
something too awful to contemplate.
In regard to this man Clarke I certainly
should not for a moment question any-
thing that would tend or is calculated
to damage the discipline of the prison.
But the Minister has told us, in answer to
the question that has been raised, that this
man's ticket-of-leave was cancelled. All
I have been able to gather is this, that
he thinks he was justified. He did not
say why it was cancelled ; and of whatever
low grade this man may have been, the
circumstances to me appear to be that he
was let out of gaol on ticket-of-leave for
good conduct, I imagine, or he not
having broken the rules of the prison,
the term for which he was sentenced was
considerably reduced. He was allowed
out on ticket-of-leave, and he rightly or
wrongly thinks he has a claim against
the Sheriff for some clothes which be
obtLined in some manner. He made the
claim, but the Comptroller of rrisons
repudiated. the claim.

MsrnntR: It was cancelled by the
Minister for Justice.

Mn. BASOII: I amn dealing with the
time now after he came out of prison
on ticket-of-leave. He thinks himself
entitled to certain property, and makes a
claim for it, hut the claim is repudiated;
and then he brings an action against the
Cornptroller for the value of the clothing
to which he thinks he is entitled. He
loses his action, and so far I am salisfied;
but the man is punished. He has not
obtained that which he sought. Then
what do we find? That his ticket-of-
leave is cancelled and lie is sent back to
prison. I aim -not by any means with the
Minister when he says that there right

was done. I do not care how big a felon,
how great a nuisance the man Clarke
may have been to society, the cancellation
of his ticket-of-leave amounts to this, if
it amounts to anything, that the bringing
of an action against the Sheriff is a
crime. The ticket-of-leave regulations
were approved by a Ckibiuet of which
the Minister is one; so he should not
have tried to fasten them on to me.
I am quite prepared to take my share of
the responsibility, nor do I see anything
w-rong in these regulations. The Minister
should be acquainted with them. They
provide that a ticket-of-leave can be
cancelled for disorderly conduct, for
drunkenness, or for some crime ; but
surely to bring an action against the
Sheriff is not drunkenness, nor is it
isorderly conduct. It therefore must be
crime. It seems to me the most extra-
ordinary thi ng to lay down, even in regard
to a criminal, that when he is allowed out
on ticket-of-leave he mnust not bring anl
action against anyone, least of all against
the Sheriff, or else his ticket-of-leave may
be cancelled.

Mn. TaoMAs: Is that in the regula-
tions ?

MRn. RASON: There is not one word
to that effect in the regulations. The
regulations only provide that aL ticket-of-
leave may be cancelled if the holder of it
commits certain offences iif he is drunk
or disorderly, or commits other crimes.
I a~m sorry my name has been dragged
into this debate; not sorry that I should
have had to express my own individual
feeling in regard to this matter, but sorry
that it should have been forced upon me.
The reason the Minister gave was that
the man ought to have used better
language in writing to the Comptroller.
How can wre expect hardened criminals
such as this man has been painted, an
illiterate man as we understand, to use
good language when writing to the
Comptroller of Prisons ? I have not
heard that he used insulting language,
purposely insulting language.

Tns. COLONIAL SEC14ETARY:; No, no;
1 do not say that.

MA. RASON:- No. I say it is not
even urged against him that he used
insulting language. The complaint is that

Ihe ought to have used better language
when 0he wrote to the Comptroller.
jBecause he did not use the very best
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of language when writing to the Comp-
troller his ticket-of-leave was cancelled.
Is that right? I venture to Bay that no
matter bow much we may be determined
to uphold proper discipline in prison-
and I think we all will be inclined to
uphold it-the majority of muembers are
of opinion that this man has been treated.
with undue severity. He brought an
action, and, as I have said, he failed in
his action. There is punishment enough.
Surely there was no crime. Surely it is
no crime not to use the best of language
in writing to the Comptroller. And who
is to be the judge of language ? [Inter-
jection.] Someone suggested the Colonial
Secretary. With all respect I should.
prefer to go to a higher court myself.
It seems to me that this poor unfortunate
man has been treated with double harsh-
ness, because we gather that his clothes
were taken away from him; and then the
Colonial Secretary says his"1 ticket-of-leaf "
was cancelled; and so the very earliest
prac;tice that we understand our ancestors
had when they had no clothes was not
available to him, for even the "leaf"
was taken from himi.

kin. J. C. G. FOULKES (Claremont):
The Colonial Secretary spoke on the
occasion of the debate on the second
reading of the Prisons Bill last year, and
perhaps this prisoner, thinking he had a
good friend in the present Colonial
Secretary, was led by the speeches made
by the hon. gentleman to adopt the
course which he took. The prisoner
appears to have accumulated a certain
quantity of clothing, and I venture to
say that his so doing was owing to the
fact that the present Colonial Secretary
had referred in his speeches to the
question of clothing for prisoners. On
the 1st September of last year the present
Colonial Secretary, speaking on the sub-
ject in this House, said:-

Another thing is that better provision
should be made regarding the clothes a
prisoner receives on leaving gaol.
Naturally this man Clarke, after hearing
of that speech, acted on the advice of the
Colonial Secretary, and saw that proper
provision was made when he left gaol. I
do not think we can condemn the man
for having accepted the advice the present
Colonial Secretary gave him, only fourteen
months ago. Now the Colonial Secretary
turns on him andsends him back again

for having carried out the advice he gave.
Thea membe r for Mount Margaret pointed
out on that occasion the great dis-
advantage at person was under when he
left the prison. He went on to state
that if persons came out wearing prison
clothes it was a, great handicap in the
way of getting employment He says
here:-

I do not mean to say that when a man has
had to do a week in prison and leaves, he
wears the regulation clothes; but he does wear
a suit provided for him onliberation, and if a
person once knows that brand of clothes he
can distinguish it as soon as he sees it.
This man Clarke did not, of course, want
to be branded; so he accumulated a fair
amount of clothes, in order that there
would be no suspicion cast upon him
that he had been once in prison. The
member for Mount Margaret goes on:

1 ha-ve seen only two or three who hae
been discharged, and they had exactly the
same sort of clothing. When one sees a man
with a particular sort of tweed, one knows
exactly where he got it, and one is apt to
think he has just come out of prison. It is a
cla of material only worn by discharged
prisoners, I believe. The men who have been
discharged and have come to me f or assistance
since I have been in this House have worn the
same sorb of clothing. It may be that they
selected the samie. It is a pattern one could
not mistake. This is a matter for the regula-
tions, and I hope the Government will wake a
provision to prevent such things taking place
in future.
This man Clarke looks out for these
regulations, and he finds no regulation
to that effect and no provision for it.
He therefore took the lbon. member's
advice and heaped up plenty of things.
I am quoting the member for Mount
Margaret-.

The Government should allow a discharged
prisoner every opportunity to get away from
the metropolitan area, and to get back to the
place where he came from.

MR. GREGoRY:. Yes; the Colonial
Secretary sent him back.

Mi&. FOULKES:, The member for
Mfount Margaret goes on to say:

Every chance should he given a man to
redeem his character.
We can see. what kind of chance the
mnember for Mount Margaxet has given
this poor Man. I feel quite sure this
man would never have heaped up a great
number of suite of clothes if it had not
been for the recollection of the member
for Mont Margaret. who showed the
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necessity there was that every prisoner
should see that when he came out of
prison he had an ample supply of
clothes.

Tns COLONIA L SIECRETARY: That does
not bear on the case.

Mn. FOULKES : 'Unfortunately it
is rather late in the day now for the
Colonial Secretary to let this man know
that the speech he wade last year does
not bear on the case. lIt is hardly neces-
sary for me to say any more. The facts
speak for themselves, and the advice that
the member for Mount Margaret gave
last session was, I think, very good
advice.

MR. J. E. RIARDWICK (East Perth)
I think it would be ungrateful on my
part if I were not to say a word, in the
absence of those who cannot speak for
themselves. The finish-up of the re-
ported interview between the Daily News
representative and the Colonial Secretary
Says:-

His mother was a convict; his father was a
convict; four of his sisters have been in gaol
at varions times. His brother is in gaol. at
Fremantle at present, doing a sentence of five
yearn.
I may say the father of the Clarke who
is in prison at the present time is a
resident in the east ward of my elec-
torate, and during the recent election
was a, strong supporter of the present
Government. Apart f rom that fact, I
would like to point out to. the Colonial
Secretary that I have known thin old
gentleman (the father) for a good many
years, and I do not think that for the
last 20 years-1 am open to correction-
he has seen the inside of a gaol. I
would like also, in justice to other mem-
bers of the family, the daughters who
are mentioned, to say that though no
doubt they have not been perhaps of such
modesty as one could have desired, yet
whatever their faults have been in the
past, several of them have settled down
now, leading good and honourable lives.
They may be pardoned for their omissions
in the past, because they were cultured in
days when education was not so cheaply
got as it is to-day. But the fact remains
that as time went on, as they became
more enlightened, they corrected the
errors of their ways, and arc now living
good honest lives and bring ing up decent
families. Although not having much

sympathy with Charles Clarke, I think it
very unbecoming of the Colonial Secretary
to make any reference to those other
persons who are not in a position to
speak for themselves.

MR, W. NELSON (in reply): I do
not desire to say much, but should like
to say at the outset that I introduced
this motion not with any wish to cast
personal reflections on the Colonial Sec-
retary, but purely with a desire, which I
believe be recognises, to do what I deem
an act of justice even to a criminal. I
believe that the people of this country,
in fact of this Emipire, have won and
fairly won a reputation for humanity
and justice to even the lowest criminals;
a reputation for humanity and justice
extended irrespective of creed, cla, or
colour; and I think it our duty, particu-
larly the duty of such a House as this, to
do nothing to stain or tarnish that
reputation. I feel that the Colonial
Secretary has made a mistake, After
hearing his speech to-nighit, I believe
more strongly than ever that he has made
a mistake. To-night he naturally gave
us all the information which he possessed
on this subject; and I feel that I do not
insult the Minister when 1 say I cannot
believe that the case he presented here
to-night, that the reasons or the alleged
reasons he furnished here to-night, justify
him in the action he took as to this man
Clarke. Clarke itappears thought, ri ghtly
or wrongly, wisely or unwisely, that he
had a claim to certain clothing. The
prison authorities themselves seem to have
recognised some kind of claim; because
the Colonial Secretary has informed us
that certain offhcials were reprimanded for
in seine way recognising that claim.
They had entered in the prison books
certain clothing as the property of this
person; and that course of action may
well have created in the wind of Clarke
an idea that he had some title to the
clothing. However, Clarke evidently
believed he bad that right, and he de-
manded the property. After being refused
it, he took a civil action to recover that

poet.I am informed he allowed some
tm toeapse. It does not matter if 20

years elapsed. If a man has a right, and
believes he has a right, the lapse of time
does not alter that right. This man,
criminal though lie wasq, paid the law
respect enough to apply to the law for

[ASSEMBLY.] Clarke'g Can.
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what be deemed his rights; and because
he did this, he has now been incarcerated
for an additional two years. The only
inference I can draw is that an ordinary
person, who does not happen to have bad
parents, who is not connected with a bad
family, may try to get in a court of law
what he deems his rights, and may do
that with absolute impunity ; yet if a
person happens to have a bad record, that
which is perfectly right in everybody else
becomes a crime in him, which crime is
punished with two years' imprisonment.
That is the exact position. I ask, after
patiently' listening to the Minister's
speech, for what. reason has this man's

lierty bentaefrmhm1 It is not
alee tsne his liberation he has
committed any crime or been guilty of
any misconduct. It is even alleged, and
I believe not disputed by the authorities,
that he was actually in employment. I
therefore ask, why was this man's liberty
taken from him ; and the only answer is
that he had the temerity to do what every
other citizen of a free country has a right
to do-apply to a court of law for the
restitution of what he believed to be
his property. I therefore submit that,
in a matter where his crime was not
involved, in a matter in which he was
not guilty of crime, we have treated
Clarke's act as if it was a crime. That
is a mistake. I have gone carefully into
the matter; I have carefully analysed
what appeared in the Press ; I have
carefully listened to the Colonial Secre-
tary's speech to-night; and I cannot find
a vestige of evidence to juistify the
taking away of this man's ticket-of-leave.
I any that even now it is the duty of the
Colonial Secretary seriously to con-
sider whether he should not undo the
evil which it appears to me he has done.
I do not believe the Minister has acted
with conscious unfairness; I do not
believe that when he uttered the senti-
ments read out here to-night he was
acutuated by anything but the principles
by which he is actuated at this moment.
I quite recognise that when a man has
cast upon him the re.sponsibilities Of Office
and of executive power, however good,
wise, and radical hie mnay be, his sense of
responsibility must considerably moderate
his ideals and his aspirations. I believe
that on the subject of crime I am just as
radical as the Colonial Secretary ; but if

it were my misfortune to occupy a posi-
tion similar to his, I fear that in the cifr-
cumnstances, limited as I should be by
the law of the land, bound as I should
be by the regulations governing my office,
I should frequently have to do things
which would not exactly square with my
highest ideals. Therefore lan actuated
by no personal desire to cast the slightest
reflection on the Colonial Secretary. But
one thing I object to and do blame him
for tu-night, if he will permit me to say
so, is his ungenerous utterances regarding
the man Clarke. We are told to-night
that Clarke was actually guilty of steal-
ing clothing.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: NO.
MR. NELSON: I took down the

words-that he was guilty of surrepti-
tiously taking possession of that which
did not belong to him.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (in
explanation): I said that according to the
regulations he bad surreptitiously ob-
tained clothing, and that the visiting
justice had cancelled the entry; that so
far as the regulations were concerned, the
clothing was obtained by stealth. I am
sorry if I did not make that clear to the
House. I did not accuse Clarke of
stealing clothing. I referred to the
matter as it is viewed under the regula-
tions and by the visiting justice who
administers them-I think Mr. Lilly. I
have no desire to accuse any' one in prison
of what I would not accuse him if he were
outside. I hope I am not abusing the
privilege of Parliament to hurt anybody
in gaol or out of it.

Mn. NELSON: I fully accept the
Minister's explanation; but whatever
may have been the method by which
Clarke got possession of that property in
prison, he evidently was not punished for
it before hie got his ticket-of-leave, and it
ought not in my opinion to be brought
against him now, after that ticket-of-leave
was given him. I really believe there is
a strong case for a change of mind on the
part of the Colonial Secretary, and for
undoing an evil which I believe he has
done. After all said and done, I believe
he is an honest and a courageous man.

MRt. Hopns~ms Of whom are you
speaking-Clarke?

Mn. NELSON: I am speaking of the
Colonial Secretary. I am not referring
to the member for Boulder. I have no
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desire to make a statement in this House
which the House would utterly reject.
In the old days, in a colony where I lived,
our present Colonial Secretary, whatever
his defects may be-and we all have our
detects-.was undoubtedly a hrave man.
But T say the greatest of all forms of
courage which a man can display is the
courage which enables him, when he has
done a wrong, to bravely undo that
wrong. Not for any man's sake except
Clarke's, but above all for the sake of the
purity and dignity of the law of this
land, the Minister should reconsider
what he has done, be brave enough to
undo the evil and to restore the man his
liberty, which, so far as 1 know, the man
has not done anything to forfeit. I am
quite sincere in this matter. I believe I
am sometimes guilty of indulging in
jocularity, and I cannot help admiring
much of the humorous matter which this
debate has called forth. Still I think
this is essentially a serious matter. A
great wrong has been done; and I believe
that wrong can be undone without any
loss of credit, but rather with a gain of
esteem on the part of the general public,
if the Colonial Secretary has the courage
to do his duty.

Question jut and passed.

PAPERS-FRtEMANTLE QUAY SHEDS
CONTRACT.

MR. C. H. RASON (Guildford): I
move:

That all papers in connection with the con-
tract with Messrs. Abbott and Ronnie, relative
to the erection of goods sheds upon the Vic-
toria Quay, Fremantle, and necessary altera-
tions connected therewith, be laid upon the
table of the House.

My reason for moving is that, if I am
correctly informed, a great injustice is
likely to be done to a firm of contractors.
Messrs. Abbott and Rennie, who, speaking
from mry knowledge, have always had
the respect of' their employers in thbe case
of the Government, and (of their em-
ployees. In the absence of papers. I
shall he as careful as I can not to make
any charge against anyone in this House,
for I certainly am one who prefers to be
sure of his facts before making any
insinuations. The facts of the case are
briefly as follow :-On the 1st August
Messrs. Abbott and Bennie, who were the

contractors for two sheds on the Victoria
Quay, were written to by the Minister for
Works to this effect:-

I hereby require you, in pursuance of clause
13 of your contract for the erection of two
sheds at Fremnantle marked E and F, dated
the 13th of January, 1904, to erect two addi-
tional sheds marked G and H respectively,
together with substructure and other wvorks
necessary for their completion as mn addition
to your contract. Any work not provided for
in the schedule of rate forming part of the
contract dated the lath January, 1904, to be
subject to a special schedule to be submitted
by you and to be subject to approval or
reduction as may be deemed requisite by the
Engineer-in.Chief. under clause 7. subolasses
1 and 4, of the general conditions of the
contract dated lath January, 1904.

The firm held a contract for sheds E and
F. In the terms of that contract they
were liable to be called upon up to a cer-
tain date to carry out additional works
at schedule rates. It was admitted that
the scheduled rates submitted by the
firm for that particular work was very
reasonable, in fact that a mistake had
been made, a very serious mistake, in
their first contract; but that is merely
by the way. There was a liability always
hanging over their shoulders that they
might bo called upon to do certain extra
work at schedule rates. They were called
on to erect two more sheds, together with
substructure and other works necessary
for their completion. On the strength of
that,' the contractors replied that they
had received the notice and that they
would at once proceed with this work by
placing orders for the materials which
were most difficult to obtain. On the
15th September the contractors, presum-
ing this information to be correct, were
written to to the following effect:-

Adverting to the letter of the 1st of August
last, and more particularly to the second pen-
graph, and to my letter of the loth August, I
have the honour to transmit to you herewith
copy of plans and specifications for the sub-
structure and other works necessary for the
proper erection of the two additional sheds G
and H, being these applicable to the requisite
preliminary raising and strengthening of cer-
tan portions of the quay.

I understand that the dispute between
the contractors and the department now
is that the raising and strengthening of
certain portions of the quay were really
not part of the contract they were called
upon to do by the letter of the let
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August; but here it is expressly laid
down:-

Copy of plane and specifications for Rub-
structure and other works necessary for the
proper erection of the two additional sheds G
and H, being those applicable to the requisite
preliminary raising and strengthening of cer-
tain portions of the quay.
Time went on; the contractors, so I am
informed, ordered material amounting in
value to some thousands of pounds; and
it was not until the 22nd October that
they we-re informed:-

The raising and strengthening work within
the lines occupied by the said sheds and over
a small portion of the space between F and G
and v said HE, but on no other portions of the
quay, wiUl form part of your contract, but will
be carried out to a different design from that
hitherto proposed, and upon which your
schedule was based. Revised plans said speci-
fications exhibiting such variation of design
will be transmitted to you in a few days. The
remainder of the raising and strengthening of
the quay, over all portions other than those
defined ini above, will be cardied out by the
department and will not form any part of
your contract.

These contractors were called upon to do
certain work and accepted it, because they
had no option. They we e bound to do
the work at schedule rates when called
upn I know from my own experience
of the department that these rates could
be determined by the Engineer-in-Chief.
It is not that Messrs. Abbott and Rennie
say they were prepared to do the work.
They hal1 to do it at rates determined by
the Engineer-ia-Chief - at fair rates.
They were bound to do the work. They
undertook it, and ordered some thousands
of pounds worth of material; and they
have b.'en engaged for mouths on the
work of building the sheds; but now it
is proposed, so I am informed, to take
the work from them and do it by depart-
mental day labour. However much the
Government may be justified in under-
taking work by day labour, and however
much they may syvmpathise with a system
of day labour, they have no right to
make use of a particular work in order
to inaugurate that system to the damage
and injustice of others. In other words
the Government should start on a fresh
work lo inaugurate the day labour
system, and they should not take away
from contractors work which theyv call
upon the contractors to do, and which
they can compel the contractors to do,

and work for which the contractors have
already ordered thousands of pounds
worth of 'material. The contractors
advised the department, so I am told and
indeed I know, that they had purchased
these materials and were Still purchasing;
and the department noted that the con-
tractors were purchasing material. I do
not want to say much at this stage. I
presume there will be no objection to the
papers being laid on the table or to my
having access to them ; but I do ask, as I
have briefly outlined the facts of the case,
that the Government will pause and that
at least they will see that no injustice is
done to these unfortunate men. If I am
correctly informed, and I have no reason
to doubt my information, it is a question
as to whether these contractors are to be
ruined or not.

MR. BOLTON: They will watch that.
Mn. RASON: I think the hon. mnem-

her, on reflection, will not make a state-
ment of that kind. I have made inquiry
about these contractors, and on all hands
I hear from men whom they have em-
ployed that they have been accustomed to
pay good wages, a higher rate of wages
than the Arbitration Court would compel
them to pay.

MR. HENSEAW: Be careful,
MR. RASON: So I am informed. I

make the statement, and if it be denied,
I believe I will be able to establish it
beyond all doubt.

MR. BOLTON : I did not niake a state-
ment as to wages.

MR. RASON: I know it is a reputable
firm; but be that as it may, if anybody
denies it, be they reputable or not we
should not do an injustice to them for no
reason at all. If there he a desire -to
start works on day labour in Fremantle,
let it be on some fresh work altogether;
but it is not right, in order to do justice
to somebody, to do an injustiee to anybody
else. If the farts are in any way near to
what I have represented them to be, I
hope the Government will seriously con-
sider whether after all it would not be
certainly far more just to keep faith with
the contracutors and let them get on with
the work, the delay of which has already,
I believe, cost them a great deal of money.

MR. J. L. NANSON: I second the
motion.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson): I hope the member
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for G-uildford will not press his motion.
I took the opportunity of explaining to
the lion. member exactly how matters
stood between the department and this
firm. The hon. member knows there is a
difference of opinion between the depart-
ment and the firm, aud I -went out of my
way to explain to him that it was so.

MR. RASoN: Just two or three words
this afternoon.

Tan MINISTER: Yes; but I
explained to the hon. member that, I
hoped he would not press his motion,
because there was a difference of opinion
between the department and the firm,
and because the case was practically
sub judice; and I explained that I
thought it was undesirable to go into it.
The hon. member has raised points
which, if I were to discuss. them now,
would not be dealing justly with the
Government. While there is a side of the
case from the contractors' point of view,
there is another side of the case from the
Government's point of view. I have no
desire to inflict any hardship or injustice
on the firm. I agree with the hon.
inember that they area. reputable firm.
The work they have done in the erection
of the other two sheds is a credit -to
them; and I have no desire to interfere
with the extension of their work over
that portion that has been let to them,
the portion they are goig on with now.
The hon. member tells, us they have
ordered material, and he would like us to
believe that this material was ordered in
connection with the work that is outside
the sheds. This material has been
ordered in connection with the sheds.
That work is not in dispute, and it
is 'in the hands of the contractors
to-day, and they are proceeding with it.
The other work the hon. member referred
to, which is in dispute, has never been)
given to the contractors. They have
never had the work at all. Certainly
there is a difference of opinion as to the
interpretation put on the arrangement or
the understanding that existed between
the department and the firm. They had
the right of doing the substructure and
the erection of the sheds.

MR. RAsoN: Andf other works.
Tax, MINISTER: And other works

in connection with the sheds. The
whole difference of opinion is in con-
nection with the raising of the wharf. I

claim, and justly so, that the raising of
the wharf is not portion of their con-
tract. That is a big point in question.
The firm claim that they have a just
and legal right to the work, and not only
that, but that they have a right to
the work at their own schedule rates.
This is where the Government come in.
I am here to protect the Government
against the firm, and I say they have no
right to get the work at their own price.
If they came to the Government in a
reasonable way there would have been
no difference, hut there is a, difference to-
day, I may be wrong in taking the
stand I am taking, but I say the firm
will not take the Government down for
anything above what is a reasonable
price for the work. I do not think it
advisable at this stage to give the esti-
mated cost of the work; it is inadvisable
to go into details, and I appeal to the
leader of the Opposition to withdraw the
motion. I have no objection to showing
him the papers. They are with the
Crown Solicitor, but I shall get them the
first thing in the morning and bring them
to my office, and I will allow the hon.
member to go through them; but it is
unwise, seeing that a difference of opinio n
exists and that a matter of a few thousand
pounds is at stake between the Govern-
ment and the firmn, that the case should
be put in detail.

MR. Horn ixs: There is really a. serious
difference, then?

Tan MINISTER: There is a differ-
ence, there is no question about that. I
may state that the contractors have never
approached me. The principal portion
of the negotiations between the firm was
with the previous Government, and up to
a certain point I did not interfere.

Mn. RBson:- There was no dispute
with the previous Government.

Tim MINISTER: There was no dis-
pute until recently, and the dispute arose
when the firm put in their schedule rates
for the work. I knew they were excessive
sad I knew that they were not fair schedule
rates. I looked through the file to see if
they had a claim on that particular work,
and I found they had no claim-, con-
sequently I called on them, so as to have
no quarrel with them, to complete the
work they had a6 legal and moral right to
do. They are doing that, and that is a

[ASSEMBLY.] Sheds Contract.
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separate matter; but the firm claim they
got the work at their price.

MR. DlIAMOND: They have a written
order from the Government to go on with
the work.

THE MINISTER: They have an order
to go on with the substructure and the
erection of the sheds, but this is another
matter. There is no dispute over the
substructure and the sheds.

MR. DIAMOND: You cannot separate
the erection of the wharf from the sub-
structure and the sheds.

Tan MINISTER: With all due defer-
ence to the hon. member, we can separate
that work. There may be a difference,
and there is room for difference of opinion.
The contractors are of one opinion and
the department has another opinion. I
have explained to the House that I can-
not go into details, that it would be
unwise to do so; consequently I appeal to
the leader of the Opposition to withdraw
his motion. He can see the papers for
himself, but I do not desire to make
them public at. present.

MR. F. CONNOR (Kimberley) : I do
not know that it would be best to say
that I support the motion of the leader
of the Opposition; hut I want to say
that in my opinion, after having read
the papers in reference to the matter, an
injustice is being done to the contractors.
We have the assuranuce of the Minister
for Works that work has been done by
these men, and done well for the Gov-
erument. If I can judge correctly after
having gone caref ully through the papers,
I cannot come to any other conclusion
than that the Government gave this work
to the contractors. The reading of the
letters leaves no loophole to get out of.
Whether the Government did right or
wrong when they made that arrangement I
do not know, but the contractors think that
in acourt of law they can obtain damages.
It is not right when the firm have done
workwell forthe Governmentto makethat
firm go to law to obtain their just rights.
Farther I have heard from one of the
partners of the firm, and I take his word,
that in the face of the contract he says
his firm have niade with the Government
by letters and instructions from the
Government,that theyhave boughta large
amount of material running into £7,000
or £8,000, and if the Government refuse
to give this work to them, if this does not

ruin them it certainly will cripple the
firm. I think that position is wrong.

THE MINISTER (iuexptanation): So
that there may be no misunderstanding,
I may say the firm have ordered material,
but not for the raising of the wharf. The
firm could Dot order material for that
work, because they had not the plans
until a week ago. They might have
ordered materiall for other work, but the
plans for the raising of the wharf were
not out until, at most, a week or two ago.

Ma. CONTNOR (resuming) : The
Minister for Works asks members to
believe that contractors who have seen
similar work carried out, and who have
done similar work, would not know the
kind of material to order for this contract.
I shall not believe that for one moment.
and I do not think the Minister will get
any other member to believe it. The
Minister knows that I ama friendly
towards him because I know he is a
painstaking Minister ; but Ilam speaking
in the interests of justice and fair play,
and members must look at it from that
point of view, and if any mistake has
been made by the Government or by a
past Government it should not be the
individual firm who should sufr, but the
country should suffer. The Government
may a well face the matter at once. The
House will not tolerate anything in the
shape of injustice being done to anybody.
There is no necessity for any heat or
warmth in this matter at all. The motion
ought to be consented to by the Govern-
ment. Perhaps it is well that the
papers should not be placed on the
table; but there must be an express
promise from the Minister that the
member in charge of the motion and
any meniber interested in the case can see
the papers, also an expression of opinion
from the Minister that justice will be done
if a mistake has been made-that the con-
tractors shall not suffer but the Treasury.

THE PREMIER (Hon. H. Daglish):
I think members should rest assured that
the Government are not anxious to do
anything unjust to these contractors or
to any other contractors.

MR. DIAMOND: It means ruin to them.
THE PREMIER: The Oovernmnent

are anxious to deal fairly between the
public on the one hand and any public
contractors on the other. The Minister
for Works has already given his aasur-
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ance that the case is being gone into at
the present time. It seemed to be inferred
by the leader of the Opposition, when
moving his motion, that the Minister was
actuated by a desire to do a certain work
departmentally,

Ma. RksoNz: It says so.
THE3 PREMIER: The Minister was

not actuated by a desire to do certain
work departmentally, but to do certain
work as cheaply as it may be done; not
for the purpose of doing it in one style as
against another, but for the purpose of
making the test bargain for the public
that can be made. I do not think it is
right that it should be assumed that the
Minister desired to carry out what per-
haps may represent one of his political
opinions, at the expense of doing an
injustice to any individual, or contractor,
or firm of contractors, I hope members
will give the Ministry, and the Minister
fur Works who is* more particularly
concerned, credit for a desire to deal
fairly 'in this and other mnatters. I
assure members the mnatter is being most
carefully investigated; and care will be
taken, if the Government are committed
to any course of. action, even recognising
the fact that it may cost something more
than otherwise would be paid, we shall
follow the obligation that has been in-
curred, and recognise it to the fullest
extent. At the same time I ask the
House to recognise that it is poFsible for
there to be two sides to this case. At
the present time it would be injudicious
on the part of the Minister to present in
full detail to the House the ease as it
appears to him. He has aliready given
his assurance that nmemibers can have
access to the papers at the office, and I
have no doubt that assurance will satisfy
the member who moved the motion. It
seems to me we can give the fullest
opportunity of acquiring all knowledge
of the facts to members interested in the
matter, and avoid the necessity of expos-
ing the papers to the public.

MR. C. B. RASON (in reply):. I do
not think the Minister for Works is
under the impression that I brought any
charge against him. He knows I would
be the very last person to do so unless I
had -very good reason. I thought I was
very careful indeed not to make any
charge until I saw the paprs, and I
think I was careful on almost every

*occasion to say that "if I correctly
understand " or " if I am correctly in-
formed " so and so is the case. I believe
I was correctly informed. I am sorry
the Minister made the statement that he
went out of his way for mne. He did go
out of his way in a certain degree, and I
went out of my way perhaps to see if
some course could be arranged in the best
interests of the Government and for all
parties interested. It has always been
the custom, when legal actijrn is pending
or likely to come about, that, papers
should not be laid upon the table.
I shall of course fall in with the general
custom, and not press for the papers
to be laid on the table. I have the
assurance of the Minister, and I thank
him for it, that the papers' will be avail-
able to myself and to any other member
who wishes to see them. As to the cost, I
hardly see where it comes in-and I say
this in passing-for if the price is too
high it can be adjusted by the Engineer-
in-Chief, who has complete control over
the matter; so that the question of cost
hardly enters in. I want also to say that
althouigh we may not have the papers
laid on the table, members may go and
see them for themselves; and althougzh
the Ministry may determine to fight the
case, that is hardly all we can wish for.
It will be little satisfaction to the
country if, as a result of the fighting, the
Government lose and have to pay a eon-
sideiable amount.

MR. CoNon: Or even if they win.
Mni. ItABON: Or even if they win, it

will. be no satisfaction. All we Want,
and I am sure all lion. members of this
House want, is that justice shall be done.
I believe it is wanted just as much on
that side of the House as on this. We
have the assurance of the Minister that
they will go carefully into the matter,
not with a. desire to fight, but with a
desire to do justice. With that I am
quite content, and with the leave of the
Rouse I will withdraw the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

MOTION-PUBLIC SERVANT'$ COM-
* PULSORY RETIREMENT.

J. E. POMEART' CAS9E.
Mc.- C. J. MWORAN (West Perth)

moved:
That in the opinion of tbis House a select

committee should be appointe to inquire into
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the compulsory retirement of J. &. Pombart
from the civil service.
The House would -require of him a primd
facie case for inquiry into this rather
extraordinary dismissal of Mr. Pombart
from the civil service; and in making a
primdt fadie case, he would be offending

against the canons. of good taste in going
into any details connected with the rights
or wrongs of the case, if he could have
an opportunity of doing so by the
appointment of a select committee. He
was the last to take notice of every little
grievance persons had against the Gov-
ernment. 'Nobody in the Chamber, he
was sure, received so many requisitions
to bring before this House the grievances
of civil servants as he himself received,
for thereason that he had alwaysbeen very
willing, when satisfied in his own mind that
there was cause for an inquiry, to do so.
In this case he had the very best reasons
for asking the House to authorise himi to
get a select committee. The man had
been dismissed from the civil service on
secret reports from his own fellow
workers, which reports he did not see.
When they were mado he was in bed sick,
and he was dismissed without ever having
known or seen those secret documents.
There were squabbles between officials,
and an inquiry was held by Mr. Cowan,
who came to the conclusion that if there
was blame there was blame all round.
There was an incompatability of tempera-
ment. That was not recognised as due
cause for divorce of man and wife in
Western Australia, but in this matter
there was a divorce and one man suffered.
There was afterwards some sort of in-
quiry beforeMr. Roe inwhich this man was
refused permission to calihis witnesses. He
(Mr. Moran) was led to make this request
to the House particularly because a very
prominent civil servant, the Commissioner
of Titles, Dr. Smith, a legal gentleman of
the very highest qualifications and
character, assured him no later than
to-day that hec had known Mr. Fombart
for tw enty odd Years, that Mr. Poinbart
was a most efficient officer and he did not
know of ay officer in Western Australia
so well furnished with the requirements
of a clerk of petty sessions, and that
Mr. Pombart's knwledge was very ex-
tensive but his temper was somewhat
erratic. Ho (Mr. Moran) knew that him-
self. It was not sufficiently erratic, how-

ever, one was sure, to trump up a charge
against a mnan and dismiss him from the
civil service. He took the trouble to
call, upon every solicitor doing busi-
ness in Coolgardie, from Mr. Haynes
downwards,*and they were willing to give
himn a signed document th at Mr. Pomnbart
was the best clerk of courts they had
served before in Western Australia.
Reputable practitioners in Perth were
wilinZg to testify, and had done so, that
Mr. Pombart was an efficient officer. Dr.
Smith told him (Mr. Moran) that he
desired to give evidence at the trial
before Mr. Roe, but was informed that
there would be no occasion to caM1 any
witnesses whatever. Nevertheless a ver-
dict was found against Mr. Poinbart
without calling witnesses. Dr. Smith
assured him no later than to-day that
there was a gross miscarriage of justice.
All this was insignificant to himi (Mr.
Moran) in comparison with the odious
practice of secret reports. The late
Premier, Mr. James, did not deny that it
was not considered advisable at the time
by Mr. Leakre to show Mr. Pomnbart th ese
reports. He (Mr. Moran) did not like
the general surroundings of the case.
Perhaps the Government were in a
position to give an explanation of it:
that might be so or not. All he asked
was that he should be allowed to get with
him four muem bers as a committee to hold
an inquiry, and justice would be done.
He had no prejudice one way or thbe
other, except that the man should be given
a fair chance to be heard on the merits
of his case, and this House should be
reported to in accordance with them.
The Premier would, he was sure, be the
last man to go ex parte into the case.
One recognised the Government had
a duty of formally opposing a motion of
this character. Governments became
conservative in office, and necessarily so.
They considered it their duty to resist
inquiries of this character for fear of a
deluge of such inquiries. They need not,
however, fear a deluge as far as he was
concerned.

Mna. rF. F. WILSON (North Perth)
seconded the motion.

THE PREMIER (Hon. H. Deglish)
asked the House not to adopt the Motion,
for the reason that if the House were to
go into the cases of all civil servants who
had been dismissed without any inquiry
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at all being held during past years, the
time of the House would be continually
occupied with holding these inquiries.
In this case Mr. .Poibart did actually
have an inquiry made by Mr. Roe, now
sitting as a Commissioner of the Supreme
Court, and Mr. 0. Burt, and it was
subsequent to a report by this board
that Mr. Pombart's removal from the
public service came about

Mn, Mop.an: Subsequent to thes secret
reports.

THE PREMIER: This board was
appointed in consequence of the charges
made against Mr. Fombart. He did o
want to go into Mr. Pombart's history in
the public service, because ho thought
nothing would be gained by it, but cer-
tain reports were made against Mr.
Powbart of a confidential nature. There
was at that time provision in the Public
Service Act in regard to the making of
confidential reports affecting the conduc:t
and performance of duties by various
officers. Certain reports were made, and
as a result of those reports charges were
made against this officer. The board
investigated and was open to receive
evidence both in support or in contradic-
tion to the charges made. Certain wit-
nesses were called by Mr. Pombart before
the board. The member for West Perth
complained that they were not beard;
but the reason they were not heard was
that it appeared from the statements
made that they, were qualified to give
evidence not relevant to the charges;
they were prepared to give evidence
respecting character generally, instead
of evidence in regard to the specific
charges. Au independent inquiry had
already been held, and it resulted in
certain charges made against the officer,
which were ten in number, being found
proved. In consequence of that, the
Attorney General recommended Cabinet
to remove Pombart.

Mn. MoRAN:- Why did the same
Attorney General afterwards compensate
him with a large suim of money, at ele-
tion time ?

Tnu PREMIER: Was it the same
Attorney General? The removal took
place on the 14th May, 1902, or there-
about, while Mr. Leake was in office.

MR. MoRAN:- Pombart was compen-
sated at the time of the East Perth elec-
tion.

Tnn PREMIER: To that he wouli
reply presently. Subsequently, the whol
matter was investigated by the succeed
ing Attorney General, Mr. Jaines; it wa
likewise discussed in the House; am4
Mr. James felt satisfied that the treat
ment of Mr. Pombart had been fairl
reasonable. Subsequently the matte
was revived. It was pointed out tha
Pombart, had he resigned on a certaii
date immediately preceding his removal
would have been entitled to either thre
months' leave of absence or three monthi
pay. Pombart wrote to M r. James hi
June, 1904, after an interview, to th
effect that in view of the statement a
the interview that compensation wa
refused, he now forwarded a letter re
ceived from the Secretary to the Orowi
Law Department, which letter did no
disclose that compensation was offered
Then followed farther correspondence
and eventually Mr. James offered thre
months' pay, and stated that he mad
tbe offer because he found it wa
not made clear to Porubart before die
missal that he might voluntarily resigi
on three months' salary. As to the die
missal Mr. James expressed no opinioE
but thought Mr. Pombart's excitabi
temperament had no little to do with ii
In what he had done with regard to th
gratuity, Mr. James had been actuatei
more by sympathy with M r. Ponibart'
distress than by any other motive. M~i
J1ames recommended the Government t
grant Mr. Pombart three months' leav
or its equivalent, for the above reason an'
for others, on the 12th July, 1904. Thi
recommendation was approved by Cabinei
and instruction given to pay in terms c
Mr. James's letter. On the 14th July lae
£45 was paid. At some length he (th
Premier) had gone into the history of th
ease, but did not think it necessary t
read every detail of the long pr~cis no'
before him. He wished to emphasise th
fact that the dismissal was made by on
Attorney General, investigated by anothe
and upheld. A board inquired into th
specific charges; so that the officer we
not dismissed on confidential reports, bu
on evidence taken by the board. Subsf
quently the matter was discussed in th
last Parliament, but no action resulted
and the case had since been somewhs
modified by the granting and the aecepi
anee of compensation. Surely in theE
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circumstances he was warranted in asking
the House not to pass the motion.

MR. J. M. HOPKINS moved that the
debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.
MRt. A. J. DIAMOND (South Fre-

mantle): If one remembered rightly, he
had voted against reopening this matter
in the last Parliament, owing to his mis-
understanding the facts. Within the
last few weeks he made Mr. Pombarts
acquaintance by accident. Mr. Pombart
had not touted for his support. After
reading the whole of the correspondence,
he concluded that Mr. Pomnbat did not
have a fair and proper inquiry. On such
evidence, he (Mr. Diamnond) would not
condemn the leprous Chinaman spoken
of by the member for West Perth.
WhetherPombart could justify himself
was not certain; but the correspondence
demanded inquiry. The evidence dis-
closed appeared insufficient to convict
him ; and the refusal of the board
to receive evidence was improper, the
board being hardly justified in say-
ing that such evidence did not bear
on the case. The witnesses - men
acquainted with the work done by Mr.
Pombart-should have been heard. As
they were not heard, as Mr. Pombart
was found guilty on secret reports, the
motion should be passed.

MR. C. C. KEYSER (Albany) sup-
ported the motion. Mr. Poinbart evi-
dently thought he had a good case.
Surely, if knowingly guilty he would not
ask for an inquiry. 'As he thought great
injustice had been done him, give him
the benefit of the doubt. A select com-
mittee could not possibly do harm, and
might do good to Mr. Pombart.

[MR. BATH took the Chair.]
Ma. J. M. HOPKINS (Boulder):

Personally he did not object to the most
searching inquiry; but he always objected
to any officer retired from the service
invoking the aid of members of the
House to have a select committee
appointed to inquire into his case. It
was not wise to allow a dismissed civil
servant to bring up his case session after
session, in the hope that a committee
would ultimately be appointed. There
were some matters to which the scope
of a select committee should not be
extended, more particularly the cases

of officers dismissed from the service.
.If the member for West Perth were sin-
cere in the desire to have an inquiry, he
would accept an amendment to have the
inquiry conducted by the public service
Commissioner at an early date. Members
laughed with a tone of incredulity, which
led one to doubt whether we were in
earnest in contemplating the appointment
of a public service Commissioner; but
there was no reason to doubt members'
sincerity in that regard. He objected to
political capital being made out of the
wails of civil servants deprived of office.
The member for West Perth was noted
for his willingness to come forward and
succour what the hon. member believed to
be the distressed, and last session had
motions on the Notice Paper with regard
to Mrs. Tmacev, Mr. Morton Craig, and
Mr. Pombart; and one was not sure
that there was not a motion in the hon.
member's name in regard to Mr. Lyon
Weiss. This was a tribute to the hion.
member's gene-rosity, and an indication
that, generally speaking. the hon. member
was quite agreeable to ask the House to
appoint a select committee on application
being made respectfully to himself. It
was Dot a reasonable thing to have a select
committee appointed every time a civil
servant was dismissed. Mr. Poinbart
had, he believed, only been in the service
since 1898.

MR. MORN:, Perhaps the hon. member
could tell something about Mr. Craig's
case.

MRt. HQPKINS: Yes.
MR. MORNa: More than the hon.

member dared to tell.
Mn. HOPKINS contradicted the state-

ment. The hon. member knew it to be
absolutely incorrect. If members on the
Government benches objected to waiting
for the appointment of a public service
Commissioner, perhaps they could suggest
some other independent tribunal; but
these matters should not become political
questions. He always took this stand,
and would as long as he remained in the
House.

MR. MORAN: The hon. member took
up that attitude in the Craig inquiry.

MR. HOPKINS: The member for
West Perth knew that no civil servant
had been more generously treated since
Responsible Government than the officer
the hon. member was referring to; more
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generously treated, perhaps, than the
officer had a right to. He moved an
amendment:

That the 'words "select committee be
appointed to " be struck out, and the following
inserted in lieu;: "the civil service Com-
missioner should, at an early date of his
appointment "

THE PREMIER (Hon. H. Daglish)
opposed both the amnendment and the
motion. Apart from the somewhat
doubtful question as to when a public
service Commissioner would be appointed,
the amendment would thrust upon that
officer duties which he could not per-
form. When appointed, the Commis-
sioner would have certain statutory duties
conferred upon him, and necessarily
his time would be taken up for some
months in dealing with these matters.
It would simply be giving a promise of
an inquiry that could n~ot be held, for
some months at all events, unless more
important duties were neglected. It
would be better to Tote against the
motion and the amendment. He had no
feeling in the matter, but on a question
of principle he asked the House to
negative both the proposition and the
amendment.

ME. J. L~. NANSON (Mfurchison):
It would be within the recollection of
members that this subject was debated
at very great length some two years ago;
and yesterday, when the question of the
privileges of the House were being dis-
cussed, the doctrine was preached that
Parliament having once arrived at a
decision, that decision should be regarded
by every member as an inviolable decision.
Parliament having once made up its
mind, no matter if Parliament made a
mistake, it was incumbent on every mem-.
ber to accept that decision. Now it was
pointed out that this was a new Parlia-
ment. and this was an attempt to reverse
the decision of an old Parliament. He
would be the last to contend that if a
majority in the House decided to take a
course that did not meet with the
approval of the minority, that merely
because the force of numbers happened
to be on one side, that side must essen-
tially be in the right, and that if an

Linjutice were done two years ago in the
Camber, therefore no opportunity should

be afforded for reversing that injustice
when a new Parliament had been sum-

moned. On this occasion sufficient
evidence haod not been brought forward
to justify members in immediately re-
versing that decision. On a former
occasion so satisfied was the House with
the statement of the Attorney General in
regard to the case that a division was not
demanded, and the motion was negatived
on the voices.

MR. MoRAw: Was it before or after
the Government had compensated the
'nan?

MR. NANSON: It was after, I believe.
MR. MoRAN: No; before Mr. James's

election Pombart, who lived in East
Perth, was compensated.

MR. NANSON ; In the opinion of the
then Attorney General, Fombart was
treated liberally by the Government;
and it had been shown, not in one
inquiry merely but in two, that Pomabart
generally discharged his duties in such a
fashion as to render him an unsuitable
officer.

Mn. MoRAN: The bon. member was
the last person in the world to do an
injustice or to damage the reputation of
any one. Nothing was heard at such
inquiries of these things.

Ma. NANSON: There were two in-
quiries. He did not wish to do anything
that would damage the character of Mr.
Pombart. He had no feeling in this
matter. What he was concerned about
was the dignity of the House and what
would be thought outside, as he had
some respect for public opinion. if,
when this matter was discussed at great
length two years ago, the House was so
satisfied as to accept the explanation
without. a division, what would be thought
if at this later stage, without any circum-
stances of the case having been brought
forward, the House reversed that deci-
sion ? He proposed to go into the de-
tails as they were supplied by Mr. James
when Attorney General two years ago,
and members, having heard the details,
if they considered there was a case for a
select cornmittee they would be perfectly
justified in acting according to their con-
victions and consciences. He was told
that the matter had already been settled,
that the division was a foregone conclu-
sion and he believed the members to form
the select committee had already been
decided on; but he could not believe a
majority of members would pledge their
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voices, and having regard to the dignity
of the House all the facts shouldl
be placed before members, and. having
heard the facts members should decide
whether any additional information bad
been brought forward to justify members
in reversing the decision arrived at
unanimously two years ago. When the
matter was brought forward on the 24th
September, 1902, Mr. James pointed out
the whole of the facts in connection with
Mr. L'ombart's dismissal. Mr. Ponibart
was appointed assistant clerk of courts
at Cue. He was removed from Cue
because an assistant clerk of courts was
no longer required at that place, and he
was transferred to Coolgardie. Shortly
after his arrival at Coolgardie Pombart
sent in an account to the department for
rent paid by him for a private house occu-
piedsat Cue. The account was repudiated .
The Attorney General stated that on the
23rd March Mr. Pombart applied for an
allowance for having carried on for a
short time the duties of the office, from
the time the clerk, of courts was suspended
until the arrival of his successor. That
also was refused. On the 30th March,
1899, he applied for amonth's leave of
absence, which was granted, and he got
two weeks' farther leave. He had joined
the service in April, 1898, and was less
than a year in the service when lie obtained
leave of absence. Clearly, therefore, up
to that time Mr. Pormbart had been
treated with every possible consideration.
On the 21st August, 1898, a fight took
place between the clerk, Mr. Jacobs, and
his assistant, Mr. Pombart.

THE PRuEIE 1900.
MRt. NANSON: Ransard said 1898,

but that miight be a mistake. As aresult
of the fight, the matter came before the
Attorney General and both officers were
removed, Mr. Pombart being brought to
Perth and Mr. Jacobs transferred to Cue.
It would have been capable of defence
had the Government decided that, owing
to this encounter, those two gentlemen
should no longer remain in the public
service. That view, which possibly some
members might Consider an extreme one,
was not taken by the then Government.
About the time this dispute was on, Mr.
Poinbart applied for another month's
leave of absence, and obtained fourteen
days. On the 2nd August, 1901, he
wrote to the Attorney General complain-

ing of the way he had been treated, and
applying for the position of clerk of
courts at Eunbury. There were many
senior officer who occupied positions
much subordinate to that, and according
to the Attorney General Mr. Pombairt's
request to be removed was an unreason-
able one. Mr. Pombart made a farther
complaint that his salary had been re-
duced,and Mr. James pointed out that was
a reduction which took place when Mr.
Pornbart was transferred to Coolgardie,
and that Mr. Jacobs had also to submit
to a reduction of salary. Mr. Pombart
made a farther statement that he had
been promised the position at Bunbury
both by Mr. Pennefather and by Mr.
Sayer; but when he was asked to
substantiate the statement and to produce
the letters upon which the promise was
founded, be was utterly unable to pro-
duce any direct statement either by Mr.
Pennefatber or Mr. Sayer, but produced
indirect letters, one being from Dr. Smith
and another from the member for
Kimberley. Two years ago there were
voluminous records regarding this matter,
and they might possibly have been added
to since.

MR. MORAN: Stonewalling!
MR. NANSON: Was the bon. member

in order in interjecting that he (Mr.
Nanson) was "1stonewalling"?

MR. MORAN withdrew the word. The
hon. member was not stonewalling, but
mud-slinginig.

THE SPEAKER: If the hon. member
used the word " stonewalling," he must
withdraw it without qualification.

MR. MORAN withdrew the word and
the qualification.

Mn. NANSON: It was thought desir-
able that the clerk of the court should
report officially upon Mr. Pombart's ability
and conduct, and presumably this report
was what the mein her for West Perth com-
plained of as one of these .secret reports.
Secret reports against officers were doubt-
less undesirable. Reports by superiors
as to the conduct of inferiors should be
open to anyone accused, who should, if
necessary, have the right of reply.
Whether secret reports were or were not
made against My. Pombart, there was
ample opportunity for inquiry; and since
the es-Attorney General broughitthe facts
before the House, nothing had occurred
to change the opinions of those who sup-
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ported the previous motion. It then
seemed, according to the Attorney
General, that Mr. Pouibart had frequently
applied for leave of absence, and some
leave was in each case granted. The
Attorney General considered that Mr.
Pomabart was so frequently absent from
his duties as to be unsuitable for the
service. Mr. Pomabart, it appeared, had
been continually complaining. On the
4th April, 1902, the clerk of courts re-
ported that owing to Mr. Pomnbart's
carelessness, the clerk was threatened
with an action for damages. The
Attorney General pointed out one case
of a man actually imprisoned owing to a
warrant being made out in respect of a
debt actually paid into court; and in
another case execution was issued and a
bailiff put in, though the money paid in
satisfaction of judgment was entered in
the court books. Such mistakes, though
not implying moral obliquity, were grave
blunders of which the departmental head
was bound to take notice, and which in the
absence of' proper explanation justified
the dismissal of the officer responsible.
A select committee could hardly be needed
when such a serious blunder was clearly
established. If? a bank clerk erroneously
dishonoured a cheque, and an action for
damages followed, who would blame the
hank for dismissing him? Mr. Pombart's
mistake was equivalent to that. Money
was paid into court in satisfaction of a
judgment; yet Mr. Pombart allowed the
baitoseinetbedlefendan's goods. sup-
pose Mr. Pombart had been employed by
the member for West Perth, and had by
mistake rendered the hon. member liale
to pay substantial compensation, would
the hon. member have so strong a desire to
retain his service as was now evinced to
reopen the inquiry ? We were not
justified in treating civil servants either
more harshly or more tenderly' than
private servants. Throughout Australia,
one great abuse in the service was that
an officer was regarded as privileged to be
retained in the service in spite of mistakes
which would secure the dismissal of a
private employee. In two cases the
parties wrongfully proceeded against
owing to Mr. Pombart's mistakes took
action; and there were several other
cases. The magistrate who conducted
inquiry No. 1 reported that, according to
Mr. Pomobart's own admission, he had

neglected his duties-, had made many
errors, and had caused a great deal of
trouble; also that he was unsuited to the
work. A transfer was recommended.
Surely no great harshness was there
displayed. In face of the evidence
and of Mr. Pombart's admissions, he
was, if anything, tenderly dealt with.
The magistrate found that Mr. Pombart
had neglected his duties and that many
errors had been made; and he suggested
that Mr. Pombart was not equal to the
work and had better be transferred; hut
it was itnpossible to effect a. transfer, as
there was no vacancy unless Mr. Pombart
was taken on at a reduced salary. No
action was taken. Farther Consideration
wats shown to the matter, and Mr.
Pombart was informed that he could
either resign, or that the Attorney
General would look intoi the matter and
Mr. Poinbart could apply for three
months' leave of absence while the matter
was being inquired into. Mr. Pombart
refused to resign and demanded an
inquiry, saying that no Charges were
made against him before Mr. Cowan.
Charges were then drawn up in a proper
mariner, and a6 second inquiry was held
by Mr. Roe and Mr. 0. Burt. This board
of inquiry found that Mr. Pombart had
rendered the department liable by his
carelessness, and that his carelessness
had caused inconvenience to his fellow-
officers; also that Mr. Pombart was
frequently absent without leave, and
had been contemptuous and insolent in his
replies to his superior officer. It was
thus found that on two occasions Mr.
Pombart had neglected his duties and
rendered the department liable to action.
Mr. Pombart stated that he was not
allowed to call witnesses;i but a verbatim
report of the inquiry showed that Mr.
Pombart asked when his witnesses would
be required, and that Mr. Roe asked if he
proposed to call witnesses who would deal
with the matter set out in the formal
charges; also that Mr. Pombart replied
that his witnesses were gentlemen who
had known him for a l ong time and
would give evidence as to his capacity
and diligence.

MR. LYNCH: Was that not a fair

nNANSO N: Under the circum-

stances it was; but no Judge in a court
of law would allow general evidence as to

Poinhart's Case.
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character and capacity to weigh for one
moment against specific evidence on
specific charges; and the board of inquiry
followed the usual judicial course in
deciding that he must only c:all witnaesses
to deal with these specific charges.

Ma. NEEDHADI: Was it right to debar
the witnessesP

Mn. HANSON:- That was a matter of
opinion. The evidence these witnesses
might have given could not possibly have
altered the decision, Mr. Roe said the
inquiry was to be strictly limited to
matters which had occurred in the Local
Court offices, and to the specific charges.

Ma. SOADIDAN: Did the hon. member
desire the Rouse to be the select com-
mittee, or did be desire the select com-
mittee to deal with these matters ?

Mn. HANSON: Two sessions ago the
House, having heard the explanation of
the then Attorney General, decided
without a division that there was not
sufficient reason for appointing a select
committee in this case. It was a most
undignified attitude for the House to
take up now to reverse that decision
without facts being put before it. The
Premier or the Minister for Justice
should have put the facts before the
House; but as they had not dlone so,
although he (Mr. Hanson) might be
charged with taking up the time of the
House, he intended to give some amplitude
of detail the previous Attorney General
gave. Then the responsibility would not
be on his (Mr. Hanson's) shoulders if the
House reversed the previous decision;
and members would he able to say, having
heard the facts, that the last Parliament
was wrong and that a select committee
should inquire into the matter. Mr.
Rushton, in giving evidence before this
board of inquiry, made statements not
referred to in the charges; and Mr. Roe
said : " I think we should confine
ourselves strictly to the matter before
us. We shall deal with nothing outside
that which is entered in the charges."
Thus, as the late Premier pointed out,
when Mr. Rushton attempted to go out-
side the charges the board would not
listen to him; and with equal reason
they would not listen to Mr. Pombart
when he wished to speak as to his
diligence and general capacity. The
court, according to the opinion of the
Attorney General, could not have dealt

otherwise, because every legal man knew
that evidence of this sort was absolutely
valueless. With the papers laid on the
table at the time was a futll report of Mr.
Pombart's evidence, and the Attorney
General said that he found no protest
from Mr. Pombart that evidence was
excluded of witnesses who could assist
him. It was never suggested by Mr.
Fombart that there was an exclusion of
witnesses wrho would have affected the
issue; and this comiplaint was only
brought up as an afterthought. In con-
clusion, Mr. James appealed to the House
in language better than he (Mr. Nanson)
could use; therefore he would quote the
concluding sentences. [Quotation from
Hansard read, p. 1248.] He had a.
strong recollection, of the impression
which the speech of the Attorney General
made on his (Mr. tNanson'a) mind at the
time, although when the facts were first
brought forward he was inclined to sym-
pathise with Mr. Pombart, and thought
farther inquiry was justified; but when
he heard the explanation of the Attorney
General he came to the conclusion that a
case for inquiry had not been made out.
He felt that he would be lacking to some
extent, and not altogether fulfilling the
requirements of personal friendship be-
tween himself and Mr. James, if lie had
not puit the facts before the House which
were given by Mr. James on a previous
occasion. If the House were to reverse
the previous decision, it would be to some
extent a refivction. on the late Attor-
ney General and present Agent General.
Although the facts as placed before
the House by the Attorney General two
years ago were so ample as to satisfy the
H1ous~e on that occasion that no division
was necessary, members when listening
to those facts apparently were almost
laying themselves open to the charge
th~at they had pre-judged the matter, if
the decision of the House was reversed.
He did not wish that to be said. It
could not be said that a select committee
had been appointed without the facts
being laid before the Rouse, as they
were placed before menmhers two years
ago.

MR. ScADDAN: Would it not be wise
to settle the question once and for all?

MR. NAN SON : Two years ago it
was thought the matter was settled once
and for ever, and he took it that it would

Pombart's Cage.
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be settled for ever in a few moments.
Supposing the House decided that there
was not sufficient warrant for a ease to
be sent to a select committee, what
guarantee was there that the matter
would not be brought up again in) the
House ? If the House passed the motion,
members would show anything but a
tender sense of dignity. The House had
taken action which was almost without
parallel. He doubted if a precedent
could be found for reversing a decision
arrived at unanimously two years ago.
Little had been said in support of the
motion, for the member for West Perth
merely made a statement that bad been
madle previously when the motion was
brought up two years ago, without any
attempt to answer the case as presented by
the Attorney General two years ago. The
speech which the Attorniey General made
had been treated almost with contempt.
He aid not suppose it was the intention
of the member for West Perth to so treat
it. Argument should have been devoted
to show why the House should reverse
the decision previously arrived at; but
not a. word was said i regard to that.
There were a few words from the Pre-
mier pointing out how undesirable it
was that one Parliament, without a case
being shown, should reverse a decision of
a previous 'Parliament. It was to be
hoped the Minister for Justice, before
members came to a decision, would
address himself to this aspect of the
question and support him (Mr. Nanson)
in pointing out that no decision of
the Rouse should be reversed without
abundant reason being given for so doing.
There was only one farther aspect of the
question with which be wished to deal-
the questioni of political interference in
the civil service. A Bill was at the present
time before the House removing the ser-
vice wholly from political control. Was
there not some semblance of political
interference in this caseP

Ma NREnHEAM: The man was no longer
in the service.

Mai. RqANSON. Was there not a
suspicion of political interference in this
ease? [Marnnu-: No.] There was a
very grave suspicion of political inter-
ference. Mr. Cowan held an independent
inquiry, and arrived at a certain decision.
That inquiry did not give satisfaction,
afrd then a farther inquiry was held,

presided over by two other gentlemen
perfectly independent of Mr. Cowan; one
of them now acting as a, Judge or a
Commissioner of the Supreme Court, and
the other being a gentleman of high
standing in the service. Those gentle-
men arrived at precisely the same decision
as MAr. Cowan in the previous inquiry;
and, notwithistanding that, 'we had a,
SUggestion that a. third inquiry should be
b el~d, and that this committee of inquiry
should not be composed of persons per-
fectly independent of political influence
and political feeling, but of members of
Parliament, some of whom at any rate, it
was quite easy to see from the interjec-
tions, had already formed some opinion
in regard to the matter. It was a public
scandal that in this matter the names of
the gentlemen who would form that
committee had already been submitted
to members of the House. [MEMBER :
They had not keen selected.] Was it not
something of a reflection upon the gentle-
men who held the inquiry referred to P
What was the use of holding inquiries
if, when they did not turn out as an
aggrieved party desired, Parliam'ent was
to be moved in order to reverse that
decision and hold a political inquiry in
place of an absolutely nonpolitical one?
The member for West Perth did not even
mention the fact that this matter had
been decided by the House. He (Mr.
Nanson) had felt it his duty to deal with
the matter with some attention and at
some length. It was not altogether that
Mr. Pombart's case was of. -the most
importance. It was the principle of
reopening matters ah-eady decided by
Parliament without giving any reason
for so doing which was at stake. He
fancied that even if in this Chamber
his action was misunderstood, it would be
seen, when the feeling which this case
apparently had ercited had died away,
that his only desire in dealing with this
matter as het had done was regard for the
dignity of th is House and for the
respon sibility of its decisions.

MR. H. GREGORY (Mcenzics): There
was a very small attendance, and lie
hoped members would agree to the
adjournment of the debaLte. He moved
tha~t the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.
Ma. MoRAN: Let there be another

stonewalling.

Pomb"es case.
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MRt. GREGORY objected totheremark,
which was absolutely impertinent. He
had no intention of speaking for more
than five minutes. It was an important
thing to reverse a decision arrived at by
ap peius Parliament. [EMBER: It

wasf;ruenatly done.] Noe doubt itimight
b, more especially if special reasons

could be shown; but the member for
Greenough (Mr. Nanson), when giving
quotations from the speech by the late
Attorney General, showed clearly that
every consideration had been given in
the past in reference to the demand by
Mr. Pornbart for an inquiry. There was
a first inquiry held by Mr. Cowan, and
a second held by Mr. O.Burtand Mr. Poe.
In each case the verdict was the same,
and he (Mr. Gregory), with the member
for Greenoughi, objected most decidedly
to having a political inquiry dealing with
the matter. He had not been tampered
with in connection with the matter, but
he knew that a large number of members
had been interviewed by this person,
who presumably had only put one side
of the case before those members, and
had made them believe that he was
suffering from an injustice.

MR. A. J. WILSON: We wanted a
select committee to get that out.

Mit. GREGORY: Had the hon. mem-
ber read the reports of the previous
inquiries?

MR. A. J. WILSON: No; he just
listened to them, and that was no pleasure
either.

MR. GREGORY: One wondered how
the hon. member could come to a con-
elusion.

MRt. A. J. WILSON: Nothing of that'
sort had been done by him. He had
simply heard a rdsumA of the speech of
the late Attorney General.

MR. GREGORY did not wish the
House to abandon the question or delay
the matter. As far as he was concerned, he
intended to leave the House and let the
responsibility lie upon those who desired
a thing like this at a late hour of the
night, knowing there were very few
members present. [Interjection.] Of
course all members had to take their
share of the responsibility; but he
thought that in the case of a question
affecting the attitude taken up by a
previous Parliament, members should
deal with the matter with generosity, and

debate it when there was a full House.
Personally he did not care whether we
had a select committee or half a dozen
committees. He felt sure that when the
facts were brought before members, the
verdict would be the same as hitherto.

MR. THOMAS: Let the matter be closed
once and for all.

MRt. GREGORY: The member for
Greenough said a list of names of intended
members of the select committee bad
been circulated. True; but that was the
usual proceduore, so that both sides of the
House should be represented on the
committee.

MR. NANSON: But this matter was
judged before being discussed. So con-
fident were supporters of the motion, that
they suggested names of the select coin-
nmittee before such committee was granted.

MRt. MORAN: The bon, member did
not understand these courtesies.

MR. GREGORY: The hon. member
(Mr. Moran) showed the greatest courtesy
to the Opposition. The present Govern-
ment, after perusing the papers, had
come to the same conclusion as the pre-
ceding Government; and for us, in a
thin House, to stultify the action of a
previous Parliament would be most
unwise.

Mn. A. E. THOMAS (Dundas): Since
he bad been in the House, he had always
supported any member's demand for an
inquiry. Without investigation, a mem-
ber should not ask for a select committee;
but if it were granted and the case proved
trivial, the House would know how to
deal with the mover. At various times
during the last three years this case had
been discussed on motions by the ex-
member for Mt. Borges (Mr. F. Reid),
the member for West Perth (Mr. Monan),
the member for Mount Magnet (Hon. G.
Taylor). Let us have finality. On the
file was a letter from Mr. Pombart com-
plaining of injustice, and a statement
signed by Mr. Villeneuve Smith, Mr. W.
F. Forster, Hon. George .Bellingham, and
Mr. A. G. Jenkins, specifying what these
gentlemen were prepared to do in the
matter. In view of these documents an
inquiry should be granted, so that the
matter might be settled for all time.
After several discussions in the House,
members still differed as to whether
Mr. Pomnbart had been justly treated.
To prevent farther waste of time, clear
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up the matter once for all. He (Mr.
Thomas) objected to a statement made by
the preceding speaker, but would not
reply to it lest he should be accused of
wasting time. Likewise he objected
to the statement of the member for
(ireenough (Mr. Nanson), that the mover
had decided, before making the motion
whom be should have on the committee'

MR. NANsoN: No; that the mover re-
garded the matter as a foregone con-
clusion.

MR. THOMAS: The hon. member bad
no right to make such insinuation.

[12 o'clock, midnight.]

THE MINISTER FOR MINES AND
JUSTICE (Hon. R. Hastie): If be had
thought with the preceding speaker that
the committees report would be final and
would not be an inconvenient precedent,
he should have advised the Government
to agree to the motion. But being con-
ninced that finality would not he reached,
that dozens of cases more worthy of
inquiry existed, and that all these
cases could not be investigated by the
House, he had dlone his best to persuade
members to vote against the motion.
Re took much the same view as that
taken by the member for Greenough.
The question was gone into fully two
years ago, and nothing had occurred to
show us why we should reverse the de-
wetogn then arrived at. Having gone into
the matter as fairly as he could then and
lately, be was convinced that this was not
by any means a special ease. The present
discussion could only have come about
because Mr. 'ornbart was so plausible in
pursuing his case and in taking advantage
of unsophisticated members. Mr. Porn.
bait informed the board of inquiry, when
asked if he bad any witnesses to refute
the ten charges brought against him,
that the only witnesses he had were
those who could give evidence as
to respectability and character. The
charges were held to have been proved
at both inquiries that held by Mr. Cowan
first and that held afterwards by Messrs'
Roe and Burt. The first eight charges Of
the indictment were that Mr. Pomabart
had not been attending to his work pro-
perly. The other two charges were that
by his work he had made the State liable
to a certain sum of money.

MR. MORNn asked that Mr. Cowan's
verdict should be read.

THE MINISTER was not in a position
to do so.

MR. MORAN: Because Mr. Cowan was
misquoted. Mr. Cowan did not find Mr.
Pombart guilty.

THE MINISTER: No member heard
him (the Minister) say so. It was so in
one case, and his impression was that it
was so in the other case. There would
be no objection to inquiry if it would be
the last ease of the kind, but we would
have an innumerable number of eases
brought forward. The papers could, if
needed, be laid on the table, and members
would see from them that Mr. Pombaurt
had had as fair a chance for the settle-
ment of his base as any other civil
servant ever had.

MR. DIAMOND: Except that the
charges were made secret.

MRi. A. J. WILSON (Forrest): It was
said that there was not sufficient evidence
before new members to justify thera in
voting for the motion ; but he had reason
to believe that Mr. Janeq, the late
Attorney General, had, for some reason or
other, changed the view he previously
held on this matter. On the 16th June
of this year Mr. Pombart had the temner-
ity to write to the then Attorney General
suggesting that the report of Mr. Cowan
did not suggest his dismissal but only a
transfer.

MR. NANSON; Mr. James said that in
the House.

MR. A. J. WILSON: Subsequently
the Attorney General .wrote to Mr.
Pombart stating that there was no vacancy
in the Attorney General's Department,
or any chance of immediate employment
therein, and that, he would be glad to see
Mr. Pombart at aniy time. As a result of
the interview that followed, Mr. Pombart
wrote, on the 5th July, to the Attorney
General, saying:

In reply to your letter and as regards our
understanding of the 4th inst., wyhen you
offered me three months' pay and a reinstate-
ment in the public service should a vacancy
occur, I now beg to inform you that I accept
this offer.

Three months' pay was subsequently re-
ceived by Mr. Pombart in July of this
,year, so that there must have been
apparent grounds for Mr. James's change
of position. In view of this correapon-
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dence members were justified in asking
for the select committee. There was no
justification for innuendoes that the core-
juittee would have political significance or
would be in any way partial to Mr.
Porn art.

MR. NANson: The offer of three
months' pay was referred to by Mr.
James in his speech.

MR. A. J. WILSON: Apparently
there was also an offer of reinstatement
to or reengagement in the public service.

MR. NANsoN : If a6 vacancy occurred.
ME. A. J. WILSON: Surely the lion.

member would not assume that, if Mr.
Pombart was all that would appear from
the confidential reports, Mr. Jamnes
would tolerate or countenance his re-
engagement in the public service.

MR. MORAN (in reply) thanked the
Premier for his fair and impartial treat-
ment of the matter. He had no fault to
find with the Premier or the Minister for
Justice, although the Minister for Justice
was evidently labouring under a mis-
apprehension and would lead the House
to believe that Mr. Cowan found against
Mr. Pomnbart. That was not so, for Mr.
Cowan found that Mr. Pombart was in
no way unfit and incompetent for his
work, but that as the two officers could
not agree a transfer should be given to
one of them, and according to Mr. Cowan
it was to be in the nature of promotion.
It was regretable that the member for
Greenough allowed a certain amount of
heat to enter into the discussion over the
past action of the House, which caused
delay in the business.

MR. NANsoN: Was the member in
order in saying he (Mr. Nanson) had
delayed the business of the House ?

MR. MORAN: What he had said. was
that the discussion had delayed the time
of the House. The member for Forrest
had shown that no member of the Cabinet
knew that Mr. James, about election
time, had given Mr. Pombart a sub-
stantial sum of money and had agreed on
the first opportunity to reinstate him in
the service.

THE PREMIER: It went through
Cabinet.

MR. MORAN: Yes; but the member
for Greeuough, who was a member of the
Cabinet, learned now the fact for the
first time. The attempted accusation by

the member for Greenough, against the
House, of rigging the committee was very
unworthy indeed. The bon. member, when
leader of the Opposition, bad sent round
names of members whom he desired on
select committees.

MR. NnzsoN: No complaint was made
as to that.

MR. MORAN; That was not a public
scandal, nor had it aitered the aspect as
the hon. member had altered his.

MR. NANSON (in explanation) : No
complaint was made as to what was the
custom in the House; but what he pointed
out was that it was scarcely a desirable
thing, when the House was asked to
reverse a decision previously arrived at,
and before the matter was debated, that
the names of members to form the com-
mittee bad been gone into as if it was a
foregone conclusion.

MR. MORAN accepted the bon. mem-
ber's apology. No one was more ready to
apologise in the heel of the hunt than
the hon. member. There was only one
other point. The lion. member said it
was a scandal for Parliament to change
its opinion; but Parliament had changed
its opinion on more important matters.
The very presence of the hon. member on
the Opposition benches, when he formerly
sat here, showed that Parliament changedl
its opinion on important questions.

MR. NANSON: The hon. member was
misquoting. He bad said the House
should not change its opinion without
cause being shown. The House pre-
viously unanimously arrived at a decision,
and lhe contended it was the hon. mem-
ber's duty to point out why the House
should reverse its decision, which was
what the hon. member was doing now.
He should have done it before.

MR. MORAN: The hon. member
having delayed so unnecessarily the
length of the debate and the matter
hav ing been cleared up, he would resume
his seat..

Amendment put and negatived.
Question (Mr. Moran's motion) put,

and a division taken with the following
result:

Ayes
Noes

17
9

Majority for .. ... 8
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AYES. NOES.
Mr. Connor Mr. Brown
M~r. Diamnond Mr. Bur=Mr. Ellis Mr. Dulalb
Mr. Hard wick Mr. Gill
Mr. Heilmniam Mr. Hastle
Mr Hershaw Mr. Holmn
Mr. Homui Mr. Johnson
Mr. V r. Nansou
Mr. onnM. Godn(Tio)

Mr. Needham
Mr. Nelson
Mr. Sada
Mr. Thomas
Mr. watts
iMr. A. J. Wilson
Mr. F. F. Wilson
Mr. Troy (Tellar).

Question thus passed.
A. commcitte appointed consisting of

Mr. Borges, Mr. Diamond, Mr. Needham,
Mi.. F. F. Wilson, also Mr. Moran as
mover; to report this day fortnight.

ADJOURNMENT.
Tm r PREMIER moved that the House

do now adjourn.
Question put.
THE SPEaxER. declared the Noes had

it. Division called for by the PREMIE:R
and taken, with the result that all
members present voted with the Ayes.

THE SPEAKER: As there were no
members on the other side of th e House,
it was not necessary to appoint tellers.
The Ayes had it.

The House adjourned accordingly at
12-29 o'clock, until Thursday afternoon.

l~rgis5lalt i br (Qa tnriL
Thursday, 3rd November, 1904.

Soueer 1050

Agency1050
Bills:Idsra.oclto a rirto c

Amendment, Recommnittal, reported .. 1051
Larkin Street (Kanowca) Closure, thir-d

reading..............1054
Inspection of Mranery, in, Counnttee

resumned, Clauses 45 to, tS, progres ... 1054

THE PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYES .

IQUESTIO-RAILWA.Y WATER SUPPLY,
GREAT SOUTHERN.

How. C. E. DEMPSTER asked the
Minister for Lands: Why are the Great
Southern Railway trains supplied with
water conveyed by trains in tanks all the
way from Spencer's Brook, when an
abundance of good fresh water is obtain-
able all along the railway line to AlbanyP

Tnt MINISTER FOR LAND)S
replied: Water from Spencer's Brook is
only used on the Great Southern Railway
in districts where the local water supply
has been proved by analysis to be un-
suitable and detrimental to the locomotive
boilers. Dams at available places are
required, and, whon funds are available,
will be put in hand. The necessity for
water haulage would then cease.

RETURN-SHIPPING BROKERS
(LONDON AGEwcy).

On motion by Hon. MW. L. Moss,
ordered: That a return be laid on the
table of the House showing the amounts
paid by the Government to their London
Shipping Brokers for services rendered
as such during the years 1896 to 1903,
both inclusive, the amount of each yearly
payment to be shown separately.

PAPERS-OWAIJIA STATE HOTEL,
PARTICULARS.

How. W. KINOSMILL (for Hon.
J. W. Hackett) moved:

That there be laid on the table of the House
statements Showing- i, The balance-sheet of
the Owalia State Hotel up to the year ending
30ith June,1903. 2, Thelbalace-sheertfor the
year ending 3oth June, 1904, distinguishing
between the receipts derived respectively from
the bar and from the hotel proper. 3, The
amounts spent during those periods in salaries
end wages, and in the general upkeep of the
hotel. 4, The tariff of rates charged for
drinks, meals, and bedrooms.
He felt sure there could be no opposition
to the motion, and that the information
asked for would be extremely useful and
interesting to members of this House.

How. 3. W. LAXOSFORD moved an
amendment, that there be added to the
motion the words:

With the profit and loss accounit for the
year 1903-4.
The balance-sheet would not include all
the information which was desirable, and
lie hoped the mover would accept the
addendum, he had proposed.


